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THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko) took the Chair at 10.00 am, and read prayers.

PETITION - COUNCIL, HOUSE RETENTION
MS WARNOCK (Perth) [10.01 am]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned ask that Council House be retained and refurbished as part of
the Heritage precinct of the City of Perth.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 509 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 182.]

PETITION - POKER MACHINES IN SPORTING AND COMMUNITY CLUBS
MR CJ. BARNETT (Cortesice - Leader of the House) [10.02 am]: I present the
following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, are deeply concerned at the lack of recognition by
Parliament of the vital role played in the community by sporting and community
clubs.
The financial viability of many clubs cannot be improved under the present legal
restrictions on revenue raising avenues available.
Therefore with a view to allowing clubs to install poker machines we strongly
urge that the agreement between the Government and the Burswood Island
Casino be re-negotiated as a matter of urgency.
These machines are now approved for clubs in all other mainland states of
Australia and place this State's sporting codes at a serious disadvantage in
competitions at a National level.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 29 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 183.]

PETIT ION - GAMING-POKER MACHINES IN CLUBS AND HOTELS
MR CJ. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [10.03 am]: I also present the
following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, die undersigned members and patrons of Cottesloe Sub Branch RSL
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respectfully request the West Australian Government to change Legislation to
allow the introduction of gaming/poker machines into clubs and hotels in the
State of Western Australia.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears I11 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 184.]

PETITION - GAMING-POKER MACHINES IN CLUBS AND HOTELS
MR CJ. BARNETT' (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [10.04 am]: I present a further
petition as follows -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned members and patrons of Wembley Bowling Club
respectfully request the West Australian Government to change Legislation to
allow the introduction of gaming/poker machines into clubs and hotels in the
State of Western Australia.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 28 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 185.]

PETITION - URBAN BUSHLAND, KELMSCOT
DR EDWARDS (Maylands) [10.05 am]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned request that State funding be made available to initiate the
purchase of the remnant of urban bushland located at the junction of Cammillo
Road, Railway Avenue and Bray Street, IKelmscott in the City of Armadale - Lots
1, 2 and 3 Cammillo Road and Lots 4, 5 and 6 Bray Street, Kelmscotc.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 15 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 186.]

PETITION - POLICE, MORRIS PLACE STATION, MANNING LEVELS
UPG RADE

MR STRICKLAND (Scarborough) [ 10.06 am]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned citizens of Innaloo and surrounding areas, call on the
Parliament, the Minister for Police and the Commissioner of Police to recognise
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the increased level of crime in th6 surrounding area, and in view of this, upgrade
the manning levels of the Morris Place Police Station to be manned for 24 hours
per day. We further call on the Government to honour its pit-election pledge of
increasing the workforce by 800.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 524 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 187.]

PETITION - PUBLIC TRANSPORT, SECURITY MEASURES
MRS HALLAHAN (Annadale) [10.07 am]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned express our grave concern at the number of physical attacks
against people using Perth's public transport system. We are particularly angry
that many of these attacks are directed towards young children.
We call on the Government to act immediately to protect the right of all people to
use the public transport system at any time without fear of physical attack.
There should be an immediate increase in the number of security staff on trains
and train stations at all times of the day and other security measures such as
cameras should be installed. The time to act is now before we lose control of our
public tasport system and people no longer use it.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 281 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 188.]

FORREST PLACE AND CITY STATION DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
MR LEWIS (Applecross - Minister for Planning) [ 10. 13 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Citiplace concourse complex at the Perth Railway Station is governed by the Forrest
Place and City Station Development Act 1985. This Act provides for pedestrian access
by railway passengers and Westrail employees from the concourse to the railway station.
However, the schedules attached to the Act indicate that Westrail has control over only
the premises on the ground floor level, up to and including the top step of the escalators.
As the Citiplace concourse complex is vested in the City of Perth and not in the Crown, it
could be argued that the area is not part of the railway. This means that Westrail patrol
officers, or special constables appointed by Westrail, do not have rights under the
existing Government Railways Act over the Citiplace concourse which connects to the
railway platforms, Or the access along the concourse to the Barrack Street entrance. Thus
neither Westrail nor its employees would be protected against any action brought by
persons for wrongful arrest, or similar, against Westrail as would be the case if the
Railways Act covered this area. This situation could be rectified by amending the Forrest
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Place and City Station Development Act 1985, to allow Westrail employees to undertake
the duties related to the security of the rail system on the concourse level of the Perth
railway station.

Maintenance of security on the concourse area is a key requirement for the prevention of
bad behaviour on the rail system. This issue has been discussed with the Police
Department and the City of Perth, and they are keen to see Westrail contributing to the
maintenance of security in the area. The purpose of this Bill, therefore, is to amend the
Forrest Place and City Station Development Act 1985, so that Westrail can tat the
concourse as if it were part of the railway for the purpose of maintaining security and
order. I have pleasure in commending the Forrest Place and City Station Development
Amendment Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Ms Warnock.

TAXI BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from 2 November.
MRS HALLAHAN (Armadale) [10.16 am]: The Opposition indicates at the outset that
it supports the legislation now that significant amendments have been won in the
Legislative Council due to the fine efforts of Hon Kim Chance and members of the
Opposition, assisted by concerned members of the industry, and following subsequent
meetings between industry people and the Minister and the changes that have been made.
Dr Turnbull: The Minister was very accommodating.
Mrs HALLAHAN: That is an interesting interjection. That must be absolute delusion by
the member for Collie, because the high-handed attitude and actions by the Minister for
Transport on so many issues resulted in a convulsion in the community before he was
brought to listen to reason.
Dr Turnbull: You know perfectly well -

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs HALLAHAN: We had the most unprecedented protests on the front steps of
Parliament House.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs HALLAHAN: Everybody except perhaps the member for Collie will agree that we
had an unprecedented rally by taxi drivers on the steps of Parliament House.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs HALLAHAN: As a result of that and the Minister comporting himself in a very
unsatisfactory way at that rally -

Dr Turnbull: You know full well -

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs HALLAHAN: Later he met members of the industry.
Mr Shave interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs HALLAHAN: Finally he had no choice but to accommodate the industry's
concerns. A number of people in the taxi industry were phoned yesterday on my behalf
and told, "The Taxi Bill will be debated tomorrow in the Legislative Assembly. Do you
have outstanding concerns? If you do Kay will be happy to represent those concerns in
the House and the Opposition will do all it can to make sure that this industry is viable."
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Some of the people who were phoned said, "We are happy now with the changes that
have been made. it is important that the Bill proceed and the industry re-establishes itself
under the new legislation." Two or three of the people phoned said, "We think that
everything in our later discussions that took place with the Minister is reflected in the
Bill, but we will certainly be in touch with Kay Hallahan if we have further concerns." I
have had no such phone calls this morning. I therefore assume that the taxi industry is
satisfied it can trade effectively under what will be entirely new legislation. Members
must realise that we are repealing the existing Bill and replacing it with a new piece of
legislation.
Having indicated the Opposition's very constructive role in improving the legislation we
have before us, I want to pay tribute again to the very fine work of Hon Kim Chance in
the other place, who with great maturity and thoroughness explored all the issues of
concern to various members of the industry. They were not united. Different points of
view were held on different aspects of the Bill. To the great credit of Hon Kim Chance's
work and that of members of the Opposition in the other place, there is now consensus on
this legislation. I acknowledge the attempt by the member for Collie to give credit to her
colleague. Under extraordinary pressure the Minister for Transport agreed to
amendments that the taxi industry said it really needed. Although representatives had to
batter on his door in a most unprecedented way, ultimately they prevailed. That is the
lesson to the rest of Western Australia and everybody affected by the Transport portfolio.
On occasions, although it is not guaranteed, if people batter on the door, indeed on the
head, of the Minister for Transport loudly, long and effectively enough, perhaps they will
get through and their genuine concerns will be listened to.
Mr Wiese: You reckon violence is the answer to the problem.
Mrs HALLAHAN: That is an inane interjection from the Minister for Police. I am not
promoting violence.
Mr Wiese: You are advocating battering on his door and battering on his head but not
promoting violence!
Mrs HALLAHAN: They had a protest rally which was not at all violent, but the effect of
it was a battering on the consciousness of the Minister for Transport so that he ultimately
listened to people. The Minister for Police is smiling.
Mr Wiese: A verbal battering is okay, is it?
Mrs HALLAHAN: Of course verbal battering is okay. What does the Minister think
goes on in this Chamber all the time?
Ms Warnock: It is a metaphorical battering.
Mrs HALLAHAN: That is the word I wanted - a metaphor.
Mr Wiese: We have another 54 minutes of this metaphorical battering. I am glad to get
a retraction.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I do not advocate a physical battering in any circumstance, but a
metaphorical one very often does need to be imposed.
Mr Strickland: You know that the Minister listened to his backbench as well.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Unlike what occurs with other legislation, we may have a
contribution from the back bench of the Government. We hardly ever have contributions
from the back bench of the Government, and I will not hold my breath in anticipation.
Mr Wiese: If you keep going for 54 minutes you'll clear the House.
Mr Blaikie interjected.
Mrs HALLAHAN: That very obtuse contribution from the member for Vasse
illuminates the whole debate! If we have to depend on contributions like that from the
back bench, no wonder the front bench keeps it silent.
An area of concern is that the regulations accompanying the Bill are not known to this
House and the Opposition. We cannot therefore endorse them. I understand that
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regulations under the existing Act will be transferred to the new Act when it is
proclaimed, and subsequently the new taxi industry body which will replace the Taxi
Control Board will be given the job of developing new regulations to create what I am
told is to be a more flexible and competitive environment. Members of the taxi industry
and those interested must be very vigilant about the regulations that will come into being
on the proclamation of the Act, although I presume they will be pretty much known to
them, given that we are advised they are the regulations currently in force.
Who is to say chat? We do not have confidence in the Minister for Transport or the
Government. The industry will need to be vigilant about the development of the new
regulations. The Taxi Control Board will be replaced, and its representation broadened.
As with many other pieces of legislation, the Opposition would like to see greater
representation of consumers. Consumer interests will be represented on the new body,
and the Opposition will be interested to see who is appointed to that body, whether their
interests will be as consumers, and whether they will have the ability to represent those
interests.
I have a particular interest in the taxi industry. I frequently need to catch a taxi and, as
the shadow tourism spokesperson, I am aware that the drivers in the taxi industry play a
very significant - as yet underdeveloped and unrecognised - role as tourism ambassadors
for the State. Taxi drivers should be very well informed about all types of destinations,
including places for people to meet for a meal, and meeting places suitable for particular
passenger needs. I am thinking about a young person who may ask where to go to meet
other young people, or more mature people who want a quiet environment to have a
break or a drink. It may be that visitors who have an hour to spare may ask a driver to
take them to a significant site within an hour's drive of the airport. It may be people who
have two or three hours, who have certain commitments, and may wish the driver to look
after their luggage, pick them up for a meal, and return them to the airport. I am told that
many taxi drivers are asked to do that.
On occasions I have had concerns when I have had to put my luggage into a very dirty
boot of a taxi. If I am wearing light colours I do not appreciate pulling out my case from
the dirty boot and brushing it against my light clothing. For men, it is different, because
men generally wear dark suits. When men take their suitcases from a dirty boot, it does
not matter if they brush the dirty suitcase against their clothing. The dirt is not noticeable
on dark trousers. In a job like this, one must present well and one needs to look crisp.
Most taxi drivers keep their vehicles clean because that is the standard they try to
maintain, particularly because they appreciate they play such a significant role. I hope
that the Ministers will note these suggestions when they attempt to ensure that a thorough
approach is taken by taxi drivers. They have a remarkably influential job in the
community. They provide a service to many people, both Western Australians and
visitors to our State.
I pay tribute to the many taxi drivers who are very courteous. They provide a very good
service, and many of them have outstanding, wonderful personalities. Some of them are
Australian born with the old style laconic Australian personality. Others are new to
Australia, but have a very rich appreciation of the benefits of this country. It is a joy to
meet them all and to hear something of their philosophy of life. Many of them are great
raconteurs and conversationalists.

Mr Tubby: Pam Beggs thought they were good!
Mrs HALLAHAN: That is a rather ungenerous interjection. Many taxi drivers regret
very much the fact that they did not give greater support to the former Minister for
Transport, Pam Beggs.
Mr Tubby: She was hopeless.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The member should have spoken to the taxi drivers after they met the
current Minister for Transport. Did they have a change of opinion! I had the pleasure of
telling them that Pam Beggs is a personal friend of mine - and I asked them where they
stood then!
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Several members inteijected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr C.J. Barnett: Neither person is very fussy!
Mrs HALLAHAN: Does the Minister have any friends at all? At least I can claim one
friend. The taxi drivers said that they did not appreciate what the former Minister was
trying to achieve.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I am interested in what the member is saying.
Mr House: Mr Speaker, the member was here last night and she is still doing what she
was doing last night. It is like a nightmare.
The SPEAKER: Order! I find her comments interesting.
Mrs HALLAZ-AN: Well, I would not want to be one of the Minister's sweet dreams!
Any industry group that has anything to do with Hon Eric Charlton, the Minister for
Transport, gets a very real appreciation of the qualities of the Ministers who preceded
him!
The proposed changes in the taxi industry represent a new era. Let us approach the ethos
of change, the image and recognition of taxi drivers in an appreciative way. We should
give credit for the work they do. We should have a training program to allow drivers to
develop the skills and knowledge they need to become outstanding tourism ambassadors
for Western Australia. Funds for training are available in the taxi industry development
fund. The total funds will be increased over time by the premium licences issued under
the current Act. That revenue will be added to by the sale of new plates and transfer fees.
The fund moneys will pay for the staff of the new board, which will be located in the
Department of Transport. This will result in a new relationship within the broad
umbrella of the department, as it will take on a much greater role in the coordination of
transport matters in Western Australia. One cannot help but note the performance of
Stuart Hicks who has created unto himself a most impressive and comprehensive
bureaucracy. It has changed from a small coordinating organisation sitting above the
bigger bureaucracies. There has been much industry comment about the way in which
Stuart Hicks has gradually subsumed all the bureaucracies within one big bureaucracy
which he heads. There must be some measure of competence in the way he goes about
his ja)b, and in his vision for trnsport in Western Australia. I am not sufficiently aware
of this portfolio area to give him such an accolade but other people refer to it. I guess
that depends on the experience they had with the powerful bureaucracy.
The training fund will have the capacity to be funded by the industry control
mechanism - 'hat is the new industry board - and there will be sufficient and significant
funds which should be invested in the training of taxi drivers. This will give them an
i)pportunity which many of them will appreciate. Many of them will build on the
ipportunity; some have already developed a very impressive range of knowledge and
experience.
I now highlight an area that has not been debated and should be referred to today. I refer
to the transfer of a number of functions from the old Taxi Control Board to the Police
Department. Apparently this will result in a decrease in the number of staff from 13 to 7
under the new structure. I hope that decrease does not signify chat the industry will not
be well supported. It is an enormous reduction, and until we hear that the system is
working, the Opposition will have reservations about the effectiveness of the new body
within the Department of Transport. As I understand it, currently there are a number of
ways in which double attention is given to taxis. First, the drivers must receive a driver's
licence and go to the Taxi Control Board. After going through a course and passing it
satisfactorily, the drivers receive a licence from the existing board. Second, the vehicles
are passed by the Police Department initially; then they go through an inspection process
with the Taxi Control Board. I understand that both processes will be simplified and
become one inspection by the Police Department. We will need to see how the new
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system works in practice, and whether the Police Department can provide the necessary
attention to the requirements for a vehicle to be suitable for use in the taxi industry. The
Police Department must ensure that drivers pass a suitable test in both knowledge and
passenger service, to provide a very good service to the local community and to visitors
to Western Australia.
I am advised that the total inspection accreditation process will allow the reduction in
staff by almost 50 per cent. For a small unit, that is a huge decrease. I hope the new
system will work effectively. The people who have interjected so energetically may like
to keep a close eye on their colleague the Minister for Transport, as the provisions of the
Bill are implemented.
Individual taxi drivers may benefit from the Bill because at present the bond money of
about $250 is not protected. I understand there have been cases where the owner of a
vehicle has had financial problems, and the driver who can ill afford such a loss has had
no recourse to reclaim the bond money. The Bill will set up a trust mechanism in which
the bond money must be deposited. In that way, the driver's bond money can be
reclaimed. That system will be welcomed by all taxi drivers.
Another area of change in the Bill is that the responsibility of radio companies will be
recognised. Some disquiet occurred in the early stages but the concerns expressed have
been accommodated by amendments. The company people concerned rake their position
seriously. However, they have not indicated any real concern about the new
requirements that their responsibilities be outlined and regulated by this piece of
legislation. We are talking about a Bill which is said to demand self-regulation by the
industry. It is not deregulation. Had it been deregulated, we would have heard a great
deal of very real concern as a result of the investment many people have made in this
industry. As a result of the widespread restructuring of industry across Australia, many
people have been made redundant at an earlier age than has been the case in the past.
That has impacted on many Western Australians. Many of those people have taken their
redundancy or superannuation payments and invested in their own taxi cab business.
They were initially very nervous indeed about any suggestion of deregulation because
that threatened to demolish their entire investment and, consequently, their provision for
old age. They had real reason to be concerned about willy-nilly deregulation that this
Government might have embarked on. At this stage they do not have concerns. I hope
there is nothing quirky hidden in this legislation chat might lead to their investment being
in any way diminished.
Some measures will regulate the number of cabs that can be operated. Concerns have
been expressed about that area because drivers have been in danger of real exploitation.
On the one hand, people with a significant investment in their cab and the licence they
have purchased have a very real interest in this. Understandably, they need to feel
confident in the drivers to whom they give their vehicle to provide a service to the public,
an income for the driver and a return on their investment. On the other hand, some
drivers are in very tight financial circumstances; they may not have been able to find
their preferred area of work and have turned to taxi driving and been treated very
unfairly. I am given to understand that this Bill will outlaw some of the worst practices
in this industry. As we all know, bad practice is reflected in bad service. That then
impacts badly on the community, particularly the tourism industry. I see much of what
affects the taxi industry revolving back to an economic matter at the heart of our
wellbeing here in Western Australia. Taxi drivers have a significant role in that and
should therefore be supported and protected, as should those who have invested in the
industry.
I refer to an issue which affects my electorate, particularly Byford, because it indicates
the way in which the industry does not always respond flexibly to growing outer
metropolitan areas. At Arinacale a number of restricted licences are in operation and
some Teal thought must be given to how the needs of a town such as Byford can be met.
Recently, a very big function was held at the Byford Tavern, at the end of which many
people were looking for cabs, but no cab was to be obtained anywhere, not even by
making the usual telephone request. On another occasion at the Byford Tavern the young
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cook needed to go home on a Sunday evening and had to wait approximately three or
four hours for a taxi. In the end, I think the copartner at the tavern drove him home.
There should be flexibility in the provision of these services to outlying areas. It is a
growing issue in the areas around and south of Arm adale.
I have had recent discussions with staff at the Taxi Control Board. It suggested some
avenues to pursue with people in that area ranging from the tavern owner looking to
purchase a restricted licence or persuading someone else in the town of Byford to do that.
Another was consideration of a charter vehicle arrangement or the possibility of
negotiating with the radio company with which the restricted licence cabs are associated
to see whether it could provide a service at times of demand. They may be able to work
with the tavern licensee and other businesses that have this demand to see whether they
can in some way meet the needs in that area. To those who do not live south of the river
Byford might sound a long way away. However, it is very close to Armadale and is a
growing urban cell with people understandably needing to call on taxis. They would be
well serviced by an extension of the electrified rail system. Over the years demand will
grow in that area as the population increases. However, at present the inability to hire
taxis in that community is a real aggravation and I hope that, with goodwill, it can be
resolved. Indeed, I suspect the flexibility referred to within this legislation may be
challenged by the needs of those growing outer urban areas.
I turn now to the transport needs of patrons late at night. Many taxi drivers are reluctant
to pick up people in areas such as Northbridge. I am told it is not a good idea to name
any of the other three or four locations where there are difficulties. It damages the image
and compounds the difficulties associated with an area. I have not had experiences of
violence, but then I do not tumble out of night clubs in the early hours of the morning.
Perhaps that is a sign of age, but I understand the young, and the not so young who still
seem to be quite a lot younger than I, have these problems. Although the Nightrider
service is in place it is not yet clear whether it may be the answer. It will certainly be
part of the answer. Nevertheless, the question of violence and taxi services must be
addressed. It needs a comprehensive; approach. Licensees of premises which sell alcohol
should look at their responsibilmties. They should not pour alcohol into people to increase
their turnover and profit and then discharge the problem of inebriated persons onto the
streets and expect taxi drivers to pick them up. That is too much to ask. It places taxi
drivers at great risk, and I am told that in many instances the vehicles themselves are
damaged, because people not only are physically distressed and soil the vehicles but also
physically kick and damage the bodywork.
I would like to hear the Government's attitude to this question of excessive alcohol
consumption and what it intends to do to bring a more responsible attitude to the serving
of alcohol. If it had a will I am sure it could find a way to relieve people such as taxi
drivers of being expected to pick up a problem which others should have had a role in
addressing at an earlier stage.
Mr Wiese: Before we do that, will you detail what you did to address the problem?
Mr Trenorden: It will take about 30 seconds.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Members opposite are in office and have been there for two years.
They really should be indicating a concern about the matter and giving us some
indication of what they intend to do. When the Minister interjects as he did it makes me
feel he is doing nothing, and is embarrassed by doing nothing, and wants to hark back to
the past, which is now close to two years ago. Two years is not an insignificant period in
which to star addressing the problem. What is the Minister for Police saying: That it is
not a problem; that it is too difficult for him to address; or that it is a problem that he
knows exists but his Cabinet colleagues will not address? It is a complex problen; I
understand that, but let us hear a commitment to doing something about it.
Mr Wiese: You opened up the hours and greatly expanded the availability of alcohol
from outlets and now you are calling for somebody to solve the problem for you.
Mr Brown: You are proposing to increase them further.
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The SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs HALLAHAN: The Minister does not seem to understand that most citizens will go
to a licensed premises and have a drink as they need it. They will stay for varying times;
some I am sure stay for many hours and some stay for a short period and have a few
drinks. The hours the premises are open is not the question. Along with that goes the
question of serving practices. The Minister should be applying himself to that. It is a
whole new dimension that he does not seem to be aware of.
Mr Wiese: You were told last night that 80 per cent of the alcohol sold to the community
comes from bottle shops and is drunk in the homes. How do we address that?
Mrs HALLAI-AN: What is the point the Minister is making? Those people generally do
not go out and get taxis. The Minister does not seem to understand the problem. He
should talk to his colleague the Minister for Transport; he is in the same party. We know
there are two parties in the coalition and they have great difficulty getting on, but the
Minister for Transport is actually a member of the same party as the Minister for Police.
I suggest the Minister have a discussion with him because he will say there are four
identifiable locations in the metropolitan area with significant violence and other
behaviour problems as a result of excessive consumption of alcohol.
Mr Trenorden: Plus drugs.
Mrs HALLAHAN: My information is that it is mainly alcohol abusers who do the most
damage to vehicles and who soil vehicles. I am not dismissing the problem of drug
addiction; that is an even more difficult area which is illegal. We are talking about a very
real problem with a legal activity that, with sensible practices and requirements, we could
resolve for the taxi industry. Some taxi drivers are reluctant to go into those identified
areas and citizens stand around in those areas getting very irritated because they cannot
get a tai. In my view those people should reasonably expect to be able to get a taxi. If
they do not go out frequently, they will not know they are in an area which has caused
many problems and that taxis are reluctant to come into that area.
Mr Trenorden: Cabs are reluctant to go to other places. It is hard to get a cab, full stop.
Mrs I-ALLAI-AN: If a problem exists in a particular area and one is told violence and
the behaviour of the passengers picked up is a factor in the number of cabs available in
the area, and it is an area in which there is likely to be high demand for taxis -

Mr Trenorden: He has fixed that problem by having a central point down the road from
here.
Mrs H-ALLAHAN: Is the member talking about the Nightrider service?
Mr Trenorden: No, I am talking about the taxis coming to the bus depot.
Mrs 1-ALLAHAN: That is part of the answer; I have already said that.
Mr Trenorcien interjected.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The member should make his own speech.
Mr Trenorden: I am pointing out that as usual you are wrong.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I am not wrong. The member does not know what he is talking
about. The problem exists and measures have been put in place recently which I hope
will meet the problem, but they are not the entire response. It obviously is triggering a
problem for the Government which obviously does not want to do anything to ensure
there are sensible serving practices in liquor outlets.
Mr Trenorden: What about Nightrider?
Mrs HALLAHAN: I have already acknowledged that; I did that about 15 minutes ago.
Mr Trenorden: Is it a good system?
Mrs HALLAHAN: I have said it is part of the answer to the problem, but it is not the
entire answer. Another part of the answer is to look at the serving practices of
establishments providing alcohol. Why should they pour alcohol into people and reap the
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profits and then pour the problem out the door to the taxi industry? That is what I was
saying, and if the member for Avon went to sleep in the middle of my speech, that is not
my fault.
Mr Wiese: You have warnled for 41 minutes and said nothing.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I cannot understand that he would have gone to sleep because I do
not think this has been a boring speech. There are days when that would be a reasonable
thing to say, but not today!
Mr Wiese: We can certainly hear it!
Mrs HALLAHAN: Good.
I have covered some of the major items that I warnted to raise in my speech and a number
of other speakers from this side will make a contribution to the debate. They too
appreciate the importance of this industry and often avail themselves of the services it
provides.
One area of concern is that the number of inspectors could well be reduced, I am told,
from four to two in line with the reduction in staff from 13 to seven. I have never met a
taxi inspector and I do not know what they do, but if it means a diminution in the quality
of service by cabs, I would not be very happy about it. That is one aspect of the
implementation of this legislation that we will need to watch over time. No doubt if
problems arise they will readily be reflected.
In my travels to the Eastern States I have met some very pleasant and competent drivers
with clean cabs, but none of the other States compares with Western Australia when I
consider the frequency with which I meet cab drivers driving good vehicles. Our fleet in
Western Australia is much younger than those in other States. That is a result of the
standard that has been maintained in the industry. I pay credit to all those who have been
administering this industry, those who have chosen to invest in it and those who have
chosen to work in it. Jt is inordinately important to the everyday experience of people
who need to take a taxi. It is an essential and critical experience for those who visit our
State, whether from interstate or overseas. It is probably even more critical for many of
the supporters of National Party members who do not come frequently from country
regions to the city and are unfamiliar with the changes that have taken place in the
metropolitan area, and may not know where the various offices are located to which they
need to go. I am sure that, for many of them, a pleasant experience with a taxi driver
makes a big difference to their visits to the metropolitan area. In my view, it does not
matter about the age, the financial standing or the interests of the passenger; in every way
a taxi driver can add a real lift to a person's day with good service, good information and
a good, clean cab or can give a sour and negative touch to their day.
Mr Wiese: Did you have one of those this morning?
Mrs I-ALLAHAN: My day is sunny and bright and nothing in the inanities thrown
across this Chamber by members opposite has done anything to ruin my good spirits.
The Minister's lack of knowledge about the taxi industry continues to gather momentum.
When the day finishes in about 13 hours - at midnight - J hope I will be able to look back
on a very full and productive day and that I will be satisfied with the contributions that I
have made in this place, despite the Minister's comments.
As I have said, other members of the Opposition wish to make a contribution to this Bill.
We will then have an opportunity to tease out Other matters in the Committee stage. I
will close my comments by informing the House that the Opposition is pleased that the
industry has indicated its satisfaction with the new legislation, that the Opposition has
had a constructive role to play in the amendments that were made in the other place, and
that it will continue to work with the industry to make sure that it remains viable and
serves this State well.
MR BROWN (Morley) [11.02 am]: I join with the member for Armadale in supporting
this revised Bill. I do so because, prior to the last state election, I received a number of
calls from taxi drivers concerned about the future of the industry. They were particularly
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concerned about whether an incoming Government would totally deregulate the industry.
Despite all the rhetoric that we hear in this place about the virtues of deregulation and
what it means for the community and industry generally, this Bill does not contain the
total deregulation that has been espoused publicly by others as being the panacea for the
community. I am pleased that chat is the case because the experience of total
deregulation of this industry in other countries indicates that it has had a very adverse
effect on the people working in the industry as taxi drivers and on others, particularly
consumers.
Two years ago I had the opportunity of travelling to New Zealand. At that time, the New
Zealand Government was overly infatuated with the idea of deregulation and the
perceived benefits it would bring to society. It had moved to deregulate the taxi industry.
Initially, some people claimed that was a great boon because fares were deregulated and
of course, fares fell through the floor, which meant that many in the industry were hard
pressed to remain viable. It became apparent, after the initial experience of that formn of
deregulation, that the consumers were not being adequately protected. One had only to
spend a short time in that country to hear honror stories about international visitors being
picked up from airports by taxis and taken to their prestigious hotels. Apparently, they
were asked directions by the taxi drivers on how to get to the hotels, they were taken the
long way to their hotels and, when they compared the fares they had to pay with others,
they realised that things were not right. Apparently the knowledge of some taxi drivers
about features of their cities was abysmal and the standard of the transport being
provided was extremely poor. When one hears those stories, one realises that all of the
rhetoric that goes on here and elsewhere about the virtues of deregulation does not
compare with the facts and no-one believes it. When it comes to the crunch, people
know about the reality and also about the fact that adequate controls are needed. It is also
important to ensure, especially in this type of industry, that adequate protections and
regulations are in place.
This industry has a significant impact on the State's tourist industry and on business
prospects. Members who have travelled internationally realise that, after hopping off a
plane after eight, 10 or even 24 hours of flying, the first impression they get of the city
they are visiting, apart from the airport, is the cab they travel in from the airport to the
hotel. If it is clean, and if the driver is courteous, seems to travel a fairly direct route, has
some knowledge of the language so that one can communicate with him, and is helpful,
the impression one gets of that city is a good one. Likewise, if we get into cabs that ar
noisy, unroadworthy, have the radio blaring as well as the two-way system going so that
the driver's interest is in his next fare, and if the driver is rude and ignorant and has a
total lack of concern for his passenger, we soon get the impression that that is the level of
service we can expect to receive in that city. It is a very significant impact.
It is important, I believe, for the tourist industry and for business generally to ensure a
high level of standard in the taxi industry of our city. I suppose the greatest contrast I
have experienced is the time I flew from a city in Japan to Sydney. The cab driver of the
cab in which I travelled in Japan was very smartly attired to the extent that he was even
wearing a tie. He could not communicate with me, although the cab was spotless. In
fact, it was like one of the government white cars. There were some seat protectors in the
cab to ensure the passenger's clothing was not soiled by any contact with the cab. The
cab driver wore white gloves and continually checked the cleanliness of the cab to ensure
a high standard. The ride was smooth and, although there was a language barrier, the cab
driver seemed interested in what was going on. He provided the highest possible level of
service. I got off the plane some hours later in Sydney and was picked up by a cab that
seemed to me, as someone not trained in the area, to have faulty shock absorbers; they
had given up the ghost many years ago. There was also a real problem with the
differential because it was screaming. As I recall, the cab driver had a penchant for rock
music which was played at such a high volume that it ensured that everybody in the area
could also hear it. The two-way radio was also blaring. If our guests from Japan have to
travel in Sydney in those sorts of conditions - I stress it was Sydney and not Perth - it is
appalling. The fact that we are ensuring that there are decent standards in the taxi
industry attests to the fact that it is such an important industry for business and tourism.
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That is Japan, but one can also instance Singapore, I contrast that with some of the
horror stories of the circumstances in New Zealand and places where they have total
deregulation. It is important for funds to be available for training, and I hope they will be
used for that purpose. There is no doubt that one's enjoyment of a city is enhanced very
significantly by a cab driver who is knowledgeable of the historic sights of the city, the
nightlife, business, hotels and cultural centres. The information imparted from a driver
like that in Perth, New York or anywhere else, is relished by all those visiting. To the
extent that that sort of service can be improved I believe the industry will grow. I
certainly suppont the establishment of funds for that purpose.
Quality of service is important for the taxi industry as it is for any other industry. In
some parts of the world where great reliance is placed on the tourist industry the taxi
industry is monitored on the level of service it provides. In Hawaii all visitors are invited
to complete an exit survey on the services they received during the course of their visit,
particularly taxi and hotel services. I agree with the member for Armadale that services
in Perth and the quality of the fleet appear second to none in comparison with anywhere
else in Australia. By and large the service is very good indeed. I will just give one
instance of what I saw the other day that is typical of the level of service provided by
some drivers. I was attending a meeting and a taxi driver brought an elderly blind lady to
it. The taxi driver took great care to ensure she was properly helped out of the cab. He
took his time to escort her into the meeting area where someone else could meet her and
she was in safe hands. I take my hat off to that driver. I do not know his name, but
whoever he was he took the time and trouble to do that. There was nothing in it for him
as the meter had stopped. He could not possibly have got anything out of it other than
the greatest thing of all perhaps; that is, creating an extremely positive image of the taxi
industry and taxi drivers. Although I did not have the opportunity to compliment the
driver at the time, he will always remain in my memory as someone who provided an
outstanding service.
I am pleased that the Bill is supported and that we have nor gone down the ideological
path of total deregulation. I am also pleased that despite all the rhetoric that goes on,
commonsense has prevailed in this industry. With that commonsense approach we will
have a worthwhile industry to work in, and one recognised and appreciated by those who
use its services.
MS WARNOCK (Perth) [1 1.15 am]: I support the Bill but, like my colleagues, I will
make some comments about it. I have been a very heavy user of the taxi industry during
most of my working life as a journalist. I have driven a car a great deal only since I have
been a member of Parliament. Before that I used the taxi industry extensively, and I still
use it and other forms of public transport from time to time. I therefore have some
personal views about it. Also it is based in my electorate of Perth, where many cabs
operate out of the central city. It is a very important adjunct to the public transport
system, when one thinks of people travelling home late at night on Fridays and
Saturdays. My colleague the member for Armadale has alluded to that matter. I intend
to enlarge on that a little because it is important to my electorate.
It is very important that the taxi industry be of a very high standard for the many
thousands of Perth people who use it as a form of public transport. It is also of course a
very important feature of the tourist industry, which is a point both my colleagues have
made. I too have travelled a great deal overseas and used public transport extensively,
including buses, trains and taxis. In comparison to others we have one of the best
industries in the world, and certainly the industry in Perth is the best in Australia. I use
taxis a lot, and I am pleased to be able to report they are usually of a very high standard.
I am fond of travelling in Italy, but one of the worst taxi rides I ever had was in Rome. It
was something of a nightmare, and even though it was some time ago I can still recall it
when I wake up at 3.00 am. I am glad to say that I have never had a ride like that in
Perth and never expect to, because the industry is of a very high standard for the
everyday users, the tourists who use it and the tourists we hope to lure here in the future.
I have had an account with two taxi companies for a very long time. In a long career as a
journalist I have been a frequent user of taxis late at night when getting home from jobs,
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and going to work during the day. I certainly have a personal interest in this Bill, and I
am very happy to support it.

As I have made clear, the industry has much to be Proud of but any industry can always
improve. One hopes that this Bill will help in that process. It is pleasing to note that the
Minister in the other place, who came in for some lively flak earlier in the morning, has
responded to great pressure from the Opposition and the taxi industry. He has been
prepared to listen to reason and has changed some aspects of the Bill that brought a vast,
horn blowing demonstration to this place some weeks ago. Anybody who was around at
the rime will recall it was a very noisy demonstration and that the taxi drivers very
forcefully sought to make their paint of view known. Some middle ground has been
found. In life generally that is always an admirable thing but, as my colleague the
member for Arrnadale has said, it was not necessarily easily achieved. Nonetheless it has
been achieved and as reasonable people we must accept it.
I will mention one or two specific aspects of the Bill. Management companies will have
the same responsibilities for standards as owners, That is very good news. The Taxi
Control Board is to be replaced by a new taxi industry board with less involvement in the
day to day activities of the policing, as it were, of the drivers in the industry and with a
mrore strategic planning role. That seems to be an improvement as well. I do not want to
give the impression from that that it will not be attentive to the standards of the industry,
because that is always extraordinarily important. As I understand it from mny reading of
the Bill, to a large extent the industry will be self-regulating in a cooperative way. If
necessary, standards will be enforced by the new board. Something like 930 to 950 cabs
are at present on the road in the metropolitan area. Although some people have been
heard to claim very loudly they cannot obtain a taxi when they need one, in fact, log jams
occur only during peak hours, which are mercifully not very long. Everybody will agree
if they examine the industry and the people who work in it, that there is no great need to
put on more taxi drivers. It would certainly be unwise to do that without consulting the
industry very thoroughly.
Two initiatives in this Bill particularly interest me. It will be obvious why in a moment.
As previously mentioned by my colleague the member for Armadale, the Nightrider
service in the Northbridge area is a very important initiative. For those who are not
aware of what it is about, it combines buses with taxis to take people home on two
weekend nights. It has not been operating for very long, but a report this morning
indicates that the use of it is growing gradually as more and more people become aware
of the service and make use of it. This initiative will also start in Fremantle this
weekend. It certainly seems like a good idea.
Another initiative is security patrolled ranks in the centre of the city, which the member
for Avon mentioned. They are based on the Westrail bus station just down the road.
They have enhanced lighting, security guards and security cameras. They are designed to
make the business of taking a taxi late at night more relaxing for the passenger and the
driver. As my colleague the member for Armadale has made quite clear, and certainly if
one peruses any of the newspaper cuttings one will see, problems for taxi drivers working
late at night have occurred on those two major weekend nights when so many of us are
out and about. Patrons have been unable to find a taxi, and drivers have not been wildly
enthusiastic about working in these areas at night. Some of us can be very troublesome
and difficult when we are well and truly drunk. I for one would not welcome the task of
driving some of the people whom I have seen late at night. It will be much safer under
the new system of security patrolled central city bases, for taxi drivers as well as the
patrons. This is a very important matter.
The Nightrider service is apparently operating well. The number of patrons is growing
each weekend, but if it does not turn out to be financially viable - and it has some
sponsors in the Northbridge Business Association and the Black and White taxi
company - it certainly will not continue to operate. The system is not publicly sponsored
at the moment; it depends on patronage to keep it going. I would like to give an idea of
how the system operates. I want to make sure my comments are placed on the record
because people may not be aware how the service operates.
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Nightrider operates from a couple of points in Nonthbridge, from the Wellington Street
bus station and the corner of William and Aberdeen Streets. People pay a flat fare of $5
late at night. The system operates from the city and Northbridge until 3.00 am, That is
an advantage. The idea is that when a person gets on the bus he can radio ahead and
arrange to have a taxi pick him up at a certain destination. The taxi will be waiting, and
the person can travel the rest of the way home in the taxi. This appears to be a good idea.
I hope it manages to continue because the people who have used it in the first few weeks
of operation have made some good comments about it. The system has advantages
because it is safer for the taxi drivers. They do not need to enter an area that they are not
keen to enter. It is also an advantage for people by making sure a taxi is available in a
crowded area of the city late at night. Itris a very good system. I hope that it continues to
be viable and to be patronised by the people of Perth.
My colleague, the member for Armadale, mentioned the many newspaper articles that
have appeared in recent months about the difficulties experienced by cab drivers with
drunken passengers abusing them, damaging their cabs, and failing to pay. As a
corollary, people will have read about the complaints by patrons who say they cannot
find a taxi in a place such as Northbridge. I hope these difficulties will be resolved by
the aforementioned Nightrider bus/taxi service and the security patrolled cab ranks.
Obviously, other security matters will be dealt with in other ways. Security for drivers
seems to be an immensely important issue. These men and women put their lives on the
line, not only to earn a living but also to provide a service at a timne when many people
would choose not to be working - I am one of them. I am pleased to hear about both the
new services. I hope they will make a difference to people looking to find a taxi late at
night. Taxi driving is a tough, risky job, and not everyone would choose to do it.
I agree with the member for Armadale. She seemed to have difficulties finding some
understanding from the member for Avon and the Minister for Police when she tried to
explain that the liquor industry should be prepared to take more responsibility in these
matters. Possibly that is because we both attended a briefing recently with a very
interesting Canadian professor who provided new and useful information about the
control of the liquor industry in various parts of Australia, and in other parts of the world.
We must all address this serious issue. It is not good enough to say - as members
opposite said earlier - that we decided to open the hotels arid taverns much later, and now
look at the problems that have been created! That is not the point. The liquor industry
needs to be more responsible about how liquor is poured into people who are drinking to
excess. I am not a teetotaller. I am a granddaughter of a publican. I do not suggest that
people do not drink. However, there is a difference between having a drink pleasantly
and not causing anyone a problem, and becoming very drunk and causing a great number
of problems for one's fellow human beings. That is an issue that we need to sort out.
This is not necessarily the moment to do that, but I will be interested to discuss the issue
in this place at some other time.
I refer now to training for taxi drivers. Most people who travel abroad use taxis. Even
those who do not, may have seen on television, or heard about the training for cab drivers
in London. The London cabbies undertake extraordinary training, and they receive a
book of information entitled The Knowledge which they allegedly have to learn inside
out, to gain a licence. We do not have anything as extensive here, but we have a very
good, nationally accredited training system. It lasts for several days and is very
intensive. I have used taxis for many years and, as far as I can tell, our training system
for drivers works very well. I hope that continues to be the case because a taxi driver is
sometimes the first person one meets when coming from interstate or overseas. Taxi
drivers have a tremendously important part to play in the impression people have of Perth
as a city.
As someone with a great interest in transport, I am happy to support the Bill. As a result
of the changes to the Bill, the Opposition supports the Bill.
DR WATSON (Kenwick) [11.32 am]: As my colleagues before me, I am delighted to
support the Bill as amended in the other place. I will address my remarks to the taxi
services for people with disabilities. It is a very important aspect of the service.
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Although I have some assurances fronm the Minister that there will be an expansion and
augmentation of those services, I ask the Minister in his response to consider the fact that
the Bill contains no statement - as far as I can establish - addressing this issue. There is
no reference to the issue in the second reading speech.
Mr Lewis: That would come under Disability Services.
Dr WATSON: No, it is a transport issue. Many people cannot live their lives
spontaneously and are dependent on matching the timing of their needs for access to the
transport system with those of friends or taxis. Too many people remain housebound
because of a lack of appropriate door to door services.
Earlier this year two very important reports were released in relation to the provision of
services for people with disabilities. One report was by a private consultant from the
institute for science and technology policy at Murdoch University, Dr Peter Vintila It is
titled "Transport for People with Disabilities in Western Australia." I shall make
excessive reference to the report because it is a blueprint for integrating public and
private transport systems. The other report was commissioned by the Minister for
Transport from ERU Research Services and is entitled "Multi-purpose Taxi Coordination
Review".
As I said, transport is one of the most significant issues in the life of a person with
disabilities. The repont by Peter Vintila details 48 options for the improvement of
transport services available within Western Australia. Those 48 options cover three very
important sets of recommendations: Improvements in public transport, to which I will
not refer today; effective and equitable door-to-door services for people who are unable
to use fixed route public transport; and private transport assistance.
The evolution of both the taxi users' subsidy scheme and the multipurpose taxi scheme
are very important advances made recently in Western Australia. They began under the
Labor Government and I commend the Court Government for continuing those services
and, in fact, augmenting them. The need for integration between local services and fixed
route or regional services, such as bus or railway services, and between those fixed route
services and door-to-door services is very important. I will read extracts from a letter
which demonstrates how difficult it is for someone to access the fixed moute services
without a taxi service. To catch a train from, say, Cannington to Fremantle for $2 or $3
one must first spend almost $30 to get to the Cannington train station and back. People
with disabilities face gross inequities. I think the Disability Discrimination Act has sent
out a number of signals to government that discrimination in transport will be treated
very seriously and that government has statutory responsibility to ensure that people with
disabilities have access to the services we all take for granted.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics data for Western Australia demonstrates that
approximately 2.3 per cent of our population, or 28 000 people, require door-to-door or
door-to-fixed route services. That figure is broadened by international experience; for
instance, across five European and five North American cities, that population of about
2.3 per cent make an average of 60 trips each year if they are provided with affordable,
accessible and effective services. In Perth, based on our 28 000 population of need,
approximately 1.7 million trips could be made each year. The demand is nowhere near
that, for a number of significant reasons which I am sure my colleagues in the House will
be able to relate to constituents or perhaps family members whom they know.
Suppressed demand has occurred as a result of resignation from the scheme in the light of
reduced expectations. To date, the scheme has not been able to realise its potential and
people's expectations of that access have subsequently fallen. Of course, many people
who have pain and handicap have less desire to travel. They do not want to add to their
discomfort. Older people who do not suffer disability or handicap, but are merely over
the age of 60, reduce their travel by about 30 per cent anyway. However, the inherent
limitations of the door-to-door service as a booked service, and as a passenger mode,
even when it is affordable and effective, have meant a substantial reduction in use.
As I said, I congratulate the Minister for eventually taking up this issue in the middle of
this year. Until then, a substantial effort had been made on the part of people with
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disabilities to bring to his attention how ineffective was the service. People With
Disabilities, one of the major lobby groups, which represents numbers of individuals as
well as organisations, wrote to the Minister only in February this year because it was
constantly receiving complaints from people whose needs could not be met. The group
was in constant communication and met with the Taxi Control Board and with the
coordinator from Black and White Taxis. I will outline the problems people faced then
and still face. There is an excessively long waiting time for a taxi - sometimes over two
hours. The service is unreliable for many individuals who are totally dependent on it to
get to work or studies or to participate in some kind of recreation or voluntary work. It
was found that the drivers were unwilling to take on small jobs. I will come back to that
point later. People with disabilities said that drivers were very often ignorant of the
computer coordination attempts by Black and White Taxis. There were not sufficient
multipurpose taxis to respond to demand at any one time and there were insufficient
country services. Those issues all compounded the problems of people with disabilities
depending on a door-to-door or door-to-fixed route service. All that PWD has lobbied
for is an equitable taxi service for people with disabilities.
On the other hand there have been great advocates of the service. One such person. Mrs
J. Rickards from Bayswater -I know she does not mind her name being mentioned -who
is a remarkable woman and who I know has lobbied all of us, has made it her business to
keep in touch with the Minister for Transport. She has told him when he has met with
her approval and she has certainly told him when he has said things that have not met
with her approval. She says about the review -

I am most interested to know if there will be any actual MPT clients on the review
panel. It is vital that some who actually rely on the service, and cannot travel any
other way, have input into the review. Ambulatory persons and wheelchair users
who drive, cannot have a true understanding on our dependence on a reliable
service. There is no public tran snarl available., except if living near to, and
going where there is a train service. I can ride from Bayswater to Frernantle for
600 on the train, if the weather allows the 35mmn ride to the Station.

She has one of those little scooters. To continue -

Surely this is a form of discrimination against the disabled.
At present, even with a voucher the same trip by Taxi will cost close to $30.

She let the Minister know that and there has been vigorous correspondence between
them. She also said in a separate letter -

It is not the drivers who leave people waiting for hours, although these are the
ones who are abused. MP17 drivers are caring, special people, who do more than
transport persons. They never sit on the street verge and toot when they arrive.
They always come to help us out to the van, spending considerable time clipping
on safety harnesses and doing many extra jobs. I have had drivers who make sure
all my electrical appliances are turned off, my dog is inside, taken dry cleaning to
a shop where we were passing, have lifted me on the hoist from hydrotherapy and
will always walk to the door and open it when I come home at night. I have taken
an amnbulatory friend to shows, and when dropping her home MPT drivers wait
with their lights shining on the front door until she has entered. Maybe those
caring thoughts do not matter to the average walking public, but for us, it is
having a friend who cares.

That summ arises the kind of references that people with disabilities have always given to
me, and obviously to the Minister, about the people who drive MPTs.
My colleague the member for Morley referred to the way in which a driver brought a
blind woman into a meeting that he attended and did not leave her until he was assured of
continued care for her. Some MPT drivers sent me last year - in 1993 - a copy of a letter
outlining their concerns they had written to the Minister. They said very clearly that they
all enjoyed and preferred serving disabled clients ahead of normal taxi work, but would
like to function in a service which both satisfies their clients and returns to them a
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reasonable profit. They brought to my notice the fact that each one of the MPT drivers
pays $50 a week coordinator's fee without a deduction for any cause. They made the
point that the coordinator was guaranteed an income, but they were not. I have some
reservations about these recommendations in the ERU Research Services report because
it seems as though the recommendation remains that the drivers pay the specific
coordinator for that function. It assures the wages of those people who work on the shift,
but not always the driver because of the fluctuation in demand for his service.
Another point they made at that time was that they were often late because they have to
drive long distances between jobs. There are 900 taxis serving the metropolitan area, but
there were then only 11 MPTs and they were very conscious thac they could not provide
the service to which they were dedicated and committed and for which they were trained.
A lot of complaints were raised at the time by the multipurpose taxi drivers. Some of
them have been attended to. One of their biggest frustrations at the time was that no-one
from the board or the Department of Transport had actually ridden with them in the taxis
and made a proper assessment of the kind of work they do.
I was delighted to see a report in The West Australian of 16 September 1994 that Black
and White Taxis had been awarded a five year contract to coordinate the operation of
MPTs. The increase in numbers of these modified vehicles means that people should not
have to wait the length of time they have had to wait in the past. I anm also delighted to
see that the Minister has taken up a recommendation of the report that there be a formal
complaints mechanism.
In this morning's The West Australian there is a photograph and a report by Dennis
Lingane about a new, state of the art multipurpose taxi which has come into service. The
photograph is of a 93 year old woman, who said she found the ride was stable. Part of
the modifications for that taxi where wheelchair access is needed is that the front seat can
swivel out so that a person can sit on it outside the car and then be swivelled into the
vehicle. I know about this problem from direct experience with both my parents - my
mother had had a stroke on each side and it was difficult to get her into a car. I thought
about this swivelling seat before but never approached an engineer about it. It is not only
difficult for the disabled person to get into a car, but it presents a risk of injury for those
assisting themn. My father has had two hip replacements and it was a challenge to get him
into the front seat of a vehicle unless it had been modified. Taxi drivers have done it,
much to their credit, and I hope not to the detriment of their backs.
The other modification on this Falcon was that the floor was lowered by removing the
spare wheel and the floor was raised at the back. More incentives should be provided,
perhaps by the Federal Government, for those sorts of modifications, not only to taxis but
to private motor vehicles so that people with disabilities can be adequately
accommodated.
I want to refer to this landmark report, the Multipurpose Taxi Coordination Review,
which was commissioned by the Minister for Transport. It makes reference to the
ACROD report on Transport for People with Disabilities that I referred to earlier which
suggests that Perth currently requires 56 multipurpose taxis. When the researchers
reviewed services in other States it was felt we compared most closely with Adelaide in
population and services. Adelaide at that time - mid year - had 42 licences on issue with
another 10 approved, making a total of 52. Of course, I am not denying there are
enormous needs in rural Western Australia. Thai is an issue that the Ministry of
Transport, the Disability Services Commission and the non-government sector, such as
ACROD, and people with disabilities must examine.
However, this report agrees with Dr Vintila's report that wider door to door services
should be provided by the taxi industry, or by a dedicated service provided by specialist
contractors, with the choices being based on the following criteria: Consultation with
those people with disabilities; relative services costs and efficiency; relative services
quality and effectiveness; and the willingness of the taxi industry to be regulated in ways
appropriate to the needs of people with disabilities and to develop enforceable codes of
practice relating to customer service for people with disabilities. The researchers have
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elaborated on their arguments with a great deal of care. It is a goad report, but it is
probably not as widely known or appreciated as it should be. I will pick out four of the
recommendations. Firstly, the writers said it is clear that there is a need to increase the
number of MPT licences in Perth, regardless of the benchmark levels applied. They
suggest that the ultimate demand is between 60 and 80 Mfl licences in Perth, and
recommend that new licences be issued at the rate of 10 to 15 a year for the next few
years. They suggest that the process be monitored, and elaborate on that
recommendation.
The second recommendation to which I refer is that there must be a centralised
coordination of the MPT fleet. The researchers make a number of recommendations on
how that can best be achieved. In order to monitor not only the fleets, but also the
drivers, it is suggested that the vehicles be required to fulfil a monthly quota of jobs. A
formula is recommended by which that could be achieved. That, too, would be
monitored and the ultimate sanction would be loss of the licence. The authors are clear
about what they are doing; they say these people must be properly trained, and be
committed and dedicated to this service. A further recommendation is that a workable
complaints mechanism be an integral component of this service and its delivery. I am
delighted that the Minister has indicated he will implement that recommendation. I can
assure him that the expectations of people in the community of these changes are very
high. A number of other issues have been canvassed in the report, and in such a short
time I have not been able to do justice to Peter Vintila's report, which gains more
importance when one considers it is written in the context of sanctions that can be
applied through the disability discrimination legislation.
We must also take account of the taxi users' subsidy scheme. I said at the beginning of
my contribution that I congratulate the Government on augmenting the provisions in that
scheme. However, I often write appeals for constituents, or the adult children of those
constituents, who have been unable to access the scheme. I ask the Minister to consider
two aspects in his response, and to convey my comments to the Minister for Transport.
Firstly, it seems to be a requirement of eligibility that people need walking assistance.
such as a frame, stick or calipers, in order to access the scheme for ambulatory problems.
However, age and frailty themselves and breathlessness when walking 100 metres,
should also be considered as criteria. An adult child of a constituent came to see me
about her mother who is a neighbour of mine. I had never seen her because she never
leaves her house. She needs to get to the railway station and local shops, but is unable to
walk 100 metres. She is mentally perfectly fit and able and, if she had a taxi service she
could access once a fortnight at a reduced fare, she could do all her business at once, rest
at the local shopping centre, get on the train and rest again until she reached the station,
and then take another taxi from there to her home. Walking problems are not just about
muscles and bones; they are also about breathing and heart rate. Secondly, cognitive
impairment is really important. Some people who are ageing and perhaps suffering early
lapses of memory should also be eligible for the taxi users subsidy scheme. The mother
of one of my friends required this type of service. She is a widow and has two children.
My frend lives in America and her son who works lives nearby, but is not available
when she needs to go to the doctor. I know she is eligible from conversations I have had
with her on the telephone. I urge the Government to reassess this type of eligibility
because, in the end, these little bits of money that are provided really save money in the
health care system. In her case, they might have even saved a search for her and the
dreadful, awful panic that occurred when she got lost at the shopping centre looking for
her doctor who was located in another shopping centre. Those are the sorts of issues we
have to consider. They are the political realities about decisions that have to be made so
that people have access to those door to door services and, in linking door to door
services, to these groups.
MR RIEBELING (Ashburton) [12.02 pm]: I will not take much time discussing this
Bill. As has been stated previously, the Opposition supports most of the provisions of the
new Bill. I will go through a number of things which I am told the Bill addresses. I hope
that that is the case when the Bill is put into practice. There are some problems in the
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taxi industry that need to be addressed. Like the member for Morley, a number of people
from the industry approached me when it was intimated by the Government that
complete deregulation was the way it wished to proceed. Many in the industry were very
fearful of their futures in the industry under a totally deregulated situation. It is pleasing
to see that that course of action was not adopted by the Government.
Like the member for Morley, I also had the good fortune to go to New Zealand
approximately two years ago. It was at the time the taxi industry was deregulated. It was
an absolute shambles. The knowledge the drivers possessed of the areas they serviced
was appalling. The standard of the taxis was among the worst I have ever experienced.
Anyone who had a family car could apply and get a taxi plate and a sign to sit on top of
the car. I had the experience of getting into some very small vehicles which would not be
allowed to operate as taxis here. The condition of those vehicles was exceptionally bad.
Although there is a need for some changes to the industry in this State, we have one of
the best services in Australia. The only comparable taxi service that I have experienced
is the London taxi service, which is probably the best taxi service in the world, However,
it is also the most expensive. For value for money, our service is probably the best in the
world as it stands at the moment. That is not to say that there should be no improvements
in the industry.
As the member for Kenwick outlined so admirably, the multipurpose taxi drivers provide
an outstanding service. I experienced it recently because I have had to travel to hospital
with my father. They appear to have a great deal of compassion for the customers they
service and those drivers should be congratulated and thanked by the community for the
outstanding work that they have been doing for many years.
I hope the Minister will explain to me provisions relating to taxi services in certain
country areas. The second reading speech states that individual owners of vehicles will
be restricted to five plates. That appears to be sensible for areas in which there is a lot of
competition such as the metropolitan area. However, smaller country towns such as
Karratha have one operator who does an outstanding job with his taxis. I understand that
the taxi operator in Karratha would like to expand his service but is restricted by the
limitation on the number of cabs he can operate. I hope the new Bill will address that
situation and allow for special needs to be catered for.
Another concern which is related more to the Department of Transport than to the Taxi
Control Board is services that are provided in areas such as Roeboumne. Roebourne is
predominantly an Aboriginal community, as most members know. For many years - not
to be too blunt about it - the taxi operators in that town have ripped off the Aboriginal
community. I am not suggesting that it is endemic across the rest of the State. However,
it does happen in many Aboriginal communities or in communities where there is a
predominance of Aborigines. Taxi operators seem to take every opportunity to make as
much money as possible from the Aboriginal people while neglecting the white
population, in many instances. I recall quite vividly that, when I lived in Wyndham for
two years, it was not possible for my family and me to travel in a cab. The taxi operators
drove minibuses and the only people they were interested in conveying from one place to
another were the Aboriginal population. If I waved down a taxi, the driver would refuse
to take me. Taxi operators could fit 15 people into the cab and would charge $5 for each
person to travel from the three mile area to the port. it was a lucrative trip for the
operators in those days - I am talking about 14 years ago. It was uneconomic for a cab
driver to carry white people because he would get only one fare. That sort of thing
should be stamped out.
It is imperative that the transport system not only in Perth but also in communities such
as Roeboumne be looked at so that an integrated system of bus and taxi services is
provided. At the moment, a small bus in Roebourne provides a regular service to the
Aboriginal settlement just out of Roebourne. It operates four times a day. The operator
has told me that he must not deviate from the route which he has been authorised to
travel.
That is fine in the Perth metropolitan area where people need that sort of service. The
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fact is that this driver wished to operate as a public transport company and a taxi. He was
of the view that he would be able to help people from the bus to their houses and to
convey heavy grocery shopping and luggage that people who travelled on the bus may
have. It would have been much easier had he been allowed the flexibility to move into
areas just off the moute. However, he got into some strife because he was assisting
passengers in a way he hoped to and the Department of Transport thought about
cancelling his licence. That service provides a cheap alternative to the taxi service, one
where I am convinced the Aboriginal population in the Roebourne area is not being
ripped off by the taxi operators as it has been for many years. I hope this Bill allows
more flexibility, especially in country areas. I think this Government still has in mind a
greater degree of deregulation than this Bill allows and that will occur through regulation
rather than legislation.
One area which does concern me - I hope the Minister will comment on this - is that the
second reading speech says that in the first instance the operating standards will be based
upon existing conditions of taxi licences. I am worried about what the second stage of
the development of this legislation will be.
Mr Lewis: What are you saying?
Mr RIEHELING: I am saying that, according to the last two lines of the second page of
the second reading speech, this is the first step in the development of the industry.
Other speakers have mentioned safety of the public in a totally deregulated industry in
regard to service and maintenance and the purchase of new vehicles. In the very
competitive taxi industry, the first things that seem to be cut are those to do with safety
and maintenance of vehicles and the standards of cleanliness which we have come to
expect. One thing the public of Western Australia will not accept is the reduction in the
services provided. We have been in a fortunate position where the drivers in this State as
a general rule have a very sound knowledge of the areas in which they operate; their
vehicles are immaculate, and in my view world class; and the vehicles are quite new. I
hope that this Bill will ensure that those standards are maintained.
I am not convinced that the provision for greater safety for the drivers is properly covered
in this legislation, but perhaps the Minister can provide an explanation about that. I
understand a central control is to be set up to which drivers can head if they need to get to
safe ground. Taxi drivers have always been concerned about the ever increasing
occurrence of acts of violence upon them. Drivers must be given the absolute discretion
about who they can pick up and should be able to reject at all times anyone who is in
such a state of intoxication that the driver is fearful of the actions of that person. I hope
the provisions of this Bill place a stronger emphasis on the safety of not only the public
but also the driver of the vehicle.
Deregulation tends to cater for peak periods. At the moment people have trouble getting
taxis on New Year's Eve and a number of other noteworthy times. The simple fact is
that, based on an economic situation, we will never be able to provide sufficient cabs to
cater for those peak periods. To insist that an industry must cater for those peak periods
will condemn it to economic failure. If the taxis on the roads were increased fivefold,
there would still not be enough for peak periods. I am sure the Minister is aware of that
and that is why the Government has gone away from total deregulation. There is a
tendency for people to oversupply a service. The price that can be demanded then drops
and it becomes uneconomic to provide that service.
The member for Avon and the Minister for Police had lengthy discussions with the
member for Armadale about the effect of alcohol on the industry. The vast majority of
people use taxi services only when they are going to a place where they will consume
more alcohol than would allow them to drive legally. That is a result of a deliberate
policy of the previous Labor Government to discourage people from drinking to excess at
hotels and then driving home. The introduction of the policy covering blood alcohol
levels in excess of 0.08 per cent had a huge impact on the hotel industry and the taxi
industry, although not in a positive way for both.
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Within days of the introduction of the 0.08 per cent blood alcohol content policy and the
random breath testing provisions, I witnessed a drop in the number of drink driving
offences in the courts, especially among males. There was a slight increase in the
number of females who were charged under the random breath testing provisions.
Unfortunately when males and females went out, the males would say, "I have to drive to
work; you had better drive; it does not matter whether you lose your licence." Now that
the community has lived with random breath resting for some time the occurrence of
drink driving - driving under the influence of alcohol - offences has been reduced
dramatically. The number of deaths relating to drink driving has also been reduced. That
is a direct result of the random breath testing provisions which were brought in by the
Labor Government and which have had a major impact on the community.
In her speech last night the member for Collie said that figures she had suggested that 80
per cent of all alcohol consumed in this State is purchased from outlets that sell for
consumption elsewhere, mainly at home. I did not fully understand what the member
was getting at, but it is a good trend. Legislation will not affect the amount of alcohol
individuals will drink. However, the State can hope to change where people drink so that
the impact on other members of the general public, especially within a Motor vehicle if a
person is driving home from a drinking establ'ishment, is the least possible. Random
breath testing has had a positive impact on the taxi industry and a negative impact on the
hotel industry by people not wishing to place themselves in a position of risk. Perhaps if
the taxi industry was more able to respond during times when hotels are closing, more
people would drink in those establishments rather than at homne.
I support the stance the Government has adopted in this Bill and I also support the
concept of the provisions for the safety of drivers because they are well overdue. It is
really a matter of making sure that the industry is as safe as is possible for both the
drivers and customers. If deregulation is more widely used my concern lies with the age
of the vehicles and their maintenance. If the Government is using this legislation as a
first step towards total deregulation I urge it to rethink its intention.
The member for Avon said that people in his electorate do not lie the taxi industry and I
suggest that maybe that was an overstatement.
Mr Trenorden: Many country people come to Perth to attend public functions at the
Concert Hall, the trots or the races and they expect to be able to get a taxi at the
conclusion of the function. Many of them have to wait for half an hour or even an hour
and some of them do not even get a taxi.
Mr RIEBELTNG: What is the answer to that?
Mr Trenorden: Many of the taxi drivers are not prepared to provide a service for the
public. One may find 20 taxis at the casino or the airport, but the drivers of those taxis
are not prepared to go to other places where a service industry should be provided. Some
drivens work their butts off and others do the easy thing. That is the problem with the
industry.
Mr RIEBELING: I have not found that to be the case. The only time I have had trouble
getting a cab is in peak hour when I know I will have trouble. The greater problem is in
country areas where there is no public transport.
Mr Trenorden: Northanm has a faultless taxi service which caters for a small community.
Mr D.L. Smith: The service is very good statewide.
Mr RIEBELING: We should all be proud of the standard of service which is provided
under a regulated industry. The introduction of deregulation will reduce the quality of
cabs.
Mr Trenorden: No-one is deregulating the industry.
Mr RIEBELING: I hope this Bill is not the first step towards deregulation. I am pleased
the Government has not succumbed to deregulation, but that is what was suggested
earlier. Everyone perceived that was the direction in which the Government was heading
and there was a great deal of concern among people in the taxi industry- As the member
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for Avon stated, certain venues should be catered for more extensively by the taxi
industry. The way that taxi drivers are called to jobs by a computer screen, rather than by
radio, will allow the companies which control that system to direct drivers ta where they
are required.
Mr Trenorden: Transpertli should adopt the attitude of putting on contractors. If the taxi
industry does not want to deal with certain venues buses should take people to a central
point.
Mr RIEBELING: That is my point with the Roebourne situation. The private bus
operator is licensed through the Transport Commission and he is restricted to travelling
on a designated route. He cannot deviate from that moute and if he does, he gets dobbed
in by a taxi driver because the drivers keep a close eye on him because of the economic
impact his service has on them.
Mr Trenorden: Chile has a very good public transport system. It licenses people to pick
up passengers within a particular area and they pay according to the sections of the route
they travel, It works beautifully.
Mr RIEBELING: Perhaps the member for Avon could suggest to the Government that it
introduce a system in the country which reflects the needs of the community. My
experience in country areas where there is a predominance of Aboriginal people is that
the taxi industry has an exceptionally bad name. The community perception is that the
Aboriginal population is ripped off by the taxi industry.
Mr Trenorden: Recently I got a cab in Port Hedland and the driver was Aboriginal and
he was first class.
Mr RIEBELING: I do not doubt that, but I have lived in Roebourne and Wyndham and
the community perception in both those towns is that the Aboriginal people are the prime
customers of the taxi drivers. In Roebourne they were given credit for taxi rides to such
an extent that each week their cheques would be given to the taxi driver who would cash
them and return the balance to them. The perception was that they were being ripped off.
In Wyndham, the situation was worse because the taxi drivers did all sorts of things to
make sure their profits were maximised.
I congratulate the Government for changing its path of action from what was perceived to
be total deregulation to a more moderate stance. The taxi industry has done an
outstanding job in this State and has provided a taxi service which is second to none at an
affordable price. I hope that this State can look forward to a continuing high standard of
service from this industry, and I am sure that will be the case.
MR D.L. SMITH (Mitchell) [12.27 pm]: I will make a small contribution by
endorsing the remarks made by many speakers on the quality of the taxi service and the
owners and drivers in Western Australia. One of the privileges of being in public life is
that members get an overseas nrip every two years, on average, and I have just returned
from one. The two best things about going overseas are, firstly, coming back and,
secondly, when one is back to know that when one walks out of the airport at 3.30 in the
morning there will be a taxi driver in a good quality car who will be courteous and will
not rip one off. Before he delivers one home he will bring one up to date with what has
happened in Australia in the period one has been away and will probably give a political
poll en moute as well. It is an outstanding fact that everyone who has been overseas
knows that Western Australia has the best quality taxis and drivers and a system that
operates entirely in the public interest, both in terms of delivering a quality service and
making sure that overseas visitors feel welcome. In the taxi industry we have a fleet of
drivers who regard, as one of their primary functions, the promotion of Western Australia
as a friendly and courteous place where overseas visitors can trust the locals and be
treated with the sont of respect and friendliness they expect. Anyone who has been
overseas knows that that is not the case in other places; whether it be Moscow, Paris,
Rome, London - despite the reputation of the London cabbies - Johannesburg or Soweto.
Anyone who has experienced what is known as taxi war in those countries knows that
this State has a very well regulated industry which suits the local population.
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The only two criticisms that could ever by made about this State's taxi industry am those
which the member for Avon sought to make; that is, firstly, theme are not enough taxis
travelling the unprofitable routes and on occasions people have to wait far too long for a
taxi, and, secondly, if one looks at the prices people pay for a licence it appears they pay
exorbitant figures. Some suggest that profits are related to the price they are paying for
their licence. Quite frankly, that is a false argument. On the face of it the cost of a
licence in Western Australia seems exorbitantly high, but it has nothing to do with the
profits derived from the licence. It derives from the fact that people see themselves
buying a secure job in an industry they like. In many cases the drivers are now suited
only for that work, because of disabilities and other factors. In the end we are lucky
enough to have drivers and owners in Western Australia who enjoy very much the
lifestyle, the work and the appreciation shown to them by the Western Australian public
and visitors for their work. That really is driving the cost of licences rather than some
idea that inflated profits are earned by those in the industry. If they are available at 3.30
in the morning, whether from a nightclub, airport or wherever, people are nor being
overpaid for the service they provide then or at any other time of the day. The question
of availability is a fine tuning issue. If we expect quality drivers, vehicles and service,
then drivers must make a reasonable living so that they can reinvest some of the profit
into the vehicles and the nature of their services. When they are leasing their vehicles or
hiring somebody else to do the shift, they can make sure the driver they are hiring is a
quality person like themselves who will deliver the same quality of service. An
oversupply situation is so often seen in other countries, where the quality of the vehicle
and driver suddenly deteriorates and the driver's living is so low he has to cheat and
wangle to make ends meet. That includes the practice where a driver will not take one
somewhere if there is not enough profit in the trip. Although it is true that under the law
in many places overseas they are obliged to rake one, frequently drivers will not do so
because there is not enough profit or they simply do not want to go to the area one wants
to go to.
Mr Lewis interjected.
Mr D.L. SMITH: For example, in South Africa, if one wants to go to Soweto some
drivers will not go anywhere near it.
Mr House: Another place is the Bronx ini New York. You have to have a pretty brave
taxi driver to go there.
Mr D.L. SMITH: Nonetheless, if one looks at it person for person, taxi for taxi and
service for service we are fortunate right across this State, including country areas, in
having the best quality service. It is a fine trick to work out how many extra licences to
provide without affecting the quality of what we have. There may be some scope for
special licences for special times of the year, and I would prefer them to be distributed
through the existing licencees so that we have some control over the quality of the
people. Maybe we could have special licences for special areas. Some country areas, for
example around Bunbury, have a service nowhere near the place where people are living
or to where they want to go. That adds to cost and delay. In those situations there is a
need for flexibility. That should not in any way be used to encourage total deregulation
or be a motive for a major change of the current system of regulation or the way in which
the taxi industry operates in Western Australia. We have a good industry in which good
people provide the service. We want to keep it that way. The Government needs to keep
fine tuning the existing system to make sure any defects or gaps or delays in service are
accommodated and overcome, but at the same time one does not want to kill off the
golden industry or golden quality service we generally have in this Stare.
MR LEWIS (Applecross - Minister for Planning) [:12.38 pm):- The speeches made by
the Opposition -

Mrs Hallahan: Where are your backbenchers, or do they only interject on good
speeches?
Several members interjected.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order! There is enough interjecuing coming
from the left hand side of the Chamber at the moment.
Mr LEWIS: Only two or three of the speeches made by Opposition members really
addressed the Bill. The others were mainly to do with general matters that members saw
as associated with the industry - although I suppose ir is a debate which engenders
general discussion. Parliament is about people talking about matters as they see fit, so
that they may be carried to government.
Mr D.L. Smith: At the Committee stage you will find we will talk about the detail of the
Bill.
Mr LEWIS: The speeches were rather ranging.
Mrs Hallahan: I thought they were all focused on the industry.
Mr LEWIS: Okay.
Mrs Hallahan: What you are responding to is the fact that none of your backbenchers has
made a speech.
Mr LEWIS: I know that the member might have been up late last night.
Mr Trenorden: We were trying to give you all the time you need.
Mrs Haflahan: I do not need you to give me leeway.
Mr Trenorden: You need all the help you can get.
The ACTrING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr LEWIS: I note that Opposition members are fully supportive of the legislation. I
thank them for it.
Mr D.L. Smith: As a result of the amendments moved elsewhere.
Dr Watson: With the assistance of Mr Chance.
Mr LEWIS: Obviously members of the Opposition must patronise their colleagues. That
is accepted.
Mr D.L. Smith: It was a bad Bill originally.
Mr LEWIS: Not a lot of changes were made.
Mr Trenorden: Three very small changes.
Mrs Hallahan: But very important.
Mr LEWIS: A lot were to do about very little. Notwithstanding that, the Government
accepts that the Parliament is all about members exercising their concerns and, where fit,
accepting amendments and incorporating them into legislation. The Government has
been happy to accept those amendments and to incorporate them. I suggest that of the
cab drivers who attended the demonstration at Parliament House, if one had asked each
and every one of them, only five or six per cent would really have known what their
protest was about.
Mr D.L. Smith: That is an insult to taxi drivers.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr LEWIS: That protest was basically drummed up by one of the operators. Most of the
drivers were on an off time anyway and they came along to join in the game. I accept
that that is the process and people can make their protests. Quite often only the
organisers of a protest know the intricacies of their protest, but the game is to get the
support of people prepared to stand behind them and take part in good faith to show that
the protest has credence. That is accepted. I am not being critical. It was a lot to do
about very little.
The Bill was not changed to a great degree. 'he member for Ashburton congratulated
the Government for incorporating amendments. This is a manifestation of what the
Parliament is all about. The Government is pleased that the Opposition considers the Bill
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a workable one, and that we can get on with some reform in the industry. We all accept
that the taxi industry operates reasonably well. Compared with what we have seen in the
Eastern States and overseas we do not get a bad service. At certain times of the week it is
difficult to find a cab. I ant not talking about holidays such as Christnas or New Year's
Day. We all know that at 8.00 pm on Fridays a certain percentage of taxi drivers go
home to bed and get up at 6.00 anm. Therefore at 2.00 am, of the 950 cabs in the Perth
area, about 160 are off the moad.
Mr Riebeling: That might be a reaction by some taxi drivers who do not want to pick up
drunks.
Mr LEWIS: That is true. However, there are about 3 000 registered drivers, and for
some reason some owners are not prepared to allow their vehicles to be used by drivers
who may wish to drive at that time of the night. It is a valid criticism that when people
leave a night club in the early hours of the morning they have difficulty finding a cab.
Perhaps if owners do not want their vehicles to be used, we need more licence plates in
the marketplace. I do not know.
The member for Mitchell stated that an owner pays $130 000 to $140 000 for a set of
plates. Perhaps if the business is not profitable, people undertLake such work because they
like it. There is some truth in that. Perhaps it is an indication that plates are too closely
regulated; there may be room for the issue of more plates in the short to medium term,
especially if people cannot get cabs at certain times. It is a matter of balance. To pay
$140 000 for a set of taxi plates is excessive. Owners must work their cars very hard to
make a reasonable return on the capital cost, not to mention maintenance of the vehicles.
Mrs Hallahan: It depends on how much of the income is declared for tx
Mr LEWIS: That is another argument.
Mr Riebeling: You cannot just substantially increase the number of plates.
Mr LEWIS: No, it will be a transitional process. The balance is all one way now, and
there is probably a need to ease the situation.
I turn now to the matters raised by the member for Kenwick. She said that the Bill does
not address the disability services aspect. The Bill is silent in that area. However, clause
20 provides for the Department of Transport, in the administration of the Act, to ensure
that special purpose taxis are provided. When we came to Government, only 10
multipurpose taxi licences had been issued. The number has been increased to 21, and
another 10 licences will be issued in ensuing months.
Dr Watson: That is good. I do not deny that.
Mr LEWIS: The Government has recognised the deficiency in the area and is
endeavouring to do something about it. It is pitched to the subsidy which comes from the
consolidated fund. It is currently $2m and it depends on the service that money can buy
for people with disabilities. Even if the Department of Transport acknowledges the need
to issue more licences, if the funds are not available in the current budget to pay the 50
per cent subsidy, what is the good of issuing more licences?
Dr Watson: That is a separate scheme.
Mr LEWIS: There must be a balance.
Dr Watson: Ultimately it will be a cost saving.
Mr LEWIS: I accept that.
I turn now to concessions extended to people who may be aerobically unfit or have a
mental condition. I am advised that the Department of Transport will carry out a study
next year to consider the major needs in this area. The question is to what extent should
special purpose taxi drivers be expected to look after a person who is in such a state that
he needs constant care? These people may not know where they are and yet they wish to
catch a taxi. Is it the job of the taxi driver -
Dr Watson: I do not suggest that.
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Mr LEWIS: There needs to be a balance. The review will identify those needs and the
extent to which concessions can be made.
Mr Riebeling interjected.
Mr LEWIS: I cannot say. I do not have responsibility for that area.
Dr Watson: It seems he is moving in that general direction.
Mr LEWIS: Further work will be done in the new year.
Mr Riebeling interjected.
Ihe ACT'ING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order! The Minister should address the Chair.
Mansard cannot take down mutterings.
Mr LEWIS: These matters will be addressed by the future review. The member for
Ashbunton made one of the best contributions to the debate. He asked about country
areas. However, the existing taxi legislation is restricted to the metropolitan area. This
Bill is restricted in the same way. The operation of all country taxis is administered by
the Department of Transport and has been for many years. The Department of Transpont
is carrying out a further review of how country taxis operate with a view to perhaps, at a
later stage, bringing in a further amendment to cover the overview of the Stare.
Mr Riebeling interjected.
Mr LEWIS: Yes, for which the country is already under the Department of Transport.
The same management body will manage metropolitan, as well as country, taxis.

Regarding the safety of drivers, which the member for Ashburton raised, there are no
regulations or obligations upon owners to fit measures within their cabs that will protect
the drivers' safety. Clause 20 of this Bill seeks to provide certain powers to the
department to cause devices, if seen fit, to be fitted to taxis for the protection of drivers,
although I am not in any way suggesting that may be the case. It may not be known that
most drivers have a panic button installed in their vehicle. It can be tripped and, when
active, notifies the radio operator that problems are occurring in that cab of which the
radio operator should generally know the location. Various statements have been made
by drivers about the effectiveness of the panic button. As I understand it, technology is
advancing to the extent where radio operators will know the location of every cab,
according to a grid. If a crisis occurs, a button will be able to be tripped which will result
in help from other cabs and other areas very quickly.
I thank members opposite for their support of the Bill.
Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

Cominittee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr Johnson) in the Chair; Mr Lewis (Minister for
Planning) in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 7 put and passed.
Clause 8: Taxi Industry Board -

Mr RIEBELING: I am concerned about the structure of the board. What is the proposed
membership? From where will the members be selected? Have people been already
selected? Will any of the current members of the Taxi Control Board be on the new
board? We must ensure the people who are selected to this board which will control the
direction of this industry for years to come are not all of the mind that deregulation is the
way to go and that it is the job of the board to drive the industry to total deregulation. Is
the Minister considering representation on the board from areas of the industry which
support deregulation?
Mr LEWIS: The criteria for selection to the board have been left very wide in order to
allow a full cross-section of the industry. The Minister has made a commitment chat the
consumer representative will also be an independent chairperson and that the remaining
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six positions will be representatives of the taxi industry. It is industry focused.
Expressions of interest will be called as soon as the Bill becomes law and subject to who
nominates, present members of the board will be considered.
Mr RIEBELING: Will the Minister keep one of the places on the board for a country
representative? It is important that country interests be dealt with differently from city
interests. Will one of the members of the board represent the services provided to the
disabled?
Mr LEWIS: Country interests will not be represented on the board because the
legislation is specifically framed for the administration of taxis within the Perth region.
The criteria for selection to the board has been deliberately left wide open so that suitable
people will be selected. I cannot make a commitment one way or the other.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again at a later stage of the sitting, on motion by
Mr Lewis (Minister for Planning).
[Continued on p 8936.1

Sitting suspended from 1.02 to 2.00 pmn
[Questions without notice taken.]

MATTER OF PUBLIC IN'TEREST - SECWA PRICING POLICIES,
M[NISTER FOR ENERGY'S INTERFERENCE

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): Today I have received within the prescribed rime a
letter from the member for Cockburn seeking to debate interference by the Minister for
Energy in the pricing policies of the State Energy Commission of Western Australia.
If at least five members stand in support of the motion, I will allow it.
[At least five members rose in their places.]
The SPEAKER: The matter shall proceed on the usual basis with half an hour being
allocated to members on my left, half an hour to members on my right and three minutes
to the Independent member should she seek the call.
MR THOMAS (Cockburn) [2.38 pm]: I move -

That this House expresses concern about the Minister for Energy's conduct in
interfering in the pricing policies of the State Energy Commission of Western
Australia in that he -
(1) imposed constraints on SECWA's pricing policy in relation to the

goldfields market so as to preclude marginal cost pricing; and
(2) failed to give that direction in writing and notify Parliament promptly, as

stated in the Royal Commission into Commercial Activities of
Government and Other Martens.

I have moved that the House should express its concern about the Minister in this regard,
but I believe there are grounds for him to resign because of the way he has behaved.
Mr C.J. Barnett: You are calling for my resignation, are you?
Mr THOMAS: I have moved that the House should express its concern, but by the
standards of the royal commission the Minister should resign because he has not acted
according to the proper standards of accountability. The Minister has no defence in this
matter.
Mr C.J. Barnett: We will see.
Mr TI-OMAS: We certainly will. In his own terms the Minister has directed SECWA
about pricing matters. In a number of answers to questions he has sought to evade this,
but in his own terms he has directed SECWA. At page 7420 of Hansard of 27 November
1994 the Minister said -
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I have told SECWA it can comnpete but it must be realistic. It was offering
prospective prices which it could not supply.

He said "I have told SEC2WA it can compece", and then he went on to qualify the way in
which it was able to complete. The manner in which Ministers are able to direct statutory
authorities has been of some concern in this Parliament over recent years, as we have
been concerned about accountability. The Dowding Government commissioned the Burt
report into accountability, which made a series of recommendations. Some were given
effect in the accountability Act of 1989, which amended the State Energy Commission
Act and a number of other Acts, and which said that directions from the Minister to the
commission must be in writing and should appear in the commission's annual report. We
do not know whether the Minister will comply with the law or whether he has complied
with this direction, and we will not know until the final annual report of SECWA is
tabled in this Parliament, presumably some time next year.
Mr C.J. Barnett: You might know a little earlier than that
Mr THOMAS: One presumes from the way the Minister has chopped and changed and
sought to evade his responsibilities to inform Parliament when answering questions over
the past week or so, it probably has not been put in writing and, therefore, will not qualify
to be included in the commission's annual report next year. We must understand why
Parliament consistently believes that Ministers should be accountable to it for the way ia
which they exercise their power to direct statutory authorities. Obviously there is the
matter of propriety, to make sure that things have been done properly and that the
Minister is not seeking to provide an advantage either to himself or some other person
and hide behind the fact that the statutory authority rather than he is making the decision,
even though it is exercising a power to subject it to his directions. We must know the
public assets are being managed properly.
In order that we as representatives of the shareholders of these corporations are able to
ensure that the corporations act prudently and in accordance with standards of propriety
there must be accountability to this Parliament to the extent that the Minister interferes
with the decision making of those corporations. This matter was addressed by the Royal
Commission into Commercial Activities of Government and Other Matters which
canvassed the matter at quite some length in pant 11 of its report which dealt with
accountability. It went further than the Burt Commission on Accountability which was
reflected in the accountability Act of 1989. The royal commission discussed the way in
which Ministers should behave in relation to trading concerns, statutory authorities and
other like bodies. In its report it said -

Where the minister either directs the board of an authority or company to act in a
particular way or in a given matter, or communicates with the board in a way that
could reasonably be interpreted by it as a direction, the minister must notify the
Parliament promptly of this in writing and the authority or company must note in
its annual report the direction given or the circumstances interpreted as a
direction.

Firstly, do members opposite believe that that observation by the royal commission was
correct? Do they believe that a Minister should be accountable to the Parliament when
he directs bodies in chat way? r hope members opposite agree with that. Secondly, I read
from Mansard again the statement of the Minister in this Parliament -

However, I made it clear to SECWA and Western Mining that they could
compete, but they were not to subsidise to take away business. There is no cross-
subsidy. SECWA may have failed to allow for transmission costs. I have told
SECWA it can compete but it must be realistic.

The State Energy Commission of Western Australia and soon the Energy and Gas
Corporations will have responsibility for $3-5b worth of debt. In the Minister's terns
they have been directed to act in a commercial manner in order to maisc revenue and, it is
hoped, discharge that debt. An organisation acting in a commercial manner has, among
its marketing options, to sell its services or goods at the marginal cost of providing those
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goods or services. In fact, it is common practice in the resource industry for spot sales
and contracts to be costed on a marginal basis in order to obtain market share and
additional sales over and above, if we like, their base sales. Whether they do that is
something about which I will not comment now. That is not the point-, the point is that
this orgarnisation no longer has that option in the goldfields market. The Minister has
directed there be no marginal cost pricing.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Will you define marginal cost pricing?
Mr THOMAS: It is when the price for which a good or service is sold is fixed on the
basis of the marginal cost of producing that final product.
Mr C.J. Barnett: That is not a definiti on.
Mr TH-OMAS: I am referring to selling the last tonne of iron ore or the last kilowatt hour
of electricity at die marginal cost. The Minister will know that is a very common
practice in the resource industries.
Dr Gallop interjected.
Mr THOMAS: As my better qualified in economics colleague, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, says it is the final variable cost. We both know what we are talking about
and the Minister will know that SECWA on occasions behaves in iliac manner in order to
secure market share. It is a normal commercial option exercised by organisations. The
Minister has said in response to questions in this House that that is no longer an option in
the goldfields markets for SECWA and its daughters, when they came into being on I
January. They will be constrained in the way they can behave, although we are told that
they will behave commercially. I ask the House, particularly members opposite, whether
that constraint constitutes a direction within the recommendations of the royal
commission? I reiterate the words of the royal commission that, "if the Minister
undertakes an action in a way that could reasonably be interpreted by it as a direction, the
Minister must notify the Parliament promptly of this in writing and the authority or
company must note it in its annual report". The Minister did not notify the Parliament
promptly about this. In fact, he notified the Parliament only when it was dragged out of
him by a question from the member for Eyre. The Minister has still not notified the
Parliament in writing or any other way.
Time after time members on the other side of the House have said that people who breach
the standards of the royal commission should resign their office. The royal commission
made some observations about me, with which I happened to disagree; nonetheless I felt
obliged to resign, and I did so. However, the matters referred to in mny case were
relatively trivial. This motion refers to a very important matter; that is, a constraint on a
government trading concern which carried a debt of $3.5b. it is difficult to think of a
much more important matter that a Minister would deal with than that.
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected.
Mr THOMAS: I am not saying it is not a wise thing to do; it may well be a wise action.
Mr C.J. Barnett: What am I accused or?
Mr THOMAS: The Minister is accused of giving a significant direction to SECWA on
the way it must behave in the goldfields' market, and he did not comply with his
standards of accountability. Time and again the Government has said that it is committed
to the standards of accountability. Pant 11 of the royal commission's report stares in very
clear terms that when a Minister directs a trading corporation in the way that it must
behave, he should report that to the Parliament. The Minister did not report it in writing
or otherwise. Had it not been for the member for Eyre's teasing out the situation from
the Minister we would not have known about the matter. Under the terms of the royal
commission report, the House should express its concern at the Minister's behaviour, If
the Minister were to observe the standards of conduct according to the recommendations
of the royal commission, as have others, he would resign.
MR GRILL (Eyre) [2.48 pm]: I support the motion moved so ably by the member for
Cockbumn. Under the guise of creating a deregulated energy market in Western
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Australia, the Minister has interfered in that market in a way which prevents true
competition and which transgresses the clear recommendations of the royal commission.
The provisions of the royal commission are particularly relevant to this debate. It states
in part 11 of its report -

Where the Minister either directs the board of an authority or company to act in a
particular way or in a given matter, or communicates with the board in a way that
could reasonably be interpreted by it as a direction, the Minister must notify the
Parliament promptly of this in writing and the authority or company must note in
its annual repont the direction given or the circumstances interpreted as a
direction.

Those words are very wide. I submit that the Minister is caught by those words. He has
transgressed that recommendation of the royal commission and his conduct cannot be
accepted by this House.
Mr House: This is one of the bits of the royal commission you agree with, is it? You did
not agree with them all; you had trouble with a few.
Mr GRILL: Nor does the Minister for Primary Industry; let us be clear on that point.
On pages 7419 and 7420 of Hansard of 22 November in reply to my question 617 to the
Minister he said -

The more important part of the question related to the member's allegation that
Western Mining Corporation Ltd had asked the Government to ensure that the
State Energy Commission did not lower the electricity price. Some negotiations
took place, and the SEC started to release some indicative prices to the goldfields,
which may well have implied a cross-subsidy. However, I made it clear to
SECWA and Western Mining that they could compete, but they were not to
subsidise to take away business. There is no cross-subsidy. SECWA may have
failed to allow for transmission costs- I have told SECWA it can compete but it
must be realistic. SECWA had indicated that if the goldfields pipeline were built
and it had spare capacity, it could lower the price. Obviously, if the goldfields
pipeline is nor built, it cannot supply.

That amounted to a clear direction in the following terms: Firstly, it was a clear and
unequivocal direction from the Minister to SEC WA that it should not continue to release
its indicative prices to the goldfields.
Mr C.J. Barnett: That is not true; it is garbage.
Mr GRILL: That is a clear direction and it has wide-ranging implications. It is a clear
direction from the Minister's own mouth in answer to my question. I will go through it
again: There was a direction from the Minister to SECWA that it should not continue to
release its indicative prices to the goldfields. What is more, as a result of the unequivocal
direction given by the Minister to SECWA, it has not released those indicative prices to
the goldfields. Secondly, it amounts to a direction that SECWA was not to subsidise.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: Do you think it should?
Mr GRILL: Subsidies are not new to SECWA, believe me.
Ms Taylor: The issue is not whether you think it should; the fact is that you gave a
direction and you broke the law.
Ms GRILL: That is exactly the situation. It was a clear direction to SECWA that it
should not subsidise in these circumstances.
Mr C.J. Barnett: If I am accused of keeping players in the energy industry honest and of
looking after the taxpayers' interests, I plead guilty.
Mr GRILL: Let us deal with the charge being made against the Minister. He
transgressed the recommendations of the royal commission. The Minister wants to
obfuscate now and make the debate so wide that he cannot be fingered on it. He will be
fingered on it because he has not adhered to the recommendations.
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The third direction was thar SECWA was not to take away business. Those are the
Minister's words - a direct quote. He did not say from whom business should not be
taken. Clearly he was indicating that SECWA was nor to take away business from the
joint venture partners in that pipeline. They are the Minister's words, and he will be hoist
with his own petard in respect of this matter.
The fourth direction given improperly by the Minister to SECWA was that it could
compete, but only compete realistically. In other words, severe fetters would be placed
on any terms of competition between the joint venture partners in relation to thar pipeline
and SECWA. The Minister was ensuring in those four particulars I have outlined that
there was not to be marginal pricing, subsidies or competition, and if there were to be
competition, in his own words, it would have to be realistic. The Minister might like to
explain later how he defines "realistic". I think he will find it fairly hard.
Another area in which he directed SECWA was in telling it that it could not marginally
price - he did not use the words "marginal pricing" but he told it in so many words. He
said -

SECWA had indicated that if the goldfields pipeline were built and it had spare
capacity, it could lower the price. Obviously if the goldflelds pipeline is not built,
it cannot supply.

That means, as the Minister well knows, that SECWA could not take advantage of the
additional capacity it would have in the event that the goldfields gas pipeline was
constructed. The Minister was telling SECWA that in those circumstances it could not
take advantage of the additional capacity by marginal pricing.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: If you cannot follow that argument you have a real problem. The point
I made there is not "cannot" in the sense of "you will not". I was saying that if the
pipeline was not built, SECWA would nor be able to deliver some of the prices it was
speculating about because it was already up to capacity on its transmission line.
Mr GRILL: The Minister may put that gloss on it now, but the clear indication was the
one I gave a minute ago. Taken together, the directions the Minister has clearly and
unequivocally given to SECWA, albeit in an informal way most likely, but nonetheless
he has admitted to them in this House, amount to a clear transgression not only of the
recommendations of the royal commission but also of the provisions of the Trade
Practices Act, of which he is well aware, because we debated the issue last night. The
Minister was aware that if he gave a similar direction in the Pilbara it must be given in a
certain way so that it did not transgress the provisions of the Trade Practices Act. These
directions are just as clear- They may have been made informally. The trouble is they
have not been put in the same form and they are a clear transgression of the Trade
Practices Act. A further question asked in relation to this matter was question 631 which
appears on pages 7577 to 7579 of H-fansard of 23 November. The Minister said on that
occasion -

Although SECWA can compete and be in the marketplace, as a government we
will not support any commercial arrangements that it might consider in which it
would be involved in undercutting or reducing the price of gas.

If the Minister does place those sorts of fetters on SECWA, he will hang around the neck
of consumers, particularly those at the bottom end of the marker, prices for gas and
power they simply cannot countenance and will nor be able to afford. Once again the
words the Minister used amount to a clear direction, firstly, that SECWA was not to
undercut its competitors. Why should SECWA not be allowed to undercut its
competitors? I am using the Minister's words directly from Hansard. Secondly, they
amount to a clear direction that SECWA was not to reduce its price. What nonsense!
They were the Minister's words. What he said was either nonsense or correct and he
meant it; if he meant it, it is a clear transgression of the Trade Practices Act and of the
recommendations of the royal commission. Thirdly, the Minister gave a clear direction
in his own words that SECWA must not sell gas below the full price. 'The Minister
knows that SECWA does that every day of the week and has been doing it for years and
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will continue to do it. The Minister has moved to place a fetter on fair competition in the
eastern goldfields in a way that is completely improper.
Yesterday when we debated the North West Gas Development (Woodside) Agreement
Bill it was clear the Minister had moved to prevent competition between SECWA, the
North West Shelf joint venture partners and others in the Pilbara. The Minister's officers
when questioned on the matter that morning could not give an explanation for that apart
from saying it was government policy. The Minister has struggled in his explanation of
that outrageous position by saying - these are almost his words - "We were concerned
that the inventory which was overhanging the market would be a fetter on companies
opening up new fields off the North West Shelf.
Mr CJI. Barnett: It is government policy to exit the market for energy in the Pilbara. We
want to get government out of the market and let the private sector do it. I have no
problem with that.
Mr GRILL: It is a major fetter on competition, introduced by the Minister for Energy,
and he knows it.
Mr C.J Barnett: It is not. Read the coalition policy you had last night: We will get
government out of the Pilbara.
Mr GRILL: If the Minister's interpretation or explanation of these matters does hold
water, why does it apply only to the Pilbara? Why does the Minister exclude competition
in the Pilbara and nowhere else?
Mr CT. Barnett: Because to get a totally deregulated market in the Pilbara was possible.
It was not possible to do it throughout the State, yet we hope to achieve that
progressively, at least for medium sized consumers.
Mr GRILL: Why is it necessary, if we have this inventory overhanging the market, to
prevent competition in the Pilbara and the goldfields, if the Minister's directive is correct;
that is, SECWA cannot sell gas and energy below cost? The Minister's statements are
contradictory. They are not only improper but also catch the Minister out at every turn.
What the Minister has said is an improper nonsense, and I believe it is also an illegal
nonsense. A lot more can be said about this matter. The Minister has moved in a range
of ways to prevent competition in this State in the energy field, and we will not run away
from that point. It will be brought back to the Minister on numerous occasions.
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Minister for Energy) [3.01 pm]: I intend to answer
the fairly wild accusations made by members opposite.
Mr Ripper: They were very serious speeches. They were not wild.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, and I will respond to them seriously.
Mr Grill interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Member for Eyre, the Minister has not begun yet.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Let mec put it in the context of the coalition's energy policy. I know
members opposite will scream and rave on, but look at what has been achieved in the
past 20 months.
Dr Gallop: That is not the issue.
Mr Ci. BARNETT: That is not the issue, but put it in context, because it explains why
the lizards of the Labor Party resort to this type of tactic to try to attack my propriety.
The members who chose to do that were the members for Cockburn and Eyre. My name
did not appear in the report of the royal commission and I guarantee it will never appear
in the report of a royal commission, yet the Opposition put up those two members as the
virtuous duo to talk about the behaviour and propriety of Ministers! If I am being lined
up on propriety against the members for Cockburn and Eyre, I have absolutely nothing to
fear. What an absolutely farcical position!
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many people interjecting. Although the member
for Eyre did receive some interjections and questions from the Minister for Energy, he
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otherwise was heard in silence, and I do not recall many interjections to the member for
Cockburn. I think any reasonable person would agree that the Minister for Energy is
entitled to be heard, largely in silence. Some appropriate or relevant interjections may
occur, but we have just been copping four or five people interjecting at the same time.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will not dwell on this point, but I have been accused of
impropriety. Any accusation is relative to the source from which it comes, and I simply
made the observation about the source from which that accusation came.
Mr Thomas: It stands on its own terms. Answer it.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will talk to the member for Cockburn in a minute.
Several members interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will take the whole 28 minutes for myself and I will deal with the
issue.
The first context is the accusation of impropriety; and who chose to make that
accusation? I will let the public judge me against the members for Cockburn and Eyre
any time it wants to, and the public can make that choice. The second context is what we
have done in energy policy. We have sorted out the mess at Collie which was left to us
by the former Government. The gas goldfields pipeline is about to start construction.
The Pilbara energy project is under way. A hydro power scheme is under construction on
the Ord River. We have disaggregation of the North West Shelf contracts. We have
government out of the gas industry. We have a deregulated market for gas in the Pilbara,
with gas prices coming down from $4 to $2, or probably $1.50. We have wide industry
support for deregulation in the south west. All we hear from members opposite is sour
grapes. Members opposite were in government for years. They talked about things but
they did not do a damn thing. This Government has done it - a lot of people have
helped - in 20 months. It is all happening - competition, AlintaGas, Western Power - and
everyone is happy. The only people who are unhappy and distraught are the lizards of
the Labor Party. Members opposite cannot cope with our achievements in government
when they look at their record.
Mrs Hallahan: Do you have to abide by the recommendations of the royal commission?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Armadale is boring. The first context is the source
of the accusation of impropriety. I will not judge myself, I want the community to judge
me. The community has already judged the member for Eyre and has also made some
reflections on the member for Cockbumn. The second context is what has been achieved.
Many people on this side of the House have played a role in what has been achieved by
this Government. I am proud of what this Government has achieved. It has transformed
the energy industry in this State. I will take the member for Pilbara around his electorate
and show him what is happening in the resources and energy industry. I will take the
member for Eyre around his electorate and show him the workers who are building
pipelines and power stations. That is all happening under this Government. The former
Government did not get a thing going.
Mr Taylor interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Kalgoorlie.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I turn now to the question of whether I should resign. Members
opposite will be disappointed to know I am not about to resign. I hope members on this
side are pleased that I will not resign.
Dr Turnbull: There are two things about the Minister for Energy - he is honest and he is
genuine.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Kalgoorlie for the
second time, and also the member for Collie.
Mr C.J. BARNETIT: I thank the member for Collie for her support. We developed a
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strong friendship during the Collie power station issue. Everyone knows that the gas to
the goldfields project was a coalition election policy. We sought expressions of interest,
of which there were about 16. Eventually, the consortium of Western Mining, BHP and

Normandy-Poseidon won the project. We then negotiated a state agreement Act, which
passed through this Parliament earlier this year. Those companies made a commercial
decision last week to proceed with the project. Environmental approval is in place.
Aboriginal heritage approval is virtually concluded. All that is required now is the
finalisation of the pipeline licence. Survey work will start in February, and construction
will commence midyear. It is a $400m project, with up to 1 000 jobs during
construction. This Government has always regarded the project as the most important
infrastructure development in the State, and it will be constructed without a cent of
government money. It is an exciting project, which will generate much development
through dhe eastern Pilbara, the north eastern goldfields and the goldfields. If there is any
criticism now, it is that the pipeline may be too small. I agree with that. I would like to
see them build a bigger pipeline because I think there will be huge development.
It has been suggested that somehow I directed SECWA to do all sorts of things. An
accusation was made here that Western Mining Corporation had lobbied me to instruct
SECWA to give no price reductions. At no stage has Western Mining Corporation
approached me along those lines. It has never requested, in writing or verbally, that I
impose any constraint on SECWA. It has never happened.
Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNET: I have not spoken to Western Mining in derail about this project for
a long time. I have been speaking to the GOT consortium. I have had a very limited
conversation with it because detailed negotiations have been going on with the
Department of Resources Development under the terms and conditions of the agreement
Act. It is a complete fantasy. There is no truth at all in the proposition put by the
Opposition the other day that Western Mining Corporation approached me in that regard.
It did not happen. It is a figment of the imagination of members opposite.
Dr Gallop: Will you ask SECWA?
Mr CiJ. BARNErf: The member can ask SECWA.
Dr Gallop: You are the Minister, we are asking you.
Mr CiJ. BARNEfl: Hang on. The member has said that I should not get involved in
commercial negotiations.
Dr Gallop: We are asking you as the responsible Minister whether Western Mining
approached SEC WA in relation to future prices.
Mr C.J. BARNETT.: Nor to my knowledge-
Dr Gallop: Will you check it out?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I will not.
Dr Gallop: You are the responsible Minister.
Mr CiJ. BARNETIT: The member can write a letter to SECWA and ask it, if he likes.
Dr Gallop: You are the Minister, my friend.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is absolutely pathetic. I have checked with the Department of
Resources Development people and they have said that they are not aware of anything. I
am nor aware of any approach by Western Mining. I am confident enough to say that
there has been no approach to SECWA. However, I have not spoken to every employee
at SECWA. I am confident enough to say that, to the extent of my knowledge, there has
been no such approach to me or to my officers.
Dr Gallop: Will you check it out for tomorrow's question time?
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: No. The member can ask me the question tomorrow, if he wants.
Dr Gallop: What a contemptuous attitude to the Parliament.
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The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr C.J BARNETT: It is a hypothetical point.
Dr Gallop interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the Opposition seems to be running his
own debate.
Dr Gallop: He is responding to me.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Victoria Park. He will
not interject when I am speaking. He has interjected a number of times and I have said
nothing. I have no problem with members interjecting when the member on his feet
responds. The member for Kalgoorlie was doing that a moment ago and I made no
comment about that, either. However, these interjections have become disorderly. A
number of interjections in the last 10 minutes or so have made this debate quite
disorderly. I do not think that is reasonable. As I have pointed out, two speakers on my
left spoke with few interjections and now, when a member on my right is speaking, there
is total disruption. That is not acceptable and I will do something about it.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Western Mining Corporation has made no approach to me to stop
SECWA from lowering prices, either in writing or verbally. I am not aware of any
approach made to SECWA and, to the best of my knowledge, no such approach has been
made to SECWA - end of story.
Dr Gallop: I will ask a question tomorrow.
Mr C.J BARNETT: The member can ask it if he wants. In relation to SECWA's role in
the pipeline, it is a fact - perhaps the member is not aware - that SECWA has looked into
the possibility of building a gas pipeline to the goldfields. The advice [ was given when
we came into government was that it would not work; that it had been considered on a
commercial basis and that it would not work.
Dr Gallop: No, that was not the position.
Mr C.J. B3ARNETT: The member can make his speech later. SECWA had looked into it
and was of the view that it would not work. I said that it was part of our policy to
encourage the private sector to do it. We went through the process and the private sector
will now do it. I have always made it clear to SECWA that it can participate. It can sell
gas down the pipeline, it can buy gas, it can use its generating capacity at Kalgoorlie and
it can enter into joint venture arrangements with Normandy Poseidon Ltd or Western
Mining. I have always said that it can do whatever it wants to do, but it must behave
commercially in what it does. I have always made that clear.
A lot of complicated negotiations have been going on. I have been aware of some policy
issues that have arisen. I have at no stage taken part in direct negotiations either between
Western Mining Corporation and SECWA or Normandy Poseidon Ltd and SEC WA and I
would not because that would be inappropriate.
Mr Grill: You said that you made it clear to SECWA and to Western Mining that they
could compete.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will finish the argument. I will allow rime to take interjeetions,
but I want to explain what happened. There has been a three-way negotiation. In fact,
Homestake Gold of Australia Ltd has its own agenda and there has been some tension
between Homnestace and Normandy Poseidon over the KCGM project. That has been a
very dynamic situation. I have been advised by some of the companies that SECWA has
been indicating that it might be able to offer lower prices. I have told SEC WA - I do not
resile from this - that I want it to be realistic in what it talks about because the ability of
SEC WA to discount prices significantly could occur only if the gas pipeline were built.
If the gas pipeline were built and SECWA had some spare capacity, it could discount
prices. The point I made to SECWA, Normandy Poseidon and Homestake very openly
was that they must interpret any offer of price from SECWA with caution, because if
SECW A is talking about discounted prices and long term supply, it is assuming that the
pipeline will be built. If the pipeline is not built, SECWA is already at capacity on its
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transmission line. It could supply only an expanded mining industry and its projects if it
expanded the transmission line capacity. I told them they should realise that what
SECWA might be offering into the next century was on the presumption that it would
have capital for an expansion and somehow it would be able to deliver. I remind
members that the transmission losses on that line are about 30 per cent. For every 100
megawatts that goes in at Muja, only about 70 come out at Kalgoorlie. Therefore, there
is a substantial loss in environmental terms.
Normandy Poseidon and Homestake were very much aware of that. I asked them to look
at the reality. I told them that whatever SECWA was talking about for the future would
be on the assumption that the pipeline would be built. It can only offer supply and
discounted prices if the pipeline is built. I made it very clear to SECWA and every
player in the marketplace that the prime objective of this Government is to see that
pipeline built, short of subsidising it. Equally, I have made it clear that I will not stand
by and allow a government agency to do anything which would jeopardise that project. I
do not resile from that. That is our number one development. We will nor subsidise it,
and equally. I will not allow it to be jeopardised.
The accusation was made - I do not accept it necessarily - that some of the companies,
Normnandy Poseidon in this case, are looking at some competitive bids as to whether they
build their own power plant or whether they buy power from SECWA. They worked
back the calculations and arrived at figures for the gas supply which would imply very
low prices for gas. I do not necessarily accept their figures. However, they were
suggesting that SECWA might have been pricing gas for this project at around 300
compared with purchase prices of well in excess of $3. SECWA has an inventory of gas
value currently of around $300m. As energy consumers and as guardians of the public
estate, would members opposite support gas that has been purchased in the Pilbara at $3
to $3.50 being sold into Kalgoorlie at around 300 or even $1? I certainly do not support
that. I do not support writing down an asset of Western Australia to that extent. I have
made it clear to SEC WA -

Mr Grill: This is your argument.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, the member will have his chance to speak. He must listen to
this even though he does not like the facts, does he? There is no restriction on SECWA
competing. I will not allow SECWA to use its inventory - I am not suggesting that
SECWA has this motive -to sell gas at virtually a zero price if the objective is to
undercut and destroy the gas pipeline project. I do not think any member here would go
along with that, and the public who paid $3.50 for gas would not want it sold to mining
companies for nothing or 300. They would not cop it and I will not cop it either. That
would be predatory pricing, it would destroy the pipeline and it ain't gonna happen.
What is likely to come out of this? I do not know. I am not involved in the direct
negotiations. However, a possible scenario might be a joint venture, perhaps between
Normandy Poseidon and SECWA - that is hardly restricting it commercially - and the
other possible arrangement might be a joint venture or some arrangement with Western
Mining and SECWA to put some new capacity into Western Mining's plant. I am not
involved in those negotiations between Normandy Poseidon and SECWA or between
Western Mining and SECWA. However, I have encouraged both parties, the mining
companies and SECWA, to negotiate. Indeed, I played the role of a marriage counsellor
arnd brought them back together. This State has 50 megawatts of unused capacity at
Kalgoorlie and it is sensible that it be used to generate power for the benefit Of the State.
If the State Energy Commission of Western Australia can use its capacity, why not? If it
can use some of its gas, why not?
This Government is about development and encouraging its utilities to work
cooperatively with the private sector. I have explained what is going on and I hope the
members for Cockburn and Eyre will applaud SEC WA and the mining companies if they
conclude a joint venture arrangement. I hope they will then acknowledge that I have not
pushed them into it or prevented them from doing that. If it happens it will prove that
there is competition out there.
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Mr Thomas: You must be accountable.
Mr C.J. BARNElTT: I will be totally accountable; I will be more accountable than the
member for Cockburn has ever dreamed of being.
Mr Thomas: Have you read it?
Mr CT. BARNETT: Yes,!I have read it. It is not only me or the Government saying that
the gas should be used at purchase price; the Auditor General is saying it as well. I amn
not an accountant and I am not about to go against the Auditor General. In preparing
SECWA's reports the Auditor General questioned whether its inventory could be valued
at purchase price or whether it should be written down. If it had been written down, it
would have adversely affected SECWA's balance sheet which would have been a real
problem considering the splitting of SECWA into two entities.
In SECWA's 1993 annual report the Auditor General added a qualification to the
accounts and said that as detailed in note 1.1 of the financial statements basis of
accounting, the commission's financial statements had been prepared on the ongoing
basis. He also said that it was too early to predict with any degree of certainty the
valuation of which assets and liabilities would be transferred to the new entities and
identify the area of uncertainty as the ongoing value attributed to the prepaid North West
Shelf gas. I was subject to extensive lobbying by SECWA's management and board to
support them to make sure that the Auditor General accepted that the North West Shelf
gas was valued at its purchase price. On at least two occasions I met with the Auditor
General and he agreed to accept the value at full price, subject to his qualifying comment,
as he should properly do.
Having argued that the gas must be valued at purchase price, I will hardly be receptive,
six months later, to SECWA or anyone else saying that it can be sold off at 3o or $1.
That is hardly being accountable. I am accountable in the terms of the Auditor General
and his qualifications to the accounts.
Dr Gallop: Some gas and electricity prices are well below that, for obvious reasons.
Mr C.i. BARNETT: I know they are and I am not necessarily thrilled about that. I anm
interested in a far better regime of pricing.
It is alleged that I instructed SECWA in secret, and not in writing, and for that reason I
should resign. Members opposite will not like the facts. What they do is run around and
get a bit of gossip from disgruntled people and then they fly kites at anyone they think
they can have a go at. I happen to be the target of the day, and that is okay. On 29
August 1994 1 wrote a letter to David Eiszele, the Commissioner of SECWA, which I
will table.
Mr Ripper: You should have tabled it well before this.
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: It is not an instruction; it is a letter and I will read some of it so that
members opposite have a clear understanding of what I said. It reads -

The Government of Western Australia is fully committed to facilitating the
Goldfields Gas Pipeline Project as a means to create real and sustained gas and
electricity competition in the Eastern Goldfields, including Kalgoorlie.
Essential to the implementation of the Project is the participation of Normandy
Poseidon Ltd (NPL), one of the signatories to the Pipeline Agreement ratified by
Parliament, whose involvement is based upon delivering gas to generate
electricity for KCGM and other operations in which NPL has equity in the
Kalgoorlie region.
At a recent meeting with representatives of NPL and Homestake Australia Gold
Ltd, I was made aware of NPL's intentions to build its own gas-fired power plant
to supply KCGM. It was clear, however, that there are alternatives involving
sharing of facilities with SECWA or other arrangements to generate KCGM's
electricity needs from gas at Kalgoorlie. These alternatives should be thoroughly
explored as well.
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I plead guilty to bringing Normandy Poseidon Ltd and SECWA back to the table to talk
about using their assets collectively. The last paragraph of the letter, which I still stand
by,reads-

Let me again stress the importance that I place on the successful implementation
of the Goldfields Gas Pipeline Project in view of its importance to regional and
State development, and the necessity to do all that is required by the State to bring
it to fruition. In this regard, I have written to NPL asking that it should
immediately resume discussions with you with a view to reaching agreement on
the matters set out above.

That is the first letter and there is another one. On 10 November I again wrote to Mr
Eiszele about the gas price issue in the following terms -

I am aware that SECWA has, by letter of 10 October 1994, made an offer to
Normandy Poseidon Ltd (NPL), concerning certain options SECWA could be
prepared to pursue to generate gas-fired electricity at Kalgoorlie to supply to NPL
and its associates.
NPL has advised me that they will seek from SECWA further clarification of that
offer as a matter of urgency, since their own plans for a Mt Ferrum power station
are already well advanced.
It appears to me that this offer, if accepted by NPL, would likely impact on the
utilisation by SECWA of its committed gas purchases and such impact may need
to be taken into account, as I consider EIC advice concerning the allocation of
those commitments to Western Power and the Gas Corporation.
In particular. I seek your advice as to the intended sourcing of the required gas by
Western Power over the contract term offered to NPL, and reassurance that the
projected cost of the gas can be adequately met within the price and contract
terms offered to NPL.

SECWA has paid for inventory gas at a certain price. SECWA will go into the market
and buy gas at new prices, I hope at lower prices. It can pass on that price. I will table
those letters and another item of correspondence I received from Mr Eiszele today when
be became aware of this matter of public importance.
Mr Kobelke:. Did a little bird tell him?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Of course we told him. I did not tell him, but he was told that "This
rotten crowd opposite were doing everything they could to wipe out the goldfields gas
project and to create tension between Western Mining Corporation and SECWA and
between Normandy Poseidon and Hornestake." Members opposite are doing everything
they can to destroy this project and it is too damn good for them to destroy it. Mr
Eiszele's letter reads -

I refer to the letter from Bill Thomas, MLA dated 7 December raising a matter of
public interest.
I am able to advise you that SECWA has presented commercial offers for the
supply of gas fired electricity generation to the following customers in the
Goldfields:

Western Mining Corporation
Normandy Poseidon/Honiestake Joint Venture

Negotiations with these customers continues, and we are hopeful of finalising our
contract arrangements prior to the end of 1994.
I advise that you as Minister have not been involved in any commercial matters
relating to the above SECWA offers and have not given SECWA a direction on
this matter.
I also advise that you as Minister have not imposed constraints on SECWA's
pricing policies in relation to the Goldfields market so as to preclude marginal
cost pricing.
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I table these three items of correspondence.
[See paper No 665.1
Mr CU. BARNETT: An attempt has been made -

Mr Ripper: It means you misled the Parliament.
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: That is a joke. This motion has been a pretty low attempt by
members opposite to imply that somehow I behaved improperly and restricted SECWA, I
have been the messenger for Western Mining and I have been doing all sorts of deals.
None of those accusations contains one skerrick of truth, I made very clear my views on
the pipeline. The Government is there to encourage, not subsidise or take equity in
projects. The Government will allow SEC WA to compete in the project, but it will not
allow things to be done by government agencies that could undermine or destroy the
project. Given the advice of the Auditor General over the pricing of gas and his
qualification in SEC WA's last annual report, I made it clear that I am not very impressed
with pricing gas close to zero to achieve certain objectives in the goldfields. The
Government is after fair competition.
I want to see SECWA involved in joint ventures or in the supply of electricity, either to
Western Mining or to Normandy Poseidon. I hope that can be negotiated. I do not know
where the negotiations are at. I am not involved, and I will not get involved, other than
the role I have played in bringing parties together and encouraging SECWA to reopen
negotiations so that the public asset - the 50 MW capacity - is used properly. I have
made it clear, because companies have come to me raising matters of policy about the
Government's intent in the goldfields and on energy policy. I have outlined our plans for
the future. I have talked about the way in which we might approach pipeline issues, and
others. There is no subsidy. This is a damn good project. It is an exciting project for
Western Australia. What contribution has the Opposition made? There was no
development and no energy reform, in their time.
Mr Kierath: Compare the performance of the Leader of the Opposition in the Multiplex
project at the old Swan Brewery.
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: The point is taken.
This is a good deal. It is being put together in a proper way. It will be managed under
the auspices of a state agreement Act which was ratified by Parliament. It has been done
in a squeaky clean way. It has been a difficult project to put together. It is a courageous
project. It involves real risk capital, and it requires people making long term
commitments to gas for some projects and expansions which are not in place yet. It is an
exciting project. I am very proud of it. I hope all members are proud of it. I hope that
members opposite, including the member for Kalgoorlie, will be there in late 1996, just
before the next state election, to congratulate the Government on the gas supply, and I
hope gas reticulation, to Kalgoorlie. We will all be there celebrating the gas pipeline to
Kalgoorlie.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie) [3.32 pm]: The Minister has twisted and turned the issue to
suit himself. Either the Minister has misled the House because he wanted to big note
himself a few weeks ago about the issue, or through his office, he has been in touch with
the chief executive officer of the State Energy Commission of Western Australia asking
him to pass a note quickly to get the Minister off the hook today. A few weeks ago the
Minister answered a question by the member for Eyre. He said that he had made it clear
to SECWA what it must do. Hie said that he told SEC WA it could compete but it must be
realistic.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: That is right.
Mr TAYLOR: In answer to another question by the member for Eyre the Minister said
that although SECWA could compete and be in the marketplace, the Government would
not support any commercial arrangements that it considered might involve undercutting
or a reduction in the price of gas. The Minister cannot have it both ways!
Mr CiJ. Barnett: It was relative to the purchase price of gas.
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Mr TAYLOR: A couple of weeks agb the Minister told us that he had sorted out
SECWA on the issue. He told SECWA what it will do. However the Minister
discovered that he should have given SECWA a direction. The Minister spoke to
SEC WA about pricing policies. Because of the Minister's direction to SECWA it will
cost the consumers in my electorate - be they gold producers or other people -

Several members interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: The Minister broke the law. The royal commission made clear that in
relation to those issues the Minister should have given a written direction. The Minister
is also aware that under the new SECWA legislation he should have given a written
direction. The Labor Party passed an amendment in 1989, and the Minister introduced
new legislation to this House to separate the gas and energy facilities of SECWA; and
that legislation sets out the situation relating to ministerial directions. Therefore, the
Minister has broken the law.
Even worse, today, to get himself off the hook, because he made a mistake a week or so
ago about the direction, he asked Mr Eiszele to give him a letter. However, the letter
contradicts what the Minister told us a couple of weeks ago. The Minister is in an
appalling situation. He has contradicted not only the clear recommendation of the royal
commission about the issues but also his own legislation. Today, via Mr Eiszele, the
Minister has told us that it did not happen. He told us that he has put all these matters at
arm's length. At the same time he told us that he is a marriage broker! What is he? He
is a fraud on this issue.
Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (19)
Mr Brown Mrs Hallahan Mr Taylor
Mr Catania Mrs Henderson Mr Thomas
Mr Cunningham Mr Kobelice Ms Warnock
Dr Edwards Mr Marlborough Dr Watson
Dr Gallop Mr McGinty Mr Leahy (Teller)
Mr Graham Mr Riebeling.
Mrorill Mr Ripper

Noes (28)
Mr CiJ. Barnett Mr Lewis Mr Shave
M~r Board Mr MarshallI Mr W. Smith
Mr Bradshaw Mr MeNee Mr Trenorden
Dr Constable Mr Minson Mr Tubby
Mr Day Mr Nicholls Dr Tumnbult
Mrs Edwardes Mr Omodel Mrs van de Klashorst
Dr Hames Mr Osborne Mr Wiese
Mr House Mrs Parker Mr Blotfwitch (Teller)
Mr Johnson Mr Pendal
Mr Kiemft Mr Prince

Pairs

Mrs Roberts Mr Cowan
Mr D.LSmith Mr1ajkie
Mr M. flarneut Mr Strickland

Question thus negatived.
TAXI BILL
Commttee

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr
Ainsworth) in the Chair: Mr Lewis (Minister for Planning) in charge of the Bill.
Clause 8: Taxi Industry Board -
Progress was reported after the clause had been partly considered.
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Clause put and passed.
Clauses 9 to 17 put and passed.
Clause 18: Issue of taxi plates -
Mrs H-ALLAHAN: I am interested in clause 18(1)(a), which states that in the case of a
tender by a corporation, either solely or as a member Of a partnership, the director general
must be satisfied that each of the directors and other persons concerned in the
management of the corporation is of good repute and is, or would be if the tender were
made by him or her, a fit person to be the owner of taxi plates. I would like an
explanation of the Process to be undertaken in order to arrive at the opinion that various
people in a corporation or partnership are of good repute. What investigations will be
undertaken to determine that?
Mr LEWIS: Of course, until the Bill is in operation one has not thought through the
rationale. In the everyday dealings in these matters the commercial bona tides would
need to be assessed by the bankers and financiers associated with the various tenderers,
together with their good character. It will happen in the normal course, as I would expect
it to in the departments currently associated with my ministry. I envisage that is the way
it will happen.
Mrs I-ALLAHAN: I find the response by the Minister of considerable concern, and I
want that clearly on the record. The Minister made two comments: Firstly, I am most
concerned that he said the Government had not given any thought to the matter and the
rationale had not been thought through- This is a comprehensive new Bill. I do not have
a copy of the current legislation with me, so I do not know whether it contains a
corresponding clause, If that were the case, mechanisms would be in place which could
be conveyed to the Committee to enable it to make some judgment. On the other hand, if
it is a new provision which is not in the previous legislation, the Committee should be
informed about the point I have raised. I have never heard such a response to a matter as
fundamental and as important as this. The Minister then said he presumed it would be
done in the normal course of doing things.
Mr Lewis: What do you suggest should be done?
Mrs HALLAHAN: It is the Minister's Bill. Does the Government have a procedure, or
is the Minister admitting there is none?
Ms Lewis: I have told you what will happen.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The Minister's response was absolutely astounding.
Mr Lewis: It is very easy to criticise, but tell me why it is astounding.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Is the Minister saying that the Department of Transport, this huge
and complex bureaucracy, has no procedures in place for assessing such matters?
Mr LEWIS: With any deal involving the Department of Transport or any government
department under this Administration - although certainly not under the previous
Government as was made perfectly clear in the royal commission - it necessarily follows
that the first step is to check the financial credentials or bona fides of a tendering
proponent and his good character. A check is made on whether they have criminal
records or the like. It is fundamental. Does the member want me to write it down for
her? That is commonsense. Can she suggest anything else? Should we check the colour
of their fingernails, the colour of their shoes and what they do in the morning?
Mrs HALLAHAN: I make it clear on the record that the Opposition does not believe
looking at people's shoes or the colour of their fingernails, or asking what they do in the
morning, has anything to do with commonsense or making a judgment about their fitness
in accordance with this clause. I do not know why the Minister is so defensive. I did not
ask a tricky question. I wanted it placed on the record how this matter would be judged.
I then heard a diatribe about the royal commission. Th~e Minister's answer indicated a
very disturbing feature; that is, the Court Government Ministers believe the royal
commission recommendations apply only to Labor Governments and that this
Government is not required to comply with those recommendations.
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Mr Lewis: I did not say that.
Mrs HALLAHAN: That was implied in the Minister's response. This response is
becoming repetitive and very boring, and the Government is looking very unaccountable.
Government Ministers must soon leave the moral high ground and leave this empty
rhetoric behind. I asked a reasonable question and I expected a reasonable answer.
Mr Lewis: You got one.
Mrs H-A1LLAHAN: No, I did not. The Minister said that the Government had not
thought through the rationale. Is that a reasonable response?
Mr Lewis: No 1did not.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Yes the Minister did. He said afterwards in a very lackadaisical,
uninformed and disinterested way that it would take the normal course. T'he Minister did
not know what he was saying. I do not know whether the Minister is tired and cannot put
his words together, but I hope the implementation of the Bill will be better conducted
than the Minister's response to the ordinary question I asked.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 19 put and passed.
Clause 20: Conditions -
Mr RIEBELING: The matters that concern me are the various areas in which the
operators can be directed. The first is the hours during which a taxi must be operated.
This relates to the problem we were trying to highlight this morning in the member for
Armadale's speech, and pankly in mine. It could well be that a person who operates a taxi
may not wish to go out during the hours when he could expect to be picking up drunks
and the like. Until such time as that problem is addressed, it is oppressive to compel
people to operate at certain times. Will the Minister tell me what hours it is envisaged
drivers will be compelled to operate?
The reference to fare schedules indicates to me that different schedules may operate. It is
imperative we find out whether that is the case and whether different types of schedules
are envisaged to be introduced in this industry. it is important to keep the fares as
standard as possible throughout the State. I believe this Bill covers only the metropolitan
area. However, now the industry is under the control of the Department of Transport, I
believe the whole industry will be controlled by one body in the niot too distant future.
Will the Minister advise what changes, if any, he envisages to driver qualifications and
standards? I presume that the standards refer to the drivens and not the vehicles. What
new tests does the ministry envisage bringing into being? In relation to vehicle standard
and inspection requirements, will standards remain as high as they are now? I am
interested in finding out only whether a reduction in standards is envisaged and, if so,
what level of inspection there will be and what is expected of taxis under the new regime.
It concerns me that the director general can impose complaint resolution procedural
guidelines. Perhaps they will be simple, but I would like the complaint structure
explained. How will it be put in place, and why was the structure chosen? I do not think
a problem exists in the transfer of taxi plates. The director general will be in the best
position to determine how that is done.
Mr LEWIS: The new industry board will be charged with negotiating with the industry
on the way it is conducted. It is not intended that standards be diminished; indeed, the
whole thrust of the legislation is to aim for higher standards. With regard to weekend
operations, at this stage existing operators and owners of vehicles will work as they do at
present, but with advice and perhaps encouragement from the industry. However, it will
be a condition of all new plates issued that the vehicles must be used to work nights over
the weekend.
Mr Riebeling: But the existing ones will not be subject to that?
Mr LEWIS: Not at this stage. The whole idea is to leave it in the hands of the industry
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board, bearing in mind the board will comprise six or seven people from the industry.
The industry is self-regulating and one likes to think the board will act in accordance
with what it sees as the industry's requirements.
Mr Riebeling: You do not see existing taxis being forced to operate when they do not
want to?
Mr LEWIS: That is not the intention now, but the new industry board will administer
taxi operations in the metropolitan region. It is not intended that the Department of
Transport will come in with a heavy-handed approach. Matters of dress, marketing and
taxi dispatch will be the responsibility of the plate owners and dispatch services. Taxi
drivens must have a driver's licence from the Police Department but they will not be
issued with a licence until they have a certificate from the current road transport training
council taxi course. They must also have a certificate from the Department of Transport
before they will be issued with a licence. The whole operation of taxis is intended to be
in line with the BDO Nelson Parkhill report which Pam Beggs, the then Minister for
Transport, had done in 199 1.
Mrs Hallahan: She must have been a good Minister to have such a useful report done.
Mr LEWIS: Anyone can have a report done; it is the action one takes by which one
should be measured. That report recommended that in the main the industry should be
self-administered. The thrust of this legislation is to do that and to try to lift standards.
The fee schedules encourage the different dispatch companies or owners to set their own
schedules so there can be competitian, but it will not be at the cab level. If everyone is
under the livery of Black and White or Swan, all the cabs will have the same fee
structure.
Mr Riebeling: Will the director general set the ceiling?
Mr LEWIS: Yes, they can apply for different fare schedules but there will be a regulated
maximum. Clause 40 provides that the maximum fare formula will be set by regulation
in the first instance. The current rates will be that maximum. However, operators will be
able to apply to the director general for their own fare schedule provided fares do not
exceed the prescribed maximum format.
Mr RIEBELIG: I understand what the Minister has said, but I am concerned about his
use of the phrase "at this time". Will the Government say clearly in this place that its
intentions are that the taxis which currently have licences will not be directed to operate
when they do not wish to? We want the Government's intentions placed on the record.
We do not want the Minister to say, "At this time", which implies that things may be
more liquid than we had hoped.
Mr LEWIS: I am more than happy with my being the spokesman in this place for this
legislation; however, I do not know whether there will be fare increases because it is not
within my jurisdiction. The industry board will make recommendations on fare
structures in the future.
Mr Riebeling: I wasn't talking about fare structure; I was taking about the time of
operation-
Mr LEWIS: The same industry board will make recommendations to the Director
General of Transport on what the industry requires. It will then be a ministerial decision
and regulation. That will be done only with the recommendation of the industry board.
Mr Riebeling: Is that for all taxis?
Mr LEWIS: Yes.
Mr RIIEBELING: I may have misunderstood the Minister the first time. I understood
him to say that clause 20(I)(a) refers to new plates. He then said that the director general
will direct all taxis.
Mr Lewis: New plates will be conditional on those vehicles working on the weekends.
The other plates will be operated as occurs now; however, in the future they will be
regulated on the advice of the industry board.'
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Mr RIEBELING: Is the answer a moment ago, indicating that the director general will
direct all cabs, likely to happen relatively quickly?
Mr Lewis: It rests with him anyway; it is only on the recommendation of the board. At
the end of the day there must be someone who makes the decision; that is the director
general.
Mr RIEBELINO: I appreciate that. However, the Minister is aware that some people in
the industry do not wish to work at certain times. They are the people about whom I am
concerned. This provision clearly gives the director general the power to direct those
people to work when he wants them to. I understood from the Minister's first answer that
that would not happen; however, I am not so sure that is the case.
Mr Lewis: If it happens at all, it will happen only after a recommendation from the
industry board.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Clause 20(l)(a) states that the director general may impose
conditions on the operation of a taxi. In response to the member for Ashburton the
Minister said that the Minister for Transport would make the decision. Let us get this
clear: This industry board will make recommendations to the director general.
Mr Lewis: It is the director general; that is what the Bill says.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The Bill does say that, but thai is not what the Minister said; he said
that the Minister would make the decision. The Minister tries to disassociate himself
from the Bill. Regardless of whether the Bill comes under his portfolio as the Minister,
or he is the Minister representing the Minister in the other place, this is a government
Bill. Let us be in no doubt about that: I want the Minister to get his head set around that.
The Opposition wants to know what this government Bill, which is about to become law,
will mean for an industry. The Opposition is not questioning many clauses.
The industry board, which is yet to be appointed, will make recommendations to the
director general, and the director general under the power conferred on him by this clause
will impose the conditions as he sees fit. The clause does not state that he must take the
advice of the industry board; perhaps that provision is included in another clause.
The member for Ashburton is right in raising this issue. There are owner-drivers who
have gone into a taxi as part of their retirement plan. Firstly, it is their investment;
secondly, it is their means of income; and, thirdly, they wish to retain it as their private
vehicle on the weekend. I understand that creates a problem at times with shortages of
cabs because the cab comes off the road at the time of peak demand. Although I can
understand the need to make some changes, quite a bit of aggravation will be expressed
over this very point. We all know that some cabs are bought solely as a means of an
income and investment and that some are driven Mround the clock on a rosier of drivers.
It will not cause a problem for those people; however, it will cause a problem for the
other group to whom I have alluded. Will it be a ministerial decision or a decision of the
director general? Will the director general be required to take the recommendation of the
industry board as a direction, or must he simply take into account the recommendation of
that board in his decision making?
Mr LEWIS: I retract the statement that the Minister makes the decision: It is not the
Minister, but the director general. As the clause clearly splls out, the director general
may impose conditions. Therefore, at the end of the day the full authority rests with the
director general. Although this legislation does not require the director general to seek
the advice of the board, I put on the record that it is the intention that he should.
Mrs 1-allahan: But he is not required to?
Mr LEWIS: No, not by this Bill.
Mrs HALLAI-AN: It will be interesting to see how this works in practice. As I
understand it, a significant change will occur with the industry coming very much under
the authority of the director general. Am I right in believing that is not the situation at
present?
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Mr LEWIS: At the moment it operates under a board. Under the legislation it will
operate under the Director General of Transport. Clause 20(5) makes provision for a
right of appeal on the decisions of the director general to the local court.
Mrs IIALLAHAN: We all have a clearer appreciation of what is intended by this
legislation on that issue. What is the role of the police in driver qualifications and
standards and vehicle standards and inspection requirements in paragraphs (c) and (d)? It
is my understanding there will be a significant change to the processes in place. What is
the administrative or other requirement in this Bill that will make all that happen? What
are the legal parameters for that change and for those standards and qualifications to be
established and enforced, and what is the relationship between the Department of
Transport and the police section doing that work?
Mr LEWIS: Vehicle standards will be controlled largely by the police. The current
annual aesthetic, customer oriented inspection requirements of the Taxi Control Board
will be undertaken by the police licensing and services branch as part of its annual
inspections.
Mrs Hallaban: Where are the police empowered to do that?
Mr LEWIS: It is automatically picked up by the police traffic regulations.
Mrs Hallahan: Will there be changes to the police traffic arrangements?
Mr LEWIS: Itris their duty to inspect taxis annually, and part of their brief will be to
ensure they are up to those standards.
Mrs Hallahan: What are the administrative arrangements within the department or the
police department?
Mr LEWIS: Taxi vehicles will be required to be well maintained and to be clean and
safe. Authorised officers of the Department of Transport will inspect these vehicles. If
these vehicles do not come up to the standards of those authorised inspectors, the police
will not issue the licence.
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Armadale has spoken three times on this clause.
Mr THOMAS: Where are the police empowered to do that?
Mr LEWIS: I am advised that the police require an annual inspection anyway. They are
required to ensure that the vehicles are safe. On the basis of a thorough inspection by an
authorised inspector from the Department of Transport, a certificate or some form of
communication to the police responsible for vehicle licensing will ensure that the vehicle
is of a suitable standard.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 21: Use of taxi plates -

Mrs HALLAHAN: Control over leasing arrangements has been a contentious issue in
the debate, and the Bill will require this to be done by regulation. It may be that is
covered under clause 20. Are there maximums or minimums applying to the leasing of
plates?
Mr LEWIS: The member for Armadale is referring to clause 20.
Mrs Hallab an: I am not in possession of that information.
Mr LEWIS: The advice from the Crown Solicitor's office is that clause 20 provides for
the prescribing of leases relating to the maximum amount for which plates can be leased.
In other words) the power to so prescribe is provided in the words, "and such ocher
matters as may be prescribed by the regulation." If the member refers to clause 20, she
will see that power is enshrined in the Bill, so it will be done by regulation.
Mrs Hallahan: I thank the Minister for that response.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 22 to 25 put and passed.
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Clause 26: Taxi dispatch service -
Mrs HALLAHAN: I move -

Page 17, line 8 - To insert after The" the words ".or she".
I hope that the Government will accept the amendment. The Opposition appreciates the
drafting of this Bill. There has been a very real effort to draft the Bill in gender neutral
language. This seems to be an oversight rather than a typographical error. The
Opposition is asking that it be rectified so that people in this industry can be recognised
as they occupy the various positions regardless of whether they are male or female.
Since I identified that omission I have not had time to thoroughly read the whole Bill, so
I do not know whether that error occurs anywhere else.
I hope that if there are other incidents of that occurrence, they will be picked up as time
goes on. I am not sure what the Minister's response will be. I expect that he will accept
the amendment Some negotiations have taken place and as a result the amendment
should proceed through this Committee, and the amended Bill would then have to go to
the other place. The leaders of both parties in that House have agreed that it could be
dealt with expeditiously on its arrival. I ask for the support of members of the
Committee on what is a very simple, but important, amendment.
Mr LEWIS: The Government has no difficulty accepting this amendment. It was
missed. The instruction was that the clause should include the words "he or she". These
sorts of things happen. The amendment will proceed by a message after the third reading
of the Bill and, as I understand it, it can then be dealt with by the Council.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 27 to 31 put and passed.
Clause 32: Powers of authorized officers -
Mrs HALLAI{AN: At the risk of embarrassing the Minister, who does not appear to see
debates on Bills as an opportunity to provide information to Committee members, I ask
him about the powers of author-ised officers. This was a matter of some contention in an
earlier draft of the Bill. As I understand it, an authorised officer is someone designated
by the director general. [ presume that he may also designate police officers, as opposed
to members of the Department of Transport.
Can the director general designate an officer of the Department of Transport and also a
police officer to be authorised officers for the purposes of this clause, and who else can
he designate? What problems is such an officer likely to encounter whereupon he will be
able to use the powers granted by this clause?
Mr LEWIS: The director general can delegate these powers to anyone. The intention in
the first instance is that the delegation will be to people associated with the Department
of Transport and police officers.
Mrs HALLAHAN: My question contained two or three parts; I will restate one of them:
What are the likely incidents, given the history of this taxi industry, which such an
authorised person is likely to encounter whereupon he will be required to invoke these
powers?
Mr LEWIS: I am advised that it is a very broad spectrum of anything covering
complaints, perhaps about a driver's attitude, the standard of vehicle or the Cleanliness of
the vehicle; it could be that a dirty boot marked a passenger's dress.
Mrs Hallahan: That would come under this?
Mr LEWIS: A person would be authorised to act in those matters.
Mrs Hallahan: It is a very wide power as far as the taxi industry goes.
Mr LEWIS: It is within the legislation arid the regulation of the industry. Those powers
pretty well now rest with the Taxi Control Board and the officers delegated by that board.
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The powers are virtually the samte but are being transferred from the Taxi Control Board
via the director general as the authorising person.
Mrs HALLAHAN:- What is the interface between an authorised officer carrying out the
powers under this legislation and police officers? Does this legislation prescribe offences
which are likely to result in an interaction between a police officer and an authorised
officer? In what sort of instances would that take place?
Mr LEWIS: The intention is that the industry be regulated. The recommendations are to
be made by the industry board to the director general. The director general will authorise
suitable people to carry out the functions of the legislation, to the requirements of the
director general on the recommendation of the board. It is no: intended that, in the first
instance, the police be given these wide powers or that they be contained discretely
within the Department of Transport that is handling the taxis.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 33: Averments -

Mrs HALLAHAN: Clause 33 talks about the prosecution for an offence under the
legislation. What is the interaction of an authorised officer with the police? There are
two things to be said about this. In the debate on clause 33 the Minister began by saying
that the director general could designate an officer of the Department of Transport to be
an authorised officer. He could also designate a police officer to be an authorised person
under this legislation. At the end of the debate - this is beginning to be the pattern this
Minister continues to take; it is the third time it has happened in a very short Committee
stage -
Mr Lewis: What are you going on about?
Mrs H-ALLAH-AN: If the Minister listens, I will tell him. If he responds, we will have
less problems in Committee. He should not pontificate. He should listen and know that
his job is to serve this Committee here and now. When the Minister's initial answer was
challenged, his response was that in the first instance the director general would
designate an officer of the Department of Transport and a police officer. The implication
was that others could be designated, but I deduced that, by practical necessity, it would
always be an officer of the Department of Transport and a police officer in the first
instance. Now the Minister is saying that that authorised person will almost exclusively
be an officer of the Department of Transport. I want that clarified.
Mr Lewis: What has that to do with this clause?
Mrs HALLAHAN: We are talking about offences. I want to know about the
responsibilities of people who will have powers to determine who is committing offences
in this industry. It would make a nice change for the Minister to respond in an affable
way to my next question; we might be able to get through the Committee stage quicker.
This clause is very similar to that in the existing Bill. What are the likely circumstances
in which these authorised officers, who we are now told generally will be officers of the
Department of Transport, will of necessity have to liaise in their duties with police
officers?
Mr LEWIS: Chairman, I must confess that I am confused. I cannot comprehend what
the question is. I am not trying to be cute.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I was just about to give the Minister a way out.
Mr Lewis: I am not sure what you are asking.
Mrs HALLAIIAN: As I look a: the clock I am aware that we are about to move from this.
Bill and probably come back to it this evening, if that be the Government's wish. In the'
meantime I would be pleased to have a short discussion with officers about this matter, if
the Minister will allow them to doa that. We should both be involved in the discussion
because we both might learn something. if the Minister were happy to allow five
minutes in the time that will elapse before the Bill is resumed, I would be happy to accept
that. I am not trying to be difficult for the Minister or the Committee.
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Mr Lewis: Before you sit down I want you to ask the question.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Again?
Mr Lewis: Yes.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I think this is the third time, but I will ask it again. I was asking two
or three things but one thing stays in my mind given the contorted nature of getting
information at this Committee stage. This clause was said to be very similar to that
already existing under the Act and, therefore, longstanding in the industry. Where an
offence is deemed to have been committed or it is believed that there may be an offence
against this Act and, therefore, a need for a designated officer to intervene or to take on
the role that is given under the powers of this Act, whatever that might be, what incidents
are liely to bring into action a designated person and a police officer? A pattern of
occurrences must cause that to happen. If no such events happen, I want to know that. It
is a simple, inforrnation-seecing question which will give a better appreciation of how
this Bill will work.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Member for Arrnadale, I have had a close look at clause 33.
My belief is that you are asking about the stage that would occur prior to the items listed
in clause 33. Therefore, I will have to rule that question out of order as far as this clause
is concerned.
Mrs HALLAHAN: In the interests of us all being committed to some degree of
democracy and a genuine attempt to discuss legislation, will the Minister take up my
offer, which I genuinely made, that he and I discuss it for five minutes with his officers in
the period that will follow as we move onto other business of the House? I do not want
the Minister on record saying again and again that he cannot understand the question,
because it throws a serious doubt about his ability to be a Minister. I do not want to
reflect on him any more than is necessary.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again at a later stage of the sitting, on motion by
Mr Lewis (Minister for Planning).
[Continued on p 8961.]

MOTION - GOVERNMENT PURCHASING AND TENDERING
MR McGINTY (Fremantle - Leader of the Opposition) [4.36 pml: I move -

That this House expresses its grave disquiet that the Premier has failed to ensure
that his Ministers abide by proper standards of conduct in government purchasing
and tendering.

A very unfortunate pattern has been emerging in the past two years that this Government
has been in office. There has been a combination of things, the first of which is the
increase in the incidence of the Government contracting out to the private sector a range
of functions traditionally performed by government. That has been accompanied by the
second element of a decline in the standard of probity which should be expected of
government purchasing and tendering. When we have a Government intent on increasing
the number of contracts it has with private sector organisations and agencies to provide
services to government, we must have the highest standards of probity in the way in
which those tenders are dealt with. Unfortunately, we have seen not only a decline in the
level of probity but, concurrent with that, a rejection by this Government of the vast bulk
of the report of the royal commission. The Government has rejected a great number of
recommendations from the royal commission, which were designed to give Western
Australia a more accountable system of government.
The royal commission acted very much like a constitutional convention. Some of the
best legal brains in Australia, and certainly in Western Australia, heard evidence from a
whole range of people associated with government. We had experts from law and from
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academia and others contributing to the royal commission. Then we had the second
report of the royal commission giving us i blueprint for government into the next
century. It will go down in history as one of the great lost opportunities. This
Government has passed up the opportunity to ensure that not only we, but future
generations of Western Australians enjoy a model system of representative democracy
and government based on the highest standards of probity, integrity and accountability.
The rejection of the royal commission processes of accountability will cost this
Government dearly as time goes on. Itris, and has been quite clearly stated to be, the
view of the Liberal Party that Liberals are good and Labor people are bad, and all one
need do is get rid of the bad people and one will have good government. This
unsophisticated approach has been clearly enunciated by the Premier and most recently
and volubly by the Minister for Health at the recent WA Inc seminar, at which the
Minister for Health was roundly castigated by everyone present, and I believe the media
as well, for adopting such a fallacious and simplistic analysis of our need in Western
Australia for government and the level of accountability that should be applied. Quite
clearly that analysis overlooks the fact that a former Liberal Premier is currently facing
criminal charges in this State, that a Liberal backbencher is reputedly about to be charged
by the police for a criminal offence, and that Liberal Ministers, from the Premier down,
have misled this House over tendering processes. Ministers have repeatedly breached
propriety guidelines which have been established to ensure that tenders are let in a
regular way rather than in a way that favours the mates of the Government. Ministers
have not been open, honest or accountable in awarding tenders and contracts, and more
often than not in this House the information has had to be dragged from them rather than
their coming forward with it voluntarily.
There are two approaches to accountability: First, to embrace t notion that in a
representative democracy in this House, it is the duty of any Minister to be open and
forthright in providing information to the House and, therefore, to the people of this
State. Unfortunately that has not been a hallmark of this Government. The second
approach, which is the way I believe this Government has operated, is that when in a
corner, reluctantly let the information be dragged out, but try to cover one's tracks along
the way. I will demonstrate that that is the way in which this Government approaches
accountability.
We must have checks and balances in our system of representative democracy. Unless
Ministers tell the truth in this place and volunteer the information about the way in which
they purchase goods and let tenders, particularly where those tenders involve mrends,
relations or people with connections to their party, there is an obligation to be more
forthright than we have seen from this Government. I have an example of where the
Premier has misled this House in a most serious way in the granting of a contract to a
firm very closely connected with the Liberal Party. The Premier has made great play in
recent days of an allegation that I had misled the House. That was a purely semantic
exercise by the Premier. I was asked in 1992 whether I had had any in-depth discussions
about the contract involving the old Swan Brewery, to which I answered, "No". I
certainly had had discussions, but they were not in any sense what I would describe as in-
depth. I have been quite open in saying I had met with John Roberts from Multiplex and
that I had discussed these matters with him, but not in an in-depth way. Again today the
Premier tried to flog a dead horse with that issue-
I refer now to the actions of the Premier himself in the letting of tenders to a company
very closely linked with the Liberal Party. On 9 August - Ohis is recorded in the Hansard
of that day on page 3027 - the Premier was asked a question on notice about the Water
Authority infill sewerage strategy -

What payments have been made to each private sector individual or company
involved in the campaign?

Listed against that answer is a range of amounts against the companies, Quik Print, Data
Management Services, Page Plus, Barrett Industries, Dix Print, Lamb Printers, the
Rowland Co, Shepherd Media, Ad Link DDB Needham, and Media Decisions.
Amazingly one company is missing from the Premier's answer. In my view this is where
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he misled the Parliament in order to protect the company headed by Chilla Porter, the
former State Director of the Liberal Party. No mention was made in the Premier's
answer to this Parliament of the firm known as Controlled Marketing. The Opposition
came to know that Controlled Marketing was associated with the infill sewerage
program - notwithstanding the Premier's denial that the company was associated and his
failure to identify it as a company involved in the infill sewerage program - as a result of
an internal memorandum within the Water Authority which was confidential until 20
October, 1994. In the implementation of the water restrictions in the metropolitan area,
the internal memorandum to the director of regional services and others made the
observation that the arrangements that had been put in place included one to contract a
telemarketing firm, Controlled Marketing. That company successfully handled the infill
sewerage launch. We all know that Controlled Marketing has extremely close links with
the Liberal Party. Why did the Premier hide that fact from this Parliament? Why has he
not apologised and set straight the record? He is guilty of an absolute and most blatant
misleading of this Parliament to cover up a contract that went, without tender, to one of
his mates, Chilla Porter, and his company. Controlled Marketing. There can be no way
in which the Premier can squirm out of that issue; no semantics are involved. He misled
the House and told an untruth to the House because Controlled Marketing clearly had the
contract for the telephone information services with respect to the infill sewerage
program. However, the Premier tried to cover it up and misled the House by not telling
us that Controlled Marketing had that contract.
To stick with the Water Authority, since the Minister is here, I know of two very blatant
examples of impropriety by this Minister for Water Resources in his dealing with this
matter. First, with respect to the Hilton sewerage project, the Water Authority was the
lowest tenderer. The Government was not happy with that; it examined it and realised
that, based on a strict economic analysis, that the Water Authority's was the cheapest
tender. It then recalled tenders and directed the Water Authority not to apply, even
though that would have resulted in a saving of money to the State and, therefore, to the
taxpayers in this State. It wanted to promote its friends in the private sector even when it
was more expensive than having the Water Authority provide that service.
A very similar, and I believe very strange, arrangement occurred for the provision of
motor vehicles to the Water Authority. The Water Authority came in with the cheapest
tender to provide its own vehicle service in-house. That was rejected by the Government.
which said it wanted private sector involvement at an additional cost. This is a blatant
waste of taxpayers' money. It is a corruption of the tendering system that operates in this
State.
In the past few days we have seen a farcical arrangement with Stateships where the
Minister in the other place has said that Stateships won the tender for the provision of
Stateships' services. He is on record as saying Stateships would not be allowed to apply
because it must go to the private sector. Nonetheless, he is on record as saying Stateships
won the tender. Quite clearly the Minister refuses to accept tenders which will save the
State millions of dollars because the Government's friend, Len Buckeridge, has not yet
reached the position where his tender can stack up. Early in the new year tenders will be
re-called and we will then see if Len Buckeridge does not end up with control over
Stateships. That would be a corruption of the tendering process when the cheapest
tenderer - someone who complies with all the requirements - is rejected by the
Government because one of its mates has not put in the lowest tender.
We have all seen what happens here. We have debated this elsewhere and the Minister
knows very well this will cause his Government considerable pain before we are through.
Finally, I refer to the Ord hydro scheme. The Minister for Resources Development has
defended a very good project, but it is flawed because it did not involve any tender
process. It involves the State in the sale of water and the purchase of electricity. No
expressions of interest were called, nor any tender process implemented whatsoever.
This is becoming the hallmark of this Government, which it will one day rue because,
ultimately, it will be its downfall. This Government does not stand for accountability.
That is showing up every day with its purchasing and tendering arrangements.
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MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [4.50 pm]: In 'speaking in favour of the motion, I will use
as an example the Barrack Square development, which we have debated previously in
this House. The motion refers to "Ministers", but the Minister who has failed to adhere
to proper standards in this case is the Premier. The Premier has not been accountable.
The Premier has refused to provide information which we have sought from him to show
that this development will be for the benefit of this State. During the debate last night,
the Premier tried to deflect the issue by saying that the approval was given in the life of
the last Government. However, the Premier indicated a week ago, in answer to a
question on notice which I had before me, that the lease was granted on 1 July 1994. The
lease clearly was not granted by the previous Government. so the Premier was attempting
to mislead the House in order to try to rake the heat off himself and to deflect the need for
him to be accountable.
The Premier then said that the company in which his brother had a keen interest,
Paramount Australia, is no longer involved in that development and that he knew nothing
about that company. However, a few minutes later he was able to say that Paramount
was not owned by Resource and Industry, his brother's company, and there were no
directors who were common between the two companies - something which I accept.
When I asked the Premier last night whether there was any common ownership or any
link in ownership, he was not able to answer that question. Today in question time, the
Premier indicated that there was no common ownership. It appears from a company
search that on the surface there is no direct connection, but I will return to that matter in a
moment. Another matter that I raised with the Premier was that the Government's
proposal to put a trench or tunnel along the foreshore would be a huge advantage to the
owners of that development at Barrack Square. An article in today's The West Australian
reports favourably about Paramount Australia, which is seeking to raise capital on the
Stock Exchange and, therefore, is keen to seize the advantage of that proposal. The
article attributed to Paramount Australia's Chairman, Mr Mickle, that -

He told the annual meeting this meant the company could enjoy long-term rental
income without the capital outlay expected on a comparable sire in the CBD.
The company's costly but unsuccessful efforts to get a liquor licence for a tavern
at the site could be reactivated for stage two of the development now that there
were plans to sink Riverside Drive.

We see clearly that the company recognises that it will be given a considerable financial
advantage by being able to locate its development at that site. It suggests that because
the Premier is committed to putting a tunnel in front of that site, that will enhance the
value of that development and, therefore, the company can raise more money on the
Stock Exchange. I raised those matters with the Premier yesterday, and he refused to
address them.
The Premier says he knows nothing about Paramount Australia and his brother is no
longer connected with it. If that is true, and I do not have the information to refute it,
clearly the value of this development has been on-sold to Paramount Australia, so his
brother's company, Resource and Industry, may have picked up a benefit when it was on-
sold. I have no idea what that benefit may have been. However, the fact is that this
company had a project up and running during the life of this Government, and a new
entity, Paramount Australia, is now in control of it. The Premier has refused to provide
information, which is a common occurrence. The Premier has refused to disclose a
simple thing such as with whom he met on his trip earlier this year to Singapore. Those
meetings may have been concerned with the development of land or tourist facilities in
this State, or other matters, but the Premier did not think it appropriate that people should
know with whom he was dealing on what I assume was government business and not
private business.
The list which I have obtained today indicates that a range of individuals and companies
have shares in Paramount Australia. Some of those companies have addresses not in
Western Australia or Australia but overseas. One might be surprised to find that the
countries which have an interest in this development at Barrack Square are Singapore and
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Malaysia. In fact, nearly half of the total shareholding of Paramount Australia is held by
companies in Malaysia and Singapore. A number of the companies that are registered in
Perth seem to be controlled by Chiang Kok Tea, who is also a director of Paramount
Australia and happens to have an address in Malaysia. Therefore, a number of
companies which are registered in Perth appear on the surface to have a connection with
an overseas owner. One cannot be sure of the nationality of people simply because they
have an overseas address, but it suggests that the Foreign Investment Review Board
should approve such a development if it were to go ahead. No discussion has taken place
about whether FIRE approval has been sought, so one assumes that has been done. We
will follow the matter through to see whether approval has been granted.
We have a number of options. One option is that this prime development on the Perth
foreshore has been on-sold to a company which is owned by overseas interests.
However, it is possible that the overseas ownership is just a scam or way of hiding the
true ownership by people in Perth. That being the case, we would not have a problem
with the FIRE, but we might have a problem in regard to being accountable and showing
who will be the beneficiary of the Government's decision to give a lease for this
development. The Premier is not willing to disclose what rental will be paid. The
Premier indicated in the answer to a question on notice that the lease for the riverbed
would be for 21 years. The Press article today indicates that the company believes that
could be extended to 63 years, and that would enhance the value of that company and
enable it to raise money, whether here or overseas.
The matters that were raised yesterday and which the Premier tried to refute today have
not been answered. The Premier has not been accountable. We do not know whether
overseas companies have the majority interest in this development. We do not know
what profit was passed on to the company of the Premier's brother, Resource and
Industry, if it is now really at arn's length from Paramount Australia. We do not know
whether key elements in Resource and Industry have a controlling interest in Paramount
Australia but have hidden that controlling industry by going offshore. These questions
need to be answered. We are talking about a prime site at the foot of the city of Perth,
and it is no good for the Premier simply to dive for cover and say that Resource and
Industry does not own Paramount Australia. We know that there is a long history in this
State, going back to the time of Sir Charles Court in the 1970s, of improper action in
regard to shares being the tool of trade for company directors in this State. That is
something which we certainly regret through the excesses of the 1980s. That is
documented clearly in federal reports connected to the Premier's brother, right back to
the 1970s, so how do we know that is not continuing today? The Premier should give
assurances that we will get the best deal for the Perth foreshore and that the Government
is being accountable. If the Government had nothing to hide, it would produce a copy of
the lease agreement so that everyone could see exactly what are the conditions and what
rent will be paid to the people of this State by a company which will have the advantage
of using that prime site.
MRS ROBERTS (Glendalough) [5.00 pm]: In my contribution to this debate, I will
concentrate on the bungling and the misleading of the House that has occurred in relation
to Water Authority tendering by a company called Controlled Marketing. I begin my
comments by referring to a clear instance of the Minister for Water Resources misleading
the House in that regard. I asked the Minister a question as follows -

(1) Has the Western Australian Water Authority engaged Controlled
Marketing to do any phone polling?

(2) If so, when, for what purpose and at what cost?
On 22 November, I received a written answer which stated that the Western Australian
Water Authority had not engaged Controlled Marketing to do any phone polling and
therefore the other parts of the question were not applicable. However, in this House on
8 June this year, the Minister told us a different story. He said -

Over the two weeks between 18 April and 2 May, the Water Authority
commissioned a consultant in Contr-ol Marketing to do some phone polling. The
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main message received by the Water Authority was that it was the best thing the
Government had ever done and many people believed it should have been done
years ago.

That is a clear contradiction. On which occasion did the Minister tell an untruth? Either
Controlled Marketing did conduct phone polling as indicated by the Minister on 8 June in
this House or Controlled Marketing did not do the phone polling as he indicated in his
answer to a question that I asked on Tuesday, 22 November 1994. It is a clear case of
this Minister misleading this House on at least one of those occasions. Further, when I
raised the issue of Controlled Marketing and its involvement a couple of weeks ago, the
Minister shrugged his shoulders and said he was not sure who did it. He said that he did
not check it out. He said that WAWA does hundreds of millions of dollars worth of
tendering and that he was not sure who did what. If that is the case, how is it that he
knew in June this year that Controlled Marketing was involved and then suddenly forgot
about it? How could he say in this House that he did not know that Chill. Porter was
associated with that company? How could he dismiss it by saying that he does not check
out whether people have a background in the Communist Party or any other party? I did
not ask him about that. He would have to go around with his eyes and ears closed not to
know that Chilla Porter was associated with Controlled Marketing because, less than a
year ago, his involvement with that company was raised in this Parliament and in the
media over a two week period in relation to the dropping of regulations from the
charitable collections legislation. It was alleged at the time that Chilla Porter had been to
see the Premier and the Minister for Finance to get those regulations dropped so that his
company could take a greater share of the charitable collections money.
Mr Omodei: Are you saying that I knew that Chilla Porter was involved in Controlled
Marketing?
Mrs ROBERTS: I am saying that the Minister would have been deaf, dumb and blind not
to know that Chilla Porter was associated with Controlled Marketing. The Minister can
check the references. There were numerous articles in the media last year and numerous
allegations about the involvement of the Premier and the Minister for Finance. It was
certainly one of the big stories at about this time last year. However, the Minister says he
did not see or hear anything! Is he going to tell me that he was overseas at the time? The
Minister for Water Resources needs to explain it. I am not, as the Minister has suggested
on some occasions, alleging that Chilla Porter did anything wrong. However, I am
suggesting that the Minister has done something wrong because he did not ensure that
correct procedures were followed on the tendering system. By that stage, the Minister
should have known better.
I now refer to the City of Perth restructuring brochure which the Minister had printed just
over a year ago. In awarding that contract to a company called Scott Four Colour Print,
he awarded it to yet another company that had strong connections with the Liberal Party.
The Minister was carpeted by the Premier on that occasion. Again, numerous articles
were run in the media and many comments were made about the matter in Parliament.
At that time, the Minister, after pressure was placed on him by the many news articles,
gave a commitment to this House. He said on 9 December 1993 in answer to a question
from the member for Nollamara -

Yes, I do acknowledge that there has been an obvious oversight on my part in
relation to the quoting and tendering procedure.

He said further -
However, I give the House a commitment that the Government's requirements
will be adhered to in the future.

The then Leader of the Opposition asked the Minister to table the instructions that he had
given his officers. We were told they were verbal instructions. I do not think anything
has changed because I asked the Minister a question, to which I received a response on
22 November, about the procedures he followed and the action he took to ensure that it
would not happen again. He replied -
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My officers were instructed to ensure that such breaches will not occur. I also
raised this issue with each of my agency CEOs during normal briefing sessions.

That is not enough because I happen to know that this matter was referred to the Auditor
General and that correspondence exists between the Office of the Auditor General and
the Minister's office in regard to these matters.
Mr Omodel: What does the correspondence say?
Mrs ROBERTS: flat is what I am waiting for the Minister to demonstrate to this House.
I asked in a question on notice -

Will the Minister table all correspondence that he or his staff sent to the Auditor
General in regard to this matter?

His answer was no. I understand that the correspondence going from the Minister's
office to the Office of the Auditor General will be available to me under freedom of
information legislation. However, this Minister will not provide it to me.
Mr Omodei: If it is available to you under POT, what is the problem?
Mrs ROBERTS: The Minister should be open and accountable. If he has nothing to hide
he should table the correspondence in the House. He should not subject me as a
representative of the people of this State to a 45 day procedure to obtain information
under POT legislation. If he has nothing to hide, he should put his cards on the table and
table the correspondence. I refer to another question that was asked of the Minister for
Services to which we received a reply on 6 December 1994. The question was -

What action did the State Supply Commission take over breaches to section 17(1)
of the State Supply Commission Act in relation to the failure of the Minister for
Local Government and his officers to obtain the required three quotes prior to
letting a printing contract to Scott Four Colour Print in 1993?

The answer was -

The State Supply Commission took no action in relation to this matter as the
Minister for Local Government made a commitment to this House on 9 December
1993 that the commission's supply policies would be adhered to in the future.
Further, the State Supply Commission Act contains no specific provisions for
non-compliance with the State Supply Commission Act or supply policies.
An amendment Bill is currently before the House which will provide for
regulations to be prescribed allowing for measures to be undertaken to ensure that
public authorities comply with supply policies.

The Minister has been let off the hook because he gave a commitment to this House.
What action did he take? What notice did he put in writing to anyone? How did he
ensure that it will not occur in the future? It happened again. It happened in the case of
the sewerage telemtarketing contract and it happened in relation to the water restrictions
telemarketintg contract. I asked the Minister what he had done. He has done nothing
more than he did before. This House and the public of Western Australia have no
guarantee from him whatsoever.
The last point I wish to raise in regard to Controlled Marketing is whether it was really
needed. The Minister suggested in this House that it was needed because the Water
Authority was receiving up to 700 calls a day. Let us assume, for generosity's sake, that
it received those calls in a seven day week. That would total about 5 000 calls a week.
However, I have been advised by staff at the Water Authority that, when the annual
notices are sent out, they receive many more calls than they are now receiving on the
water restrictions Or that they received on the sewerage infill. I then asked the Minister
for Water Resources -

When the Water Authority sends its annual bills our, approximately how many
phone inquiries would it receive over the following four weeks?

The answer was 90 000 calls. In this instance I am talking about 20 000 inquiries a week
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which are handled internally. Why could not the Water Authority of Western Australia
have coped with those other inquiries? It has been suggested to me that the Water
Authority's staff could have handled that telephone work, yet it was given to Controlled
Marketing, a company which happens to be associated with a former director of the Stare
Liberal Parry.
I have explained that the Minister misled the Parliament by what he said in June this year
and in his answer to a question I asked in this place. The Premier also misled Parliament
in his answer to a question by the member for Belmont. He detailed the cost of the
sewerage infili including everything associated with the advertising campaign, and he
listed the sewerage hotline at $44 7 18. However, when he listed to whom the payments
had gone he failed to mention Controlled Marketing. It was a cover-up and more
subterfuge.
The render guidelines continue to be breached by the Minister and he learned nothing
from his experience a year ago when he was carpeted by the Premier. I call upon the
Premier to take further action against the Minister because this sort of thing cannot
continue to occur. The Premier has been silent in this round.
MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley - Attorney General) [5.12 pml: I oppose the motion
which refers to the current method of government purchasing and tendering. This
Government acted very quickly on the deficiencies that had been allowed to develop by
the previous Labor Government in the areas of purchasing and tendering practices. In
my portfolio those deficiencies were evident in the Department of Corrective Services.
In order to remedy that situation the tendering and purchasing practices were clearly
identified in a tabled paper in another place relating to the building services division of
the Department of Corrective Services. That division rook away from the Building
Management Authority its role in purchasing and tendering. Of course, in the area of
Corrective Services those practices concern the building of prisons. At that time
extensions were being carried out to the Bunbury Regional Prison and the Casuarina
Prison was under construction.
In an article in the Sunday Times on 18 October 1992 reference was made to paper
No 678 which was tabled in the other place. It refers to some of the problems highlighted
in that report as follows -

.. some goods and services were purchased without going to tender, a clear
breach of a 1991 directive from the Premier.
The relationship between the division and some commercial companies was
unhealthy, the report said.
Failure to comply with standard procedures for tendering and the issuing of
contracts had cost hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Last year I made a ministerial statement in which I said it was estimated that the losses
ran into millions of dollars. The article continues -

One example was roads built at the Casuarina Prison site.
The work should have cost $536,385, but industrial strife forced the contractor to
abandon the job.
The incompleted work had to be put out for tender and the job was finished for
$1l5m.

The article outlined another problem at that time and that was with the security
equipment- The article continues -

Security equipment, such as razor wire, was bought directly from suppliers on the
basis it was tested thoroughly at the department's Canning Vale test sire.
But the report examined such plans and found concerns serious enough to cast,
doubt over the purchase of other equipment.
"A cursory examination of the testing of the barbed barrier tape used in perimeter
installations at several prisons raises concern," it said.
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The report also examined the purchase of 21km of barbed wire and found there
was an apparent attempt to circumvent the tender process.

The Government, in making sure that the whole process was properly undertaken,
transferred that responsibility back to the BMA. The building services division was no
longer in existence at the Department of Corrective Services and it is now a client. The
BMA is the project coordinator and it assists in the development of the projects. It
ensures that the proper purchasing and tendering processes arm entered into, and that is
what is occurring with the new juvenile detention centre.
I will refer members to some parts of the report which was tabled in the other place
because the then Minister for Corrective Services indicated that the Department of
Corrective Services initiated an internal review into the operations of the department's
building services division on 7 July 1992. The review was commenced by the
department's executive director following concerns relating to management practice in
that division, and I have outlined some of those concerns. The executive summary of the
report highlights the real depth of the tendering and purchasing practices at that time.
Members should bear in mind that I am talking about what occurred in 1991 and 1992. 1
remind members that the now Leader of the Opposition was the Minister for Services
between 5 February 1991 and 26 October 1992. On page 3 of the executive summary the
report states -

... the system of internal control is so poor that without a detailed review of all
the significant transactions relating to the business of the Division, it is
impossible to reliably conclude that large errors or impropriety have not occurred.

On page 4, the report states -
... it has not been possible to readily conclude that the Division has made the
substantial savings claimed. In fact, a preliminary cost analysis of the recent
Bunbury prison up-grade project has been unable to substantiate management
claims about significant savings.
... There is also reason to doubt the integrity and/or quality of the research
conducted on security systems and products which has been used to substantiate
direct purchasing practices involving millions of dollars.
... It would appear that in some instances they may have compromised
themselves in terms of the FA&AA in order to comply with their client's
instructions .. . There is a pressing need to introduce more efficient and effective
systems and procedures with an appropriate emphasis on accountability.

The Opposition has a lot to answer for in regard to the tendering and purchasing practices
it engaged in when in government and even when the review was brought down it was
not prepared to ensure that the items raised were properly dealt with.
MR KIERATH (Riverton - Minister for Services) [5.18 pm]: I cannot believe the
hypocrisy of the Leader of the Opposition in coming into this House with a motion like
this. The motion states that the Premier had failed to ensure that his Ministers abide by
proper standards of conduct in government purchasing and tendering. When the Leader
of the Opposition was a Minister he did not abide by proper standards of conduct in
government purchasing and tendering. I only wish he was in the House so that I could
ask him whether he or any member of his staff interfered with proper and lawful
tendering processes.
The Leader of the Opposition accused a former Liberal Premier of having criminal
charges laid against him. I remind the House that I know of only two former members of
Parliament who are in gaol. One was a former Premier and leader of the parliamentary
Labor Party, Brian Burke, and the other is a former Deputy Premier, David Parker. They
are two Labor members of Parliament who are serving time in the clink for indiscretions.
I understand that the charges against a former Liberal Premier related to activities he
undertook when he was no longer a member of Parliament and certainly he was not the
leader of the parliamentary Liberal Party.
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My second point relates to comments by the Leader of the Opposition. He said that
Ministers must tell die truth about tenders and particularly about people connected to the
party. Who was connected to the Swan Brewery deal? It was Multiplex and its principal,
John Roberts, who was a founding member of the Curtin Foundation - the fundraising
arm of die Australian Labor Party. The Leader of the Opposition should tell the truth in
that regard.
I will refer to two instances of interference with the tender process. The first relates to
the Rangeview Remand Centre when die Leader of the Opposition was the Minister for
Construction. In response to the tender process the lowest price was by Atlas Premix, a
company associated with the Buckeridge group. These notes indicate -

...Atlas Premix submitted a quote of $ 100 per cubic metre. The closing date for
quotations was 12 May 1992. On 12 June 1992 the company was sent a written
notice which advised that all offers had been declined.

Because the Buckeridge company won the tender. It is interesting. The job was then
broken up; instead of one lot it was broken into job lots to award the contract to someone
else. This was the Leader of the Opposition in the position of Minister for Construction.
In this case, he was very careful. He did not do the dirty work personally. He sent in his
senior staff. The briefing notes read -

Because of perceived potential industrial relations problems -

It was a threat of industrial relations problems; a threat by his union mates. It continues -

- which might occur on the Rangeview site if Atlas Premix supplied the concrete,
it was decided that the prudent course of action would be to decline to proceed
with the quotes.

That is interesting also. The briefing notes continue -

The Minister of the day did not personally discuss the matter with the Executive
Director of the BMA, however, staff of the Minister's office were involved in
discussions with senior staff of the BMA. However, whilst no direction was
given by either die Minister or his staff it was strongly suggested by the
Minister's staff that tenders from the Buckeridge Group of Companies were not to
be accepted but the final decision on this matter was taken by the BMA. The
decision taken at the time was considered to be prudent and commercially sound.

The Minister's staff were told then that no tenders were to be accepted from the
Buckeridge group of companies.

Point of Order
Mr RIPPER: Mr Acting Speaker, can you inquire whether the Minister is quoting from
an official document? If he is, can he table it? It appears that he is purporting to quote
from an official document; certainly his tone of authority seems to indicate that he is
quoting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Day): Is the Minister quoting from an official document?
If so, is he prepared to table it?
Mr KIERATH: I am more than happy to table the document.
[See papers Nos 666 and 667.]

Debate Resumed
Mr KIERATH: I have made the point.
Mr Ripper: Is it an official document?
Mr KIERATH: It is a briefing note to me. I have another document.
Several members inteiJected.
Mr KIERATH: I have not read from this one yet. I am saving the best until last. No
wonder members opposite are yelling and screaming. They should! I turn now to a note
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dated 9 July 1992 addressed to the Honourable Minister for Construction again relating
to a tender at the Rangeview Remand Centre by Firestone Holdings Pty Ltd. It reads -

Firestone submitted the lowest tender for Sheet Roofing and Ventilators at
Rangeview.

It was the lowest price. The third point reads -
*... The general opinion obtained was that while Mr Moran may be abrupt and at
times difficult to deal with, a satisfactory level of workmanship could be
expected.

There we have it! It refers to a "satisfactory level of workmanship". It continues -

.. Among the references provided were several smaller BMA contracts, both
recent and current, on which Firestone's performance was satisfactory.

Members opposite should understand what I read. This is an official indication that
Firestone submitted tke lowest tender, it is an official confirmation that its performance
was satisfactory, and that a reasonable result was expected. What would members say to
a Minister who would interfere in such a process and direct that a fir-m not be given the
contract? What would the House say? Everyone would say that it was ministerial
interference of the worst sort ever seen.
I come now to the Leader of the Opposition. A colleague asked whether the Leader of
the Opposition has ever heard of yellow stickers - he was fond of writing comments on
the bottom of letters. I will read the comment, and I will table it with the greatest
pleasure. Members should listen to what the illustrious Leader of the Opposition wrote.
The document reads -

I am amazed that the contract was offered ...
Several members interjected.
Mr KIERATH: The member for Peel is trying to drown me out. I will table the
document. I will continue to read the note because it gets better. The first sentence
brings into question the probity of the BMA Co award the contract in the first place. It
reads -

Please ensure that Firestone/Moran get no contracts till further ministerial
approval is given.

It is signed by J. McGinty on 15 July 1992. How is that, Mr Acting Speaker? That is the
standard of conduct by the Leader of the Opposition when he was a Minister of the
Crown. We had a proper tender process. The department awarded the contract to a firm
whom the Minister decided he did not like; so he interfered with the tender process by
putting his instructions on the bottom of the page -

I am amazed that the contract was offered. Please ensure that Firestone/Moran
get no contracts till further ministerial approval is given.

That is very interesting. The contract became very messy. I was opposition spokesman
at the time and I raised the matter in the public arena because this was an abuse of the
powers of a Minister's office. It was an abuse of a position of trust. It was an abuse of
everything that a Minister in this House should represent. It was deliberate, political
interference to prevent someone from getting a lawful contract. Now we have the Leader
of the Opposition using this motion to try to cast a slur and doubts on the conduct of the
Ministers of this Government, when his own hands are dirty. They are the blackest hands
we have ever seen. It was the most deliberate intervention in the tender process while he
was the Minister for Construction.
The affair started to turn sour because by the time he tried to stop it the contract had been
awarded. Materials had been purchased and delivered to the site. That began the long
saga to bring the oontract to an end.
I have another note dated 29 June 1992 seeking confirmation from the Minister. It
reads -
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Confirmation of your instructions to proceed with settling this contract is
requested.

On the bottom are the words -

Authorised to proceed with either (a) action to terminate following breach by
Moran, or (b) negotiated settlement.

It is a very good example of the point the Labor Opposition has been trying to make
when casting slurs on people. When the member for Fremantle was a Minister, a tender
went through the proper process and what did he do? He interfered. That interference
occurred on two occasions; the first interference was by a staff member who prevented a
proper tender succeeding. In the second case a tender had been awarded and the Minister
wrote -

Please ensure that Firestone/Moran get no contracts till further ministerial
approval.

The Minister set himself up as judge and jury of the whole process. Those are the
standards we have come to expect of him. This person has been voted leader of the
Labor Party, and he has no credibility. When he was in a position to do something about
it, he failed his oath of office because he did not act without fear or favour. He failed his
duty as a Minister on behalf of the public of Western Australia, and he failed his own
people at the time.
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Day): Order! There are far too many interjections from
my left. The Opposition members have had a fair go. The Minister does not wish to take
the interjections and he should be heard in silence.
Mr Ripper: Will the Minister take an interjection?
Mr KIERATH: No, the member has had his time in which to speak. He does not like the
fact that his leader has been caught out interfering in the process and with his hand in the
till.

Withdrawal of Remark
Mr TAYLOR: Not only does this chicken-hearted Minister refuse to take interjections,
but also he said that the Leader of the Opposition had his hand in the till. It would be in
the interests of this House to ask the Minister to withdraw that comment and apologise,
as is the normal course.
The ACTING SPEAKER: I believe the phrase is unparliamentary and I ask the Minister
to withdraw.
Mr KIERATH: I withdraw and apologise.

Debate Reswned
Mr KIERATH: I meant to say the then Minister directly interfered in a tender process.
That Minister is now Leader of the Opposition. No wonder members opposite all sing,
yell and scream in tune.
Several members inteiJected.
Mr KIERATH: I will take an interjection. If my leader acted in that way, I would ask
him to stand down. Will the member for Peel ask his leader to stand down? Will the
member for Belmont ask his leader to stand down?
Mr Ripper: Will you let me answer?
Mr KIERATH: Does the member for Belmont support this motion before the House?
Mr Ripper: Of course I support the motion.
Mr KIERATH: Will he lead by example and insist that, no matter whb the Minister or
from which side of politics, he must abide by the motion? We have discovered what
members opposite really are about. They come into this House, expecting and
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demanding certain standards from members on this side of the House, and quite rightly
so. I agree that members on this side have different standards from those in the Labor
Party, and they always have had. Government members will stand by standards, probity,
and their own performance, but members opposite will not. They have never been
prepared to do so.
Mr Marlborough interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peel. The Minister has taken an
interjection from the member, he has had a good go and he should now cease interjecting.
Mr Ripper: Would die Minister like me to answer the question he asked me?
Mr KIERATH: Which question?
Mr Ripper: Does the Minister know that the principal of that firm was convicted of an
assault on a public officer? Does he regard that as justification for the action taken by the
Minister?
Mr KIERATH: Does the member for Belmont think that the BMA is a competent
authority to award tenders and contracts, and that it knows more than the Minister?
Mr Ripper: Does the Minister think it appropriate that someone convicted of assault on a
public officer should be given work on a BMA project of extreme sensitivity, where it
was important that the project be completed? Does he think a disruptive person such as
that should get the contract?
Mr KIERATH: On the question of whether someone has a criminal record, if that person
has been convicted he pays his just dues. In this case, the BMA made the decision that it
was the lowest tender.
Mr Marlborough: You are supporting thugs, and you am one yourself. You are no
different.

Withdrawal of Remark
Mr OMODEI: I distinctly heard the member for Peel call the Minister a thug, and I ask
that it be withdrawn.
The ACTING SPEAKER: I heard that interjection and it is unparliamentary. I ask the
member for Peel to withdraw.
Mr RIPPER: I distinctly heard the interjection by the member for Peel and I think it was
to the effect that the Minister was prepared to support thugs. That is different from the
point raised by the Minister for Water Resources. That is my clear understanding of the
interjection by the member for Peel. The Acting Speaker may rule that it should be
withdrawn, but any ruling should be made on a correct understanding of what occurred.
The ACTING SPEAKER: It is correct that the member for Peel made that comment, but
he also said the Minister was one himself. I ask the member for Peel to withdraw.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I withdraw.

Debate Resumed
Mr KIERATH: I can understand the sensitivity of members opposite on this issue. I am
sure my backbenchers would be scared if they had been caught out like this. In this same
note to the then Minister that issue is raised. It states -

the Principal ... had been convicted of an assault .. , and had paid the resultant
penalty.

It further states -

Based on this, the initial recommendation was to decline Firestone's offer and
accept the second lowest tender.

The next point states -
When this was conveyed to Mr Moran he requested a meeting to put his case
forward for further consideration. At a meeting on May 21 Mr Moran provided

8956



(Wednesday, 7 December 1994] 85

several references which were subsequently checked. The genera] opinion
obtained was that while Mr Moran may be abrupt and at times difficult to deal
with, a satisfactory level of workmanship could be expected.

It further stated -
One referee offered by Mr Moran was Ron Kenny of the Builders Labourers
Federation.

It also stated -

Among the references provide were several smaller BMA contracts, both recent
and current, on which Firestone's performance was satisfactory.

A recommendation was made that the tender be accepted, even when these circumstances
were known, because the BMA's experience of dealing with this person was satisfactory
and the workmanship was also satisfactory. The BMA stated that he had paid the
appropriate penalty for the offence he had committed. That is the difference between the
two parties: On this side of the House members believe in law and order, but members of
the Opposition do not believe in law and order. They never believed in it when in
government and nor did they believe in the standards of probity and conduct. Members
opposite demonstrated their bad standards when in government and we see those
standards again now they are in opposition. Before the Leader of the Opposition came
into this place with this motion, he should have put his own house in order. He has tried
to taint people on this side of the House and has made claims for which be has no
evidence.
I am more than happy to table these documents to make sure members opposite read
them. I hope they take the time and trouble to do so. The Leader of the Opposition has
been caught out; he interfered in a proper tender process. We think it is absolutely
ridiculous that he should come in here and make such comments. He should be
condemned for his actions when he was a member of the Government.
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.41 pm]): We have
seen a very interesting example of the tactics the Government will adopt when
confronted with the reality of its own performance. We have just heard from the Minister
for Labour Relations a complete distortion of a particular tender process. There were two
distortions in his argument. The first was his claim that the then Minister for
Construction had no role to play in the process. He claimed that because the then
Minister said that a particular contract should not be awarded this was an abuse of power.
That Minister had a right to do exactly what he did under the process that existed at that
time. The second distortion in the argument of the Minister for Labour Relations was
whether the former Minister had a justifiable meason for what he did. The Minister for
Labour Relations deliberately left out of his argument the one pertinent fact relating to
the situation; that was that the individual concerned, who was a possible contractor to the
Government, had been convicted of assaulting a public officer and was seeking a contract
for a project which had to be dealt with expeditiously. I believe the then Minister
intervened appropriately, to use the Minister's word, and with very good reason. There is
no argument whatever with that.
Contrast that with the evidence we have produced today on a range of issues. I have
another issue related to the health system, which is going through significant changes.
We are seeing the break-up of the system into four pants - what is known as the funder-
owner, purchaser-provider system - and each of those parts will be able to contract with
the other for the delivery of health services. The concept of the contract goes righr to the
heart of the health system. Contracting out issues will become central to the politics of
health care in this State.
The second part of the change tie Government wants to introduce is to bring in market
tests for the supply of health services. In the first instance we will see it through the
benchmarking of government services and, in the second instance, through the opening
up of health services to market competition. The Government has indicated its priorities
and emphasis and the results it wishes to achieve in two major areas of health. The
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Government is desperate to get a hospital somewhere in private ownership and control, or
should I say private ownership and/or control, because it is possible to have a privately
run hospital which is publicly owned.
The first test case was Bunbury. but the people of Bunbury told the Minister where he
could take his concept of a privately owned and controlled hospital. But no, this
Government will not go away. The people of Bunbury have told the Government they
want a publicly owned and controlled hospital delivering health services to the people of
the south west like the metropolitan hospitals, Geraldton Regional Hospital and all
publicly owned hospitals in this State. However, a committee has been set up in Bunbury
and has called for expressions of interest to build a new hospital in that region. It is not
clear at all from the documents that have gone out what are the objectives and philosophy
of the committee or what is the Government's intention. There is a complete lack of
clarity. Sometimes the Minister says it is up to the local committee to determine whether
it will be privately controlled and sometimes he says it will be publicly controlled. It
indicates the Government has an agenda which has been rejected - that agenda is private
ownership and control - but it wants to get it up through the back door.
I turn to other examples in the health system in the cleaning services, laundry services
and, most importantly, pathology services where the evidence is absolutely
incontrovertible that the Government's handling of the issue has not met the standards
now required. When the staff and workers in the public sector pathology services were in
the process of establishing their industry on the benchmark basis that would enable them
to compete with the private sector, the rug was pulled out from under them. Those
dedicated public servants, although they did not accept the philosophy of the
Government, did what they knew they must do in government and acted according to the
Government's philosophy. They were carrying out the Government's philosophy by
benchmarking their activities.
In September the Government put out a call for expressions of interest for a joint venture
arrangement or private sector involvement in the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre in
respect of pathology services. It pulled the rug from under the feet of staff in the system.
I have seen the documents that went to the private pathology firms. I have brought them
into debates in this Parliament, and they make it absolutely clear what the Government's
intention was. That process was approved by both the Commissioner of Health and the
Minister for Health. It is absolutely clear that if the management found one of the
expressions of interest in a particular service or location was attractive to the
Government, it should enter into a contractual commitment. That is what is says in the
documents. There is no mention of a tender. Indeed, it has been discovered that one
particular provider, Western Diagnostic Pathology, had been chosen and was in intensive
discussions over a period of time in relation to the provision of its services to the
Government. We will probably never know what went on in those intensive
negotiations, but we know that staff from Western Diagnostic Pathology gave everyone
the clear impression they would be in charge of the state health laboratories in a very
short time. Indeed, they were walking through the corridors of the Queen Elizabeth RI
Medical Centre pointing to the offices they were going to have. That is how convinced
they were of the possibility of their taking over that service.
As a result of publicity both in this Parliament through a grievance debate and also in The
West Australian, we were then told this was just a preliminary discussion which would
lead to a tender process in which all players could participate. When the process was
revealed to the public, we were told it would lead to tender. Let us just accept the
Government's presentation of the facts - that all that was going on was intensive
discussions about the feasibility and possibility of a private sector/public sector joint
venture in the pathology service industry in Western Australia. Let us accept that what
the Government said is true, but let us reflect upon what has happened. If the
Government decides to go to joint venture and then decides to put it to tender, what will
be the situation? It will go out to tender. One of the organisation which I assume will
participate in that tender by seeking to gain involvement in the public sector pathology
services industry will be Western Diagnostic Pathology. What was Western Diagnostic
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Pathology doing in those months around September? It was engaged in intensive
discussions with the Queen Elizabeth HI Medical Centre over a joint venture arrangement.
What sort of tender will it be when ic has been engaged in negotiations with the medical
centre which, we are told by the Government, did not indicate that it would necessarily
be the provider of that service? However, should it go out to tender I think it would be in
a privileged position. It is almost as though it is writing the documents that will go out
into the public marketplace. I assure members that those in the marketplace, the other
providers, are not happy about that situation because they are keen to compete on an
equal and open basis. However, the situation that has prevailed so far cannot lead them
to be confident that will be the situation.
Even if the Minister's explanation to this Parliament about what was going on is true - it
is an explanation which we should treat with some degree of scepticism - it raises serious
questions about the process that was followed in that instance. I am sure all members of
this House would agree that it is a strange process where these negotiations go on
between one of the potential providers and the health services industry before it goes out
to tender.
I conclude: One of the most important features of politics in the 1990s will be the
performance of the Government, not just in the outcomes or in gross domestic product,
but also in the processes that are followed to reach the decisions that are made. When we
consider the history of Western Australia we see that its political history has been
dominated by the Executive from 1829, even when responsible government came to
Western Australia in 1890. Right through the twentieth century government has been
dominated by Executives which say to the people, "We have performed. Look at the
results of our Government and put us back into power." if they are performing and
achieving results, the odds are that they will be back in power.
A fundamental change has occurred in the way people look upon politics, not only in this
State, but throughout the western democratic world. People are not interested in results
only; they are interested in the process. They are interested in accountability, in checks
and balances, and in due process. Any Government which does not listen to that message
now is a silly Government. The Opposition has given numerous examples of where this
Government is failing in due process.
Mr Omodei: Look at Labor Governments all around Australia. You're all crooks.

Withdrawal of Remark
Mr RIPPER: I understand that the Minister for Water Resources has called members on
this side of the House crooks. I regard that as extremely unparliamentary. I ask that you,
Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Day), direct him to withdraw and apologise.
Mr OMODEI: I said that Labor Governments around Australia are regarded as crooks.
Evidence clearly shows that is true.
Dr GALLOP: It appears that the Minister for Water Resources has great difficulty in
listening to his own voice. He said, "You're all crooks." I ask him to withdraw.
MrT BROWN: In considering this matter, Mr Acting Speaker, you need to take into
account the contemporary position of the Parliament as it sits today, and not the past.
Otherwise, those on this side of the House could call all government members bottom of
the harbour tax dodgers, which was the case many years ago but presumably is not the
case now. If one were entitled to go back in history, one could constantly throw those
accusations.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Day): Did the Minister for Water Resources suggest that
members of the Opposition in this Parliament were crooks?
Mr OMODET: I said "Labor Governments".
The ACTING SPEAKER: I think we can take that as virtually an insinuation that
members of this Parliament are crooks. I therefore ask the Minister to withdraw.
Mr OMODE!: [ withdraw.
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Debate Resumed
MR MeGINTY (Fremantle - Leader of the Opposition) [5.55 pm]: In my reply to this
motion I will address the questions that were raised by the Minister for Labour Relations
in his contribution to this debate. If it had not been for the vigilance of members of the
Opposition, the Minister would have seriously misled this House. He was hiding the fact
that the person he was representing was a criminal who was convicted of a criminal
offence. It was only the diligence of members on this side that dragged him to admit that
the person he was representing had been convicted of a most serious criminal offence.
The Minister for Labour Relations was trying to say to this House that without any good
reason I had intervened in a contractual matter affecting the Rangeview Remand Centre
and a Mr Moran of Firestone Holdings.
It is now clearly on the public record that the Minister for Labour Relations has been
caught out trying to mislead this House by telling only part of the story. It is now
abundantly clear that he was supporting a criminal; a person guilty of assaulting a public
officer and who must be denied government contracts because of his behaviour. Only a
question of a couple of months before the awarding of that contract this person was
convicted in the criminal court of this State of assaulting a Department of Occupational
Health, Safety and Welfare inspector who is now a member of the Minister's department.
If this is the sont of support that the Minister's departmental employees can expect when
they are assaulted in the performance of their duties by criminals who are mates of the
Minister, and whom the Minister comes into this place to protect and to argue should be
given government contracts, notwithstanding their criminal behaviour, the Minister
stands condemned. He is not prepared to support his own employees, public officers, in
the performance of their duties. He would give the criminals contracts. That is the very
thing we have been complaining about in this House; that is, people who should not be
getting contracts are winning them under this Government. They are not necessarily the
lowest tenderer; in some cases they are criminals, like the Minister's friend, Mr Moran.
Let me tell the Minister and anyone else on the government side of the House who is
prepared to listen: We have a sanctimonious Attorney General who said in this place last
week that what we needed to do to control crime in Western Australia was to increase the
penalty for assault on a public officer in the performance of his or her duties. She said
we had to increase that penalty from a maximum of five years' imprisonment to 10 years;
we had to double it in order to discourage people from committing these heinous crimes.
What happens? The Minister for Labour Relations comes into this place and says we
should give them contracts: Let us reward them for their criminality! The Minister is
amazing, particularly because he is now the Minister responsible for the implementation
of the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act, and he wants to give contracts to
criminals who assault his officers. He is amazing; furthermore, he is an absolute
hypocrite. He voted to double the penalty to put Mr Moran behind bars for 10 years but
says, "Let's let him out quickly so we can give him a contract." What a joke the Minister
is. He has been caught out trying to not tell the truth in this House, misleading the
House, and refusing to give the reason I said I was amazed that the department would
consider giving this chanacier - a friend of the Minister for Labour Relations - a contrat.
I told the department that I was amazed that it was engaged in the behaviour of awarding
contracts to those sort of people. They should be thrown in gaol, not rewarded. The
Minister for Labour Relations tried to cover it up. It was only when we dragged that out
of the Minister for Labour Relations that he was prepared to admit to this House that the
bloke was a flaming criminal, flat is what the Minister should have admitted up front. I
had perfectly good reasons for saying this man should not have a contract. The next time
the Minister or the Attorney General come before the House, whether it is the Minister
with all of his piety talking about increased penalties for criminals assaulting public
officers, let us have a good laugh at the Minister, because he is a rank hypocrite. The
Minister for Labour Relations has been caught out not telling the truth and trying to tell
half the story. The inister for Labour Relations stands absolutely condemned. If
anyone in this House did not hold the Minister in absolute contempt and ridicule before
his performance in the House today, they would now. The Minister has no credibility.
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Mr Omodei: What a pathetic effort.
Mr McCINTY: Does the Minister for Water Resources award Water Authority contracts
to criminals who are convicted of assaulting departmental employees? I do not think so,
Minister. Not even the Minister for Water Resources would descend to that sort of depth.
I expect the Minister's friend the Minister for Labour Relations to do that. If members
opposite want to support criminals, let it be on their heads. They will stand condemned
for it.
Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Mr M. Barnett
Mr Brown
Mr Catania
Mr Cunningham
Dr Edwards
Dr Gallop
Mrs Hallahan

Mr Ainsworth
Mr C.J. Barnett
Mr Board
Mr Bradshiaw
Dr Constable
Mr Court
Dr Hanies
Mr House
Mr Johnson

Ayes (19)
Mrs Henderson
Mr Kobelke
Mr Marlborough
NU McGinty
My Riebeling
Mr Ripper
Mrs Roberts

Noes (26)
Mr Kierah
Mr Lewis
Mr Minson
Mr Nicholls
Mr Omodel
Mr Osborne
Mrs Parker
Mr Pendal
Mr Prince

Mr Taylor
Mr Thomas
Ms Warnock
Dr Watson
Mr Leahy mTeller)

Mr Shave
Mr Strickland
Mr Trenorden
Mr Tabby
Dr Turnbull
Mrs van do Klashorst
Mr Wiese
Mr Bloffwitch (Teller)

Pairs
Mr Bridge
Mr D.L. Smith
Mr Grill
Mr Graham

Mr Cowan
Mr McNee
Mr Marshall
Mrs Edwaides

Question thus negatived.
Sitting suspended from 6.05 to 730 pm

TAXI BILL

Committee

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Chairman of Committees
(Mr Strickland) in the Chair; Mr Lewis (Minister for Planning) in charge of the Bill.
Clause 33: Averments -
Progress was reported after the clause had been partly considered.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 34 and 3S put and passed.
Clause 36: Bonds held by operators -
Mrs HALLAHAN: Is it mandatory for an operator to place
account? The clause states chat the operator will give to
statement specifying the purposes for which the bond may
things would the bond money be applied to? Subclause 2(b)
can be a general account. Does that mean a general miust
maintained for that particular driver?

the bond money into a trust
the driver a receipt and a
be applied. What sorts of
states that the trust account
account or a trust account

Mr LEWIS: The bond will be placed in a special miust account. The bond will be applied
against damage to the vehicle, default on lease payments and the like. On the cessation
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of the driver's employment ic must be paid back within 14 days with a statement detailing
the interest accrued together with the deductions and reasons for those deductions. Of
course, when the bond is paid a receipt is issued.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I appreciate that explanation. I am sure that measure will be
welcomed. Who establishes the miusc account? Is any operator of any taxi which has a
driver paying a bond obliged to establish the trust account?
Mr LEWIS: The owner of the vehicle can establish a general trust account for all of his
or her drivers.
Mrs Hallahan: Is it a trust account?
Mr LEWIS: Yes; it is a specific trust account that is subject to audit. The owner can
have as many bonds as that person has drivers.
Mrs Hallahan:- Will the owners have a separate trust account? It will not be the drivers'
trust account.
Mr LEWIS: I think the industry will be working towards - as I understand it, but it
remains with the Taxi Control Board - putting in place a miust account into which the
owners can deposit funds.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 37 to 39 put and passed.
Clause 40: Regulations -

Mrs HALLAHAN: This clause deals with regulations. There are always certain
apprehensions about delegated power. In this instance a number of matters are listed on
which the Government may make regulations. It is an interesting development in this
legislation. I cannot remember seeing such a detailed list in any other Act, but I may be
forgetting some Bills that I have debated.
I had an interesting experience during the suspension for dinner this evening when I was
in the city and caught a cab back to Parliament House. I was regaled by the driver with
continuing circumstances of violence and antisocial behaviour on Friday and Saturday
nights to the point where the cab driver said that if he had a gun he would shoot people in
the legs. He had another situation where he said that he would truss up the passenger and
put him in the boot and take him to the police station.
That was quite colourful language but it brings to mind the rights of drivers to refuse a
passenger or to terminate a fare. The regulation covering that situation appears in
paragraph (k). This cab driver was very well spoken, seemed to be very considered, and
believed he was asked to put up with coo much violence and antisocial behaviour. He
gave the incident of pulling up outside a nightclub. He likes to keep his cab clean. I
chink there are rules that food cannot be consumed in cabs.
Mr Lewis: There is such a rule.
Mrs HALLAHAN: A person hopped in carrying a tomato sauce laden hot dog. The cab
driver said, "flere is a rule that you cannot consume hot dogs in cabs", whereupon the
passenger hurled the tomato sauce laden hot dog across the cab and over the driver. He
told the passenger to clean up the mess and to get out of the cab. The passenger got out
of the cab and nearly ripped the door off the hinges. The cab driver wanted to truss this
man up and put him in the boot. What right does this cab driver have to protect his
vehicle and himself or is he obliged to take all corners?
Mr LEWIS: A schedule covers the regulations that may be prescribed. They are
commonsense. I am advised that the regulations have been all but developed. The
Minister has given an undertaking to have discussions with industry groups within the
next few weeks, after the passage of this legislation, to firn up the regulations that are
near to being drafted. They will be brought into effect after the proclamnation of the
legislation. More importantly, the industry board will be asked for further regulations
which it says the industry needs for the control of taxis. Obviously they would need to be
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worked out by the Department of Transport, the director general and the Minister.
Clause 40 contains a basic set of regulations to kick off the process and further
regulations will probably follow after consultation with the industry.
Mrs Hallahan: I accept what the Minister is saying. I can see why talk is needed in
developing relations with this new industry board. What are the current rights of drivers?
I presume a lot of those current rights will remain.
Mr LEWIS: I am advised that a driver can refuse to take a person if that person is
abusive, inebriated or likely to soil or damage the car, or for non-payment of a fare and
the like. Those are standard conditions that apply today.
Mrs 1-allahan: Would the drivers run into trouble with the inspectorial arm cf the
department if they said, "That behaviour is too risky; you are damaging my vehicle; I am
not taking you"?
Mr LEWIS: They have the right to exercise discretion.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 41:, Taxi Industry Development Fund -

Mrs HALLAH-AN: This is a very important clause. I will ask questions about associated
clauses. 1 put a strong case for a significant ongoing allocation for training in the
industry. I am of the belief, as I indicated today, that taxi drivers should have a much
more significant role as tourism ambassadors.
We are missing out on the valuable local knowledge that taxi drivers possess. At present
the passing on of this knowledge depends very much on the individual cab driver. We do
not develop the potential of people who come into the industry. I understand from
discussions I have had that this taxi industry development fund will fund the Taxi
Industry Board. It will fund the seven staff who are employed by the Department of
Transport, but I would like to know what will be their employment relationship. The
clause states that grants may be made for promotional aspects and other things. What are
some of those other things? Is there any appetite on the pant of the Government to
allocate significant funding towards a training and development program for the drivers?
I am particularly interested in training for the drivers, but sensibly it would need to
involve operators as well.
Mr LEWIS: This clause creates the taxi industry development fund which will comprise
the current moneys under the control of the Taxi Control Board of $1 .3m and the
outstanding premiums on licence plates that have not yet been paid of another $2.5m.
The total of $3.8m will be the seed moneys of this development fund. The moneys will
be treated as a trust fund and will not be able to be appropriated in any way back to the
consolidated revenue fund. They are quarantined from that. The moneys will be used
principally for the administrative costs of the Taxi Industry Board; grants for promotion,
research and development of that industry; the repurchase of taxi plates; repayment of
principal interest on any borrowing; and possibly some administrative grants to transport
administration to offset the annual fee. it is also, as I have said, for the promotion,
research and development of the industry.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I accept that the Minister is representing the Minister in another
place. There has not been a real undertaking on the training component. All other
industries are highly geared towards training. We should have on the record at least
some recognition of the significance of training for that industry.
Mr LEWIS: Currently the board requires drivers to go through its training program, and
I suppose to be accredited.
Mrs Hallahan: That is the initial training?
Mr LEWIS: Yes. As I understand it, it is accepted there is probably more training than
is required and it is intended that funds from this trust can be appropriated for further
training of drivers in the industry.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Admittedly they are its own funds, and I accept that. A lead must be
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given by Government on the importance of training and the development of drivers and
operators. Economically we can do much through the Tourism portfolio, for want of a
better description. If we look at it in that way we will perhaps see a different set of
priorities about training in that area. I want to note on the record that clause 41(2)(a)
states

(2) There shall be placed to the credit of the Taxi Industry Development Fund -

(a) all moneys standing to the credit of the Taxi Control Fund under
the repealed Act immediately before the commencement day;

I do not know whether the Minister is aware, but there was an extraordinary degree of
nervousness about the $1-3m and the subsequent $2.5m to be recouped at the outset.
People saw it as their moneys paid in by their industry and asked, "Is the Government
going to confiscate it all?' That question was always raised with me in the early part of
any discussion I had. I am very, pleased to see that is clearly on the record. Subclause (3)
reads -

Section 14 of the Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 does not apply to
the Taxi Industry Development Fund.

Given that the money is of the industry, and I understand there could be a relationship
with clause 42, how do those clauses interact? What does that means in terms of
accountability and the safeguarding of that money in the taxi industry development fund?
Mr LEWIS: I am advised that Section 14 of the FAA Act means it cannot be accessed by
CRLF; in other words, the Treasurer cannot, as it were, put his hands on it.
Mrs Hallahan: It is safeguarded.
Mr LEWIS: It is quarantined specifically. it is a private trust fund for that industry.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Because I do not have the working relationship with this Act that the
Minister in the other place has, I find it difficult to understand the relationship. On the
one hand we have this money that belongs to the industry paying for staff, the board and
the development of the industry. That is clear but, on the other hand, that board is not
autonomous unto itself but is very subservient to the wide powers of the Director General
of the Department of Transport. There is a conflict in that relationship, and I would like
to understand that further.
Mr LEWIS: I am advised that the industry board does not report to the director general.
The industry board reports to the Minister and the Minister by virtue of directions, if need
be, communicates recommendations to the board through the director general. That is
how the industry's desire, as it were, for self-management is put into place via the
Minister to the director general; in other words, the board does not answer to the director
general at all.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 42: Financial provision -
Mrs HALLAHAN: Clause 42 refers to all moneys received by the Minister, the director
general or the department by way of fees and charges payable under this Act being
placed to the credit of the transport coordination fund. That is quite separate from the
taxi industry development fund. Is this fund subject to the FAA Act?
Mr LEWIS: That discrete unit in the department is there to administer the industry. It is
intended to be revenue neutral with no appropriation from CRF. It will be funded
specifically by the revenue generated by the annual licence fees paid by the plate owners.
Mrs Hallahan: What does clause 42 mean? Is that a different fund?
Mr LEWIS: Yes. It is the fund that pays for the day to day management of the discrete
unit within the Department of Transport.
Mrs Hallahan: I have been saying all along, and have not been corrected, that I thought
the transport industry development fund would pay for the expenses of the seven board
members.
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Mr LEWIS: The day to day management will be paid for by transfers of plates and the
annual licence fees of plates via the transport coordination fund. If there is any shortfall
in that, it will be funded from the taxi industry development fund - the trust fund we
referred to in the~ previous clause.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Now I do not understand the financial arrangements at all. Earlier,
we said the taxi industry development fund was to have the balance of money from the
taxi control fund - industry was pleased those funds were going across - and any money
received from the sale of taxi plates and money from transfers would go into that same
fund. This was to be a self-funding industry. I do not understand the relationship
between that fund and the transport coordination fund.
Mr LEWIS: The taxi industry development fund is a trust fund made up of the current
moneys of $1.3m under the control of the Taxi Control Boatd. The outstanding plate
premiums of $2.5m will be the seed money for the taxi industry development fund. That
fund will be used for the administrative costs of the Taxi Industry Board - not the discrete
units. It will also be used for the grants for promotion, research and development of the
taxi industry; repurchase of plates-, repayment of principal and interest on any borrowings
of the board or that trust fund; and some administrative grant to the transport
coordination fund; that is, the next fund to offset any shortfall that may occur.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The taxi industry development fund has moneys coming in from the
existing fund. It will have moneys coming in from outstanding premiums, from sale of
new plates and from transfers.
Mr Lewis: Transfers and licences will be paid into the other fund.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Transfer and annual licence fees will go into the transport
coordination fund and that can be incorporated into Treasury accounts. Is it quarantined
in the same way as the other fund and will it be subject to the Financial Administration
and Audit Act?
Mr Lewis: If there is a shortfall in the transport coordination fund, there is the ability for
payment from the trust fund to make up that shortfall.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The Minister talked about repayment of interest on loans. Why
would there be loans?
Mr Lewis: From time to time the industry board may want to borrow to put in place a
training facility, for argument's sake.
Mrs HALLAHAN: It will be very interesting to see how it works out. Are the financial
arrangements similar to those that exist at present or are they new?
Mr Lewis: I am advised that the funds generated to the Taxi Control Board such as
licence fees, transfers and plates pay for the administration.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Under this Bill are we separating some things into two accounts?
Mr Lewis: There is one account for day to day administration and one for promotions,
training etc.
Mrs HALLAT-AN: is this a new regime of what goes into particular accounts, what can
be taken out of the accounts and what is transferred between the two accounts?
Mr Lewis: Yes. It is intended to be revenue neutral to the consolidated fund. In other
words, there will not be a drawdown on CRF. The unit will be downsized on the basis of
what exists at the moment under the Taxi Control Board.
Mrs HALLAHAN: It will be interesting if there is a call on the resources of the
Department of Transport to augment the resources of a fund established to do just that.
Clause put and passd.
Clause 43 put and passed.
Clause 44: Minister may borrow -

Mrs HALLAHAN: There is no reason that I am aware of to object to the Minister having
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the ability to borrow, but it is curious that the Minister will borrow from Treasury. Is that
because it is an indusury board we are dealing with?
Mr LEWIS: I am advised that the board does not have the power to borrow, but the
Minister does via the trust fund which the Minister controls. Where the Minister is of the
opinion that taxi places currently on issue are no longer necessary or are inappropriate to
meet the needs of the public, and insufficient development funds are available for the taxi
industry to finance the repurchase of those plates, he may borrow sufficient funds to meet
those costs. The contingency is written into the Statute to provide that if plates are being
repurchased the Minister has the ability to borrow so that those moneys can be applied to
that trust fund for the repurchase of plates.
Mrs HALLAH-AN: It seems to me that extraordinarily wide powers will be vested in the
director general. The relationship between the board and the director general seems to be
complicated, and despite the wide powers that will be given to the director general, the
Minister must be involved in a transaction such as borrowing from Treasury. Why will
that not be done in some other way through the departmental head?
Mr LEWIS: The Minister, and not the director general, has a responsibility to administer
that trust account; therefore, in order to keep the director general at arm's length, the
appropriate person is deemed to be the Minister.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The Minister is using unfortunate language when he says it i's to keep
the director general at arm's length. I do not know why the Minister would chose that
description.
Mr Lewis: I understand the industry wanted it that way. It had some mistrust about the
director general and it wanted the Minister to have only the ability to administer or
overview that trust account. If that trust account is to be the responsibility of the
Minister, obviously the Minister must be the vehicle through which borrowings, if and
when necessary, are acquired.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The industry has ceded an extraordinary amount of power to the
Minister under this Bill. I can believe that some nervousness may have had to be
accommodated, because this is an extraordinary change in the power relationships for the
industry in regard to the bureaucracy and government, so 1 readily accept that explanation
in the absence of any other information.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 45 put and passed.
Clause 46: Repeal -

Mrs H-ALLAHAN: This clause will repeal the Taxi-car Control Act 1985. It is not very
often that a Bill wipes out past legislation for an industry and introduces new legislation.
I do not know that many people understand the significance of this legislation and I
would be pleased if people did understand how far reaching this Bill will be. It is no
wonder we had a rally on the steps of Parliament House when we think of how this Bill
and the powers which it will give to the director general may impact on these people,
some of whom are small businesses and others businesses which are not so small. Their
investments and livelihoods will be governed by this Bill. I presume that the transitional
arrangements in clause 47 have been researched thoroughly and will cause no unintended
difficulties for the industry, because we would not like to see that occur. One has to take
in good faith many things that are written in legislative form. The Opposition will watch
with great interest the implementation of this Bill and how the industry progresses under
it.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 47 to 50 put and passed.
Schedule put and passed.
Title put and passed.
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Report
Bill reported, with an amendment, and the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third rime, on motion by Mr Lewis (Minister for Planning), and returned to the
Council with an amendment,

LOAN BILL
Second Reading

Resumed from 6 December.
MR BROWN (Morley) [8.16 pm]: I will take this opportunity to raise a number of
issues that concern either particular constituents of mine or the areas for which I am
responsible in the Labor shadow Cabinet. Firstly, I will raise a number of concerns of
individual constituents. I had hoped that the Minister representing the inister for
Health would be in the Chamber, so if he is listening on the speaker system, he might
wish to come back. The first matter concerns the tragic death of Amelia Everett, a baby
in Princess Margaret Hospital. Members may recall that I raised that matter in the House
a little over a week ago. I asked at that stage whether an investigation was being carried
out and whether any steps were being taken to determine whether the medical
practitioner who was responsible for looking after that child at the time should be
suspended. After discussing this matter with the family, there are two matters of concern
which have not been attended to and which I bring to the attention of the House. The
first is that the child died on 4 October, a little over two months ago. The matter has
been referred to the coroner. However, at this stage no decision has been made by the
coroner about whether an inquest into the cause of death will take place. That has led to
two months of anguish for the parents of that child to find out whether the coroner will
conduct an inquest into this important incident at the hospital which resulted in the death
of that child.
I cannot labour this matter hard enough except to say that I thought that at least a
decision would have been made by now about whether there is to be an inquest into the
tragic death of that child. What makes matters worse is that I understand the delay is in
part caused by a lack of resources to the coroner. If that is the case and the coroner is
unable to make this determination because of that lack of resources and expertise,
something needs to be done forthwith because matters of this nature need to be handled
expeditiously and sensitively and with due regard to the family. I hope thant by drawing
this matter to the attention of the House in this way some attempt will be made to ensure
that a decision is made forthwith by the coroner to determine whether an inquest will be
held into the death of that child.
The second matter I raise relates to correspondence that the family sent to the Minister
for Health some time ago. Kelly Everett, the mother of the deceased child, spoke to the
Premier some days ago on a radio talkback show to acquaint the Premier with the fact
that the Minister for Health so far has not had the courtesy of responding to the letter that
she sent him. I understand that when Ministers receive correspondence about a matter,
there is some delay in replying. However, in this case I would have thought that effort
should have been made by the Minister for Health to ensure that the letter was responded
to at an early date. It is disappointing that this has not occurred. I maisc those two matters
in the hope that something will be done very quickly to ensure that the Minister responds,
but more importantly, to ensure that whatever resources are needed for the coroner to
make a determination on the matter are made available as soon as possible because this
issue requires a thorough examination.
The second medical matter I raised during debate on the Medical Act Amendment Bill
which passed through this House two weeks ago. The matters I raised at that time
concerned the practice of certain specialists who treat referrals from insurance
companies. Apparently the reports they issued caused people to suicide. At the same
time as I raised that matter, I placed a number of questions on notice to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health. I received advice from the Clerk that, in the

8967



8968 [ASSEMBLY]

questions I asked, I should not include the name of the practitioner. Therefore, I did not
place that name on the Notice Paper. I asked a number of questions and conveyed to the
Minister in this place representing the Minister for Health the name of the practitioner. I
asked whether the Medical Board had received complaints about a certain doctor who
used unorthodox interviewing techniques; that reports submitted by the doctor to insurers
inaccurately reported the statements made by claimants and failed to report statements
made by claimants; and further, that the doctor had endeavoured to intimidate claimants
in thte interview process by various means including walking around the desk and hitting
a larg.e stick on the doctor's hand or on the desk as well as degrading, humiliating and
demnoralising those claimants. The answer from the Minister representing the Minister
for Health was that the Medical Board had received those reports. He said that the
Medical Board was in receipt of those reports. In answer to the other questions that were
raised at the time, I was advised by the Minister representing the Minister for Health that
the Medical Board was not considering any formal complaints against the doctor
concerned. It appears that the matters have been referred to the board, if not directly
from claimants then through other channels. The matters raised in this House have not,
however, been taken up by the board. One might understand that if the Medical Board
had to receive a specific complaint. However, as I read the Medical Act as amended, the
Medical Board is required to hold inquiries into matters wherever it appears that a
practitioner is guilty of improper conduct in a professional respect. I am disappointed
that the concerns that have been raised publicly and with the Minister for Health have not
been investigated by the Medical Board. I do not know why. I do not know whether a
specific complaint needs to be lodged. However, the general mandate of the Medical
Board enables the matters to be considered. The board should be concerned about the
quality and standing of professionalism and ethics in the industry.
Mr Minson:- There is room for discretion. The board probably has access to more facts
than we have and may have made a decision not to proceed. It may have also decided to
proceed, but not yet. Those are guesses.
Mr BROWN: All I can go on is the answers to the questions I asked, subsequent to or at
about the same time as the speech that I made in the Parliament - answers that were
provided some days after the matter had received considerable publicity. It appeared at
that time from the answers to my questions that the Medical Board was not investigating
the matter. Again I do not know whether subsequently the board decided to investigate
the matter and, if it did, what line of investigation it datred out. I invite the Minister to
ascertain what is the current situation. I hope that the board is carrying out the duties set
down in the Medical Act; that is, to safeguard the professional and ethical standards of
the profession. That is its role under the Act and I hope it is carrying out that role.
Subsequent to that the Minister for Labour Relations made a comment about the suicides
that allegedly occurred following the release of medical reports and the manner in which
people had been dealt with by particular practitioners. Again, in that newspaper article
the Minister for Labour Relations indicated he had written to the Attorney General
seeking a coronial. inquiry into the deaths of 24 people who had committed suicide
following battles over workers' compensation claims. While that was given banner
headlines in the newspaper, there has not been any indication whether the matter has
been taken up by the Attorney General, or whether the coroner is investigating it or it has
been allowed to lapse. A statement was made and nothing has happened.
Mr Kierath: It has been referred to the coroner. He is an independent officer and he gets
to choose when and how he does things.
Mr BROWN: Will there be an inquest?
Mr Kierath: I have officially requested one, and the protocol is to do that through the
Attorney General. I have not received a reply from the coroner.
Mr BROWN: It has been eight weeks since the Everett matter, to which I referred
earlier, was drawn to the coroner's attention. We still do not know whether there will be
an inquest- Whoever is responsible for looking at the operations of the office of coroner
needs to do something. We have waited eight weeks for something to be done about the
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Everett- matter and we will probably be waiting a lot longer in regard to tbis matter
because it is a much more complex issue. I am sure that other members would like to
know whether an inquiry will be held. After the details of this issue were published in
the Sunday Times my office was absolutely inundated with telephone calls. It is
receiving copies of reports which have been compiled by certain psychiatrists which,
from a lay person's point of view, appear to go beyond any analysis of the person's
mental capacity and include gratuitous and unnecessary comments. People who are
under a lot of stress through injury and because of the difficulties they face in their
compensation battles suffer a loss of self-esteem and they find these reports extremely
offensive. The reports do not go to a clinical analysis of them as individuals in relation to
their mental capacity, but instead refer to a variety of other issues, which, to the untrained
eye, are irrelevant. I encourage the Government to pursue this matter, which is of
concern to many people in the community. It certainly concerns those people who have
contacted my office, and continue to contact my office. I am now receiving regular calls
and letters from people who have encountered the same types of problems.
I refer now to other matters which have been raised by some of my constituents about the
operation of the workers' compensation system in this State. I received a call from a
constituent who was happy to have his name mentioned in this case. He is Mr Ross
Pollitt and he was not impressed with the amendments to the Act passed by this place last
year. He asked me to draw the following facts to the attention of the House to make sure
his position is clearly understood by all members. Members might recall that last year it
was said that workers' common law rights would be curtailed. A threshold was put in
place and other benefits provided, which were, in part, that people would receive higher
weekly payments for the first four weeks of their injury and that their jobs would be held
open for them - for a period of 12 months. However, those benefits had to be contrasted
with the loss resulting from the removal of the threshold. Mr Pollint understands the
position very well and he asked me to convey to the House that he is not impressed with
it because, as he put it to me, he did not receive higher weekly payments as promised in
the legislation because he was already on workers' compensation when the amendments
were passed. There was no trade-off for him. By the time the amendment Bill was
passed he had been on workers' compensation for some time. He did not reap the benefit
of the additional weekly payments. Likewise, he did not reap the alleged benefit under
new section 84AA which requires the employer to hold open his position in certain
circumstances. He was also caught by the limitation on common law rights. It was
argued when the legislation was before this place that it was equitable, but I can advise
members that to my constituent it is not at all equitable. He has been very keen for me to
raise his case in this House. He has contacted me on a number of occasions and put his
view quite forcefully on the compensation system. He wants members to know how it
has affected him.
Another constituent has drawn my attention to a series of problems that still present
themselves under the workers' compensation system. This constituent is one of those
people who has had problems with the current system. Members will recall that a variety
of public statements have been made to the effect that the new system will overcome the
problems of doctor shopping. Members need to look at the regulations because they do
not prohibit doctor shopping. The regulations limit the periods within which an insurer
can refer a worker to a medical practitioner once compensation is accepted. The key is,
once it is accepted; not during the stage where one is arguing for it. That is the time one
needs the decent medical reports if one is to be paid workers' compensation. People are
not paid workers' compensation or get liability accepted until such time as medical
practitioners are prepared to certify that the nature of the injuries or the disease is work
caused. The claim which is constantly made on radio and in the newspaper is false. I
invite members to look at the regulations and section 66 of the Act, which is well known
by the other constituent to whom I referred. The problem of doctor shopping is alive and
well. My constituent was referred to a doctor by an insurer and to say that she was
insulted is an understatement.
She was treated as an object, and without dignity. She was told that she was overweight.
She was criticised by the practitioner in a derogatory way. People in this place may
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claim that the workers' compensation system has been improved dramatically, but events
in the real world do not indicate that that is the case. Under the new system, the first
stage precludes a person from having a lawyer present. We are told that this is only a
conciliation process; that people are happy with the process and can refer matters to a
review process. According to my constituent, when going to a conciliation officer one
must argue, as the injured worker, one's entitlement to compensation, flat person must
argue the medical basis of the claim, produce reports, and endeavour to argue with a
skilled officer representing the insurer - one who understands the make-up of individuals
and the nature of the injuries. That skilled person argues against an untrained person.
It is a biased system. My constituent states that a person must front up without a legal
representative and argue the position for himself. One can bring an agent but, if not, one
is forced to argue one's own position. It is said that there are no problems because if a
person is not successful at this stage, he can move to the review process and argue his
case. That is true - except there is a delay of between six to eight weeks between the
conciliation process and the review. That might be fine for someone earning a
considerable sum each year but far people who live from week to week, waiting that
length of time without wages is very difficult. When people move to the next stage, and
wait for six to eight weeks, they do not know whether the claim will be successful.
If people think the process is wonderful, they should consider that it has always been a
feature of the industry to have video films taken of claimants. This happens in cases
where the insurer doubts the veracity of individuals, and insurers constantly engage
assessrs who park their vehicles across the road from the claimant's home. An assessor
told moe about the tricks he has pulled, such as dropping a 200 piece in the driveway, or
putting loads of sand at the front of the house, to get a person to bend down. Fortunately,
not all assessors are. like that; but the use of video tape is alive and well. Although there
is a need for insurers to have an opportunity to check the veracity of claims, filming
outside a home constantly or following a person to the shops - in this instance, to the
Workers' Compensation Tribunal and back - can be classed as harassment. In this case, a
person had the temerity to make a workers' compensation claim. I do not want any
member to have the impression that the current system has overcome all these problems.
Some problems exist; I do not hide from that. They ame still alive and well, and that will
continue to be the case.
In the remaining time, I wish to raise another matter. It concerns the changes made last
year to the Government Employees' Superannuation Fund. Again, I speak on behalf of a
constituent who drew my attention to the fact that the fund was changed without the
proposed rules being brought to her attention. The constituent is a member of the
Government Employees' Superannuation Fund as a means of acquiring an insurance
policy, so that if she left government employment or if something happened, she could
get her hands on the money straight away.
We know that at a national level the intention of the superannuation scheme is to lock the
funds away until a person is 55. The Federal Government passed legislation to that
effect. It will come into operation in 1996 prospectively. In the case of my constituent, a
member of the government scheme substantially for the purpose of having Callback
insurance in case something happened and she required the funds, the changes were made
without any advice to her. She was told after the event that the Commonwealth scheme
had been adopted now, because the State Government did not want to make two
amendments. It wanted one amendment which resulted in her not being able to get her
money until she is 55. She was told that it would be better if she waited because the
benefits will increase. That is true. She knew that the benefits would be lower if taken
before retirement age - in her case - but she was part of the scheme because she may have
immediate needs. That benefit has been taken away.
I raise that matter because of her concerns. The matter has been raised with the Premier.
There has been correspondence exchanged on it. I bring the matter to the attention of the
House because when changes are proposed - we will be debating other changes to the
superannuation provisions - we must ensure chat members of the superannuation fund are
advised of the changes and they agree to them beforehand.
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MR MARLBOROUGH (Peel) [8.47 pm]: I address my comments tonight to the role
of the Minister for Labour Relations, and Services, as well as the role of his department
in the sale and tender of Stare Print. I will demonstrate that the Government has played a
cruel hoax on a group of workers. I will refer to the history of the matter, In February
1994 in a tender document rte Minister called for expressions of interest in the The West
Australian. He asked the business community to put forward proposals to buy State
Print. We have gone through a process of expressions of interest. On 26 May a letter
went out from the Executive Director of the Department of State Services which reads -

SALE OF THE STATE PRINT COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS
Further to my letter dated March 23, 1994, the Government of Western Australia
now intends to proceed with the possible sale of State Print's commercial
operations.
In the expression of interest process, your response was on the basis of purchasing
State Print as a going concern and you are now invited to participate in the tender
process. The timetable for the tender process is as follows:

I. Confidentiality Agreement 27 May 1994
2. Release Information Memorandum 30 May 1994
3. Discussion/briefing with renderers 7- 10 June 1994
4. Questions (formal) responses 13-17 June 1994
5. Formal tender response by 30 June 1994 30 June 1994
6. Tender evaluation, due diligence and

Government consideration and approval. 14 July-26 August 1994
Prior to the briefing sessions, an Information Memorandum will be available
subject to the signing of the Confidentiality Agreement (copy attached). The
Information Memorandum will not be released until the agreement is signed and
returned.
The briefing sessions will be held in week comnmencing 7 June 1994 and you can
arrange your appointment by telephoning Brigitte Marion on 222 8465.

This process was under way with these key dates in place. We were told in this House
that the reason for the dates was that the Minister wanted to sell State Print, maximise the
job opportunities attached to it and return to the State the maximum amount of money.
Let us remind ourselves that on 7 December a decision has still not been made ont the sale
of State Print. One could argue that the people most affected by that are the workers. I
will argue that point tonight, and explain that this has been the most disgraceful and
corrupt exercise of the tendering process this State has ever seen. The Minister, who is
commonly referred to as the Pied Piper of vengeance, fear and incompetence, has been
let loose on the community for too long and he should be stopped. I will explain why he
should be stopped: He has a cruel and cynical approach to the 102 workers employed at
State Print, and these workers still do not know how they will spend their Christmas. The
best they get is a statement by the Minister, not to the workers, the union representatives
or management, but in The West Australian. Since the Cabinet decision of 14 November
that the tender process would be set aside and individual companies would be dealt with,
the Minister has said he wants to create 50) jobs by this transfer of assets to the private
sector. Let us consider how unachievable that is because of the incompetence of this
Minister.
State Print has always had two major assets. The first is its experienced staff, and the
second is not its machinery and equipment, but is the potential for the private sector to
buy State Print and take into that purchase the opportunity to carry out work for a number
of government departments. The private sector today acknowledges that the asset - the
work from the government sector handed to the private sector in the purchase - has now
disappeared. On 7 December it is not worth the paper it is written on. It is not worth as
much as it was in February or even in August of this year. That is because the key to that
asset, whether or not the Government likes it, is the staff in the sales department. The
people in that sales department dealt with government instrumentalities, had developed
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relationships with them, and knew exactly what their printing needs were. They had been
servicing those departments for up to 20 years. A private sector purchaser hoped to buy
that group of experts so that they would bring with thenm the work from government
departments. Today those expens have left State Print. Of the four key people in the
sales department, two have left to join the private sector, one has been transferred
elsewhere in government, and the fourth is about to depart. In the minds of the private
sector, the key asset of the potential government work has disappeared. All that is left is
the machinery. What does the private sector think of that machinery? Firstly, technology
has advanced so much in the print media that all the government print work could be
done without employing one extma person and without using additional machinery. In
many instances the machinery at State Print is outdated, and in other cases it is too big. It
will probably be sold interstate.
Mr Johnson: Who says that? State Print has some very modem machinery.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: The vast majority of that machinery is too big for this State and
it is outdated. There is no doubt that it has some very good machinery but it is not
needed for the existing work in the print media. Therefore, its value diminishes
considerably. I said to the Minister last week that we shall see a fire sale of equipment
from this agency. The main asset the private sector wanted to buy has disappeared
because of the incompetence of this Minister and the process through which he has put
the private sector.
The tenders closed on 30 June. The private sector were told in writing on 26 May by the
Executive Director that a decision would be made by 26 August. On 27 August 1994 Wr
Duffleld, the State Services Executive Director Acting, had a meeting with Lynward
Enterprises Pty Ltd, one of the two companies left in the tendering process. At that
meeting Mr Duffield advised that some changes were needed in the tendering process.
The changes required are contained in a document in front of me. I will concentrate on
Lynwari Enterprises Pty Ltd, a company which is very concerned about the way in
which it has been treated. It now believes that the system has been ronted. Why does it
think that? It submitted its first offer in a tender document prior to the closure on 30
June. Within that document it included a purchase price in respect of plant and specified
X amount of dollars. The tender stated that -

The purchase price of the stock shall be the lower of cost or replacement value
determined by a physical stock take conducted on the possession date by
representatives of the vendor and the Purchaser. The purchase of stock is limited
to raw material and excludes work in progress and finished goods which are not
relevant to this transaction.

The document indicates that the company would pay the State Government for the plant.
The first payment would be by deposit on 1 November 1994; a sum would be paid on 31
December 1994 and an additional amount would be paid on 30 June 1995. The other key
factor in this contract is the offer to the employees as follows -

Any accrued claims or demands by any servants, agents or others employed or
engaged by the vendors prior to the possession date for salaries wages and other
emoluments, workers compensation accrued sickness and holiday benefits shall
be and remain the sole responsibility of the vendors and shall be paid and
discharged forthwith by the vendors who will terminate the employment of each
such employee with effect no later than the possession date.

In other words, the vendors were to pick up all those costs. That is significant because
after the date of the first tender document that process changed markedly. Within that
tender document we find that this is the company the Minister is referring to. I suggest
that prior to this Minister and the Cabinet deciding nor to go ahead with this process, the
company which most successfully tendered was Lynward Enterprises Pty Ltd. That is
the company the Minister said would create 27 jobs. T'he agreement goes on as follows -

6.2 The purchaser shall be at liberty so far as the vendors are concerned to re
employ employees of the vendor as at the possession date. The projected
number of employees required are as follows:-
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Sales -4

Prepress 3
Printing 6
Rapid Copy 4
Bindery 4
Finishing 3
Store 1
Admin 2

This went to a tender process that was to close on 30 June. It was not until the Minister
answered my questions in this House for the first time last week that the workers had any
idea that when this Minister talked about securing jobs for State Print workers he was
talking simply about securing 27 jobs. That was the best offer be had had. I will be
interested to listen to the Minister's response in the light of what I have said to see how
he will meet his promise published in The West Australian that he believes he can create
50 jobs by selling State Print to some other group of private individuals.
I want to refer to the tendering process that occurred. On 28 October Lynward
Enterprises, the only genuine company in the field, had another meeting with the head of
the department, Executive Director Garry Duffield. I understand that meeting was held
at the direction of the Minister who advised Mr Duffield to meet with and put new
guidelines to Lynward Enterprises. The new guidelines are these, and they should be
viewed in the light of the Minister's statement that Lynward Enterprises failed because it
needed to put 5 per cent more money towards the deal. On 28 October, under directions
from the Minister, Mr Duffield asked and received two things: That Lynward Enterprises
put $100 000 extra towards the bid -
Mr M. Barnett: The Minister asked them to do that?
Mr MARLBOROUGH: The Minister asked the head of the department to do that.
Mr Kierath interjected.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: Is the Minister denying he asked Mr Duffield to do that?
Mr Kierath: I am not making any comments until an announcement is made.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: Until an announcement is made! That is all we have had right
through this issue. This Minister is like the plague - wherever he goes there is rampant
death and destruction! That is the best the workers at State Print have had since February
this year. When the Minister is faced with the issue and with telling the truth the best he
can offer is that he will not answer. On the instructions of this Minister, his head of
department - I have the figures in the offer; this is the Minister who has told this House
that the best tender needed 5 per cent more - said, "Give us another $ 100 000."
Mr Kierath: You don't know what you are talking about.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I know what I amn talking about all right! Besides that, the
Government changed the rules on the payment of sick pay. Let us look at what the
earlier agreement said. The agreement offered by Lynward Enterprises under the
direction of the Minister's guidelines on the tendering process was that the vendor would
pick up all the costs of annual leave, long service leave and sick leave.
Mr Bloffwitch: It normally does.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I agree with the member for Geraidron.
Mr Bloffwitch: It is usually in the contract.
My MARLBOROUGH: It was in the contract. Not only did he ask for $100 000, but
also at the same meeting the rules were changed for sick pay. Let us not forget that the
tender process had closed. It was supposed to be determined between 14 August and 26
August. Here we are in October and the head of the department, under instructions from
this Minister, is saying to Mr Stephen McAlinden of Lynward Enterprises, "Give me two
things: I want $100 000 extra towards your bid price and I want you to pick up the sick
pay." That is what the tenderer was asked to pick up. A document of 28 October states -
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In line with Government policy on sick leave, respondents are asked to consider
the transfer of sick leave entitlements based on the following scenario:
1. Trades staff - Average accrued sick leave 5.5 weeks

The Government was saying to the tenderer that it wanted it to pick up 5.5 weeks for
each blue collar worker. The document says the average accrued sick leave of
administrative staff is 18.5 weeks. These are not the bludgers this bloke would have us
believe. The administrative staff have accrued on avenage 18.5 weeks' sick leave and the
blue collar workers have accrued 5.5 weeks. On 28 October the tendering rules suddenly
were changed. There was no document, but in a meeting between the head of department
and Lynward Enterprises Pty Ltd the rules were changed. The document states -

General actuarial studies on sick leave estimate that on avenage approximately 5%
of sick leave is utilised.
For the purposes of any offer, the dollar value for a transfer is to be stated
separately from the formal offer for assets.

What had to happen as a result of that? Let us look at what they were bidding for. We
have gone from February to October.- a process which this Minister said would finish in
the tender document of 26 October. The major asset was always the government
departments such as the Water Authority, H-omeswest, the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia and the Main Roads Department, which gave work to State Print. The
private tenderer wanted to buy the possibility, not the promise; and using its financial
nose and knowing the way the business community works, if it could get that asset
quickly it would have a good chance of continuing to service and secure those contracts.
By October the assets had disappeared because the key sales staff who fed the service for
20 years had gone. So on 28 October not only did the tenderer get an answer to its
tender, but also the rules had been changed and it was now looking at an asset which the
Minister had allowed to disappear down the gurgler. This Minister cannot run a bath!
That is the truth. The asset has gone. Members opposite should go out today and ask the
private sector whether it Wants to buy State Print. I have the figures, and I challenge the
Minister when he sells State Print privately to tell the House how much he sold it for. I
know what was the tender price.
Faced with that situation, what was the private individual to do? The member for
Geraldton would know what to do; he is a businessman of long standing, although of
questionable ability. Having been faced with the head of government services telling him
to change the offer by paying an extra $ 100 000 and picking up the sick leave, he would
have revisited the asset. Of course, in revisiting the asset he realised it was no longer
worth the amount he put in prior to 30 June 1994. The dates are crucial.
Mr Johnson: What was the tender price?
Mr MARLBOROUGH: This debate will go on. In reviewing the asset he lowered the
tender price by 10 per cent and reduced the number of people he was willing to take on
board. Already under the process overseen by this Minister - who has said in the Press
that he wants to see at least 50 jobs able to be given to state workers - with his hands on
the control button, we have gone from an offer from the most successful tenderer of 27
jobs, down to 10. An article by Wendy Pryer in The West Australian on 1 December,
following my attack on the Minister in the Parliament, states -

Three companies originally tendered and the Government was now looking at
private bids from about four companies, including one which did not submit a
tender.
Negotiations were at a sensitive stage.
The company originally agreed to employee 26 of the 160 workers but later
offered to put on only five apprentices.

I spoke at length today with the Managing Director of Lynward Enterprises Pty Ltd,
Mr Stephen McAlinden. He made it clear that at no stage had he ever offered to simply
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employee five apprentices, or five of anybody. He told the Government 10; he said it
was always going to be dependent on what asset was left when he got the bloody thing.
He had been after it since February. It was rapidly diminishing. It was 1like quicksilver
running through one's hands - the more one tries to grab on to it, the more it disappears -
because of this incompetent Minister. While this private company, which had spent
thousands of dollars putting together a proper tender process, was dealing with these last
minute changes - after putting its render in on 28 October it heard nothing about it - it
wrote to the departmental head on 31 October about the changes as follows -

Dear Garry,
Further to our meeting today I wish to confirm three (3) variations to our last
offer in our CONTRACT OF SALE Notice.

1 . The offer increases from..
2. A letter of assignment will be supplied from Vanpress Pty. Ltd to

Lynward Enterprises Pty Ltd.
3. Delete reference to sickness accruals in Para 9.

That was because of (he chances of the Minister wanting it to pick up the whole tab. The
letter continues -

Please confirm that these additions concludes the Sale of State Print and 1
will have the final Contract of Sale drawn up,

The next it heard from the Minister was when he answered a question in this House. The
most cruel twist of all is that while the workers of State Print were kept in an information
vacuum which impacted on every family member employed there, something even more
insidious was going on in this Minister's department, I suggest with the full knowledge of
this Minister. While these people were in the tendering process, on 10 October his
department was squiring around Stare Print the name "Mercury Press". Lynwarci
Enterprises was told of it, thankfully, by a friendly person in State Print on that day.
Within the week staff from Lynward Enterprises were being asked by the rest of private
industry whether they were still involved in the tendering process. They said they were
still involved; that they were waiting for answers. They were told that the word around
town was that the Government was going to sell it off to Mercury Press.
To compound that, having had the State Cabinet reject the tendering process, this
amazing final letter came our, which determines what has been going on with this
tendering process. It is from ]an Steele, Acting Chairman of the State Supply
Commission, to Stephen McAlinden of Lynward Enterprises -

Dear Steve,
SALE OF STATE PRINT

Following the evaluation of tenders received under the above sale, the
Government has rejected all tenders reeived...
The Government still proposes to sell the commercial operations of State Print as
initially proposed in Tender ... and intends to invite offers from selected
interested parties.
Since Vanguard Press made a formal offer for State Print under the Tender
No.543A 1994, an invitation is extended to Vanguard Press, or interests associated
with the company, to submit a new offer.
For this purpose, the following requirements must now be met:
1. A formal firm offer based on the attached asset register,
2. A firm indication of the number of employees who will be offered job

opportunities;
3. Your proposal for transferring sick leave entitlements (see attached

statement) of those employees indicated under item 2 above;
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4, Settlement terms for payment and handover.
If you wish to purchase the commercial operations of State Print, please ensure
your offer is received by the Commission by 5.00 pm Thursday 24 November
1994.

The Minister has already indicated new people in the race who have not been involved in
the tendering process. That letter gave those people one week to put in a tender. It
would be impossible for anybody to do it in a week unless they were shown a way in
through the back door, led by the hand by this Minister who is responsible for overseeing
a corrupt tendering process that will bring hirn and this State into disrepute.
[The member's time expired.]
MR RIEBELING (Ashburton) 19.17 pm]: Unfortunately, after listening to what is
going on in the department of the Minister for Housing I too must list a number of
matters which indicate the mismanagement in the housing industry and in the Minister's
department. I will list and examine in more depth eight areas of concern. The first of
those is the crowding which exists in various areas, especially in Aboriginal housing.
The second is the increased waiting list throughout the State. In specific areas the
blowout of the list is alarming. At the same time, a number of the special metropolitan
areas are experiencing a high number of vacancies. There is an example also of the
redevelopment of an area which has gone completely off the rails, and evidence of
maintenance that should be carried out, which has not been. It appears that the Minister
and his department have no intention of carrying out that maintenance. In many of the
areas where homes have been offered for sale, it has been hugely successful, and the
amount of Homeswest stock has been reduced significantly. That has put extra burdens
on the people who wish to rent those properties. The problem is that in areas where there
have been a great many sales there has not been a building program to replenish the
supply of houses. The Minister for Housing has an obligation to exercise a standard of
care to ensure that an asset of this State is correctly maintained. His performance has
been appalling. I will highlight also the double standard in the rental market throughout
the State, especially the country areas of Western Australia.
Some time in October a number of defects in Homeswest houses was pointed out to the
Minister by the Fretting Mortar Action Group. The properties belonging to members of
that group of concerned citizens are affected by fretting mortar. That group is now
interested in mnaking sure that the problems of both Homneswest and private dwellings are
tackled and fixed, so that people's houses are of a safe standard. A list of 182
Homeswest properties was sent to the Minister pointing out that each was affected by
what is commonly known as fretting mortar or mortar fatigue. In response to that list the
Minister conveyed the results of the department's investigation to the Fretting Mortar
Action Group. The department said that only two of the properties were found to be
suffering from fretting mortar, and that the other 180 were not affected and the holes in
the walls were normal. I have photographs of a home in Beatty Avenue, Carlisle which I
will lay on the Table for members to view. They clearly show gaps in walls that one can
see right through. The letter from the Minister indicates that gaps in bricks allow
moisture to be released from the cavity walls. However, the property in Beatty Avenue
has single external brick walls. Each of those photographs indicates a degree of fretting
of mortar. One of the photographs indicates the top two rows of a brick wall falling off.
Another photograph shows a crack right down the full height of the wall. I will table
several photographs of that type. I do not suggest that the Minister should have looked at
these properties himself, but whoever was given the responsibility of going to check on
those properties should have been more thorough.
[The photographs were tabled for the information of members.]
Mr Johnson: How many properties do those photographs represent?
Mr RIEBELING: They relate to 18 units in Beatty Avenue, and are all at the one site. I
could not go with the chap from the fretting mortar group because of problems I had last
week, but I am told by the person who took the photographs that they were taken at the
Beatty Avenue address.
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Mr Bradshaw: Was all the building done by one company or by different bricklayers?
Mr RIEBELING: My understanding is that the list sent to the Minister comprised 182
Homeswest houses within the Carlisle-Riverton area. I spoke at length to the person who
produced the list. He did not have to look too hard to find these mortar problems. His
own house is affected by the problem and he probably knows what to look for.
Mr Bradshaw: Were these houses built by the one builder?
Mr RIEBELING: I gather they were not. The suggestion is that during the period these
houses were built the type of mortar being used was defective. It is an expensive
problem to remedy. I saw photographs of walls that had problems with mortar that had
been fixed. They were quite ugly. Once the mortar is fixed the brickwork needs to be
rendered.
Mr Bradshaw: Are houses other than Homeswest houses involved?
Mr RIEBELING: The indication is that the problem is widespread throughout the
housing industry. This Minister is responsible far an asset of this State; that is, the
Homeswest homes. Once the problem was pointed out a more thorough investigation of
the problem should have been carried out. After speaking to the Minister I am sure that
he directed an officer in the ministry to check out the problems, and his conclusion was
that only two of the properties were suffering from fatigue. The Minister has informed
me that he will make sure that a more comprehensive examination of all the properties
listed takes place. I am sure that will happen. The problems can be fixed, unfortunately
at great cost.
The second area I wish to cover is the problem of overcrowding in accommodation,
especially in areas which people in this State identify readily as Aboriginal areas. The
areas I know best within my electorate which have a large Aboriginal population are
Wickham, Roebourne and Onslow. Those areas have ordinary, three bedroom houses
which accommodate 10 to 15 people and sometimes 20 people. As a result of the
overcrowding the houses are destroyed to some extent and the accommodation
deteriorates rapidly. It is time the Ministry sat down and thought about the type of
housing that is appropriate for Aborigines, especially in desert and remote areas. The
white population thinks it knows what type of housing should be built for Aborigines.
We have done an effective job over the years of convincing the Aboriginal people,
especially in my area, that they want a brick house just like the one you and I live in. The
simple fact is that Aboriginal people in the more remote areas of the State do not live in
houses as we do. Tfhey live mostly outside of the house and utilise the outdoor areas far
more than does the white population. I have held the view for some time that the
ministry should look at developing a house with walls that can be wound up like roller
doors to catch the breezes in which Aboriginal people enjoy sleeping and living. They
should not have to move out of the shaded area of their houses which is vital for a healthy
lifestyle.
It is time that the Minister and the advisers looked at how Aboriginal people are living
and adapted the housing complexes to suit their way of life. I am not saying that when
the Labor Party was in power it did any better than the current Government is doing. I
am saying that we should take a fresh look at the housing provided and supply housing
that is more attuned to the lifestyle of those people.
The next area to which I will refer is the long waiting lists that have developed,
especially over the past three years but more so over the past 18 months to two years.
Yesterday in a speech the Minister indicated that the percentage of home ownership
within the State was falling. That is a worrying trend. I agree with that because fewer
and fewer people are able to purchase their own home and eventually own it. One simple
result of that occurrence is that more and more people will be in the rental market and a
higher percentage will be looking for Homeswest accommodation to provide some sont of
shelter.
Since this Government has come into office, the number of Homeswest accommodation
units being built has dropped quite remarkably from that in the final year when Labor
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was in office. This Minister is providing less new accommodation and consequently,
putting pressure on the existing accommodation units. That pressure will increase unless
this Government takes the initiative and starts to spend substantially more on
redevelopment of old sites and old estates and builds new estates so that the expected
increase in accommodation demand, which the Minister has confirmed, can be met
throughout the State. I am not saying that it will be easy to supply that amount of
accommodation. However, if managed correctly, the provision of that housing will result
in a long term asset in the future. It is time the Minister, knowing the number of people
wanting to own their own home, started to think of ways that people in the welfare sector
could be encouraged to buy their own homes. He could use a number of innovative ways
to approach this. He should take up the challenge and see what sorts of economic deals
he and the banks can put together so that those in the welfare sector, who rely on
Homeswest accommodation, can purchase their own home from when they first take up
residence. That would release money to build more accommodation which would
alleviate the problems which the building industry is now entering. It also would lessen
the pressure on the rental market.
I also note with concern how the last interest rate rise was passed on to people who were
purchasing I-omeswest houses. I spoke to the Minister who said that the Government
had absorbed the last interest rate rise and could not afford to absorb the next one.
People who have mortgages through Homeswest are now paying interest rates of 9.25 per
cent compared with 9.75 per cent offered by the banks. The advantage of having a
Homeswest mortgaged property is about 0.05 per cent. There has been talk throughout
Australia that interest rates will rise by up to 1.5 per cent over the next few days. If that
occurs, I hope the Minister will look at trying to ease the burden of that interest rate rise
as much as possible so that it does not force a big section of people back onto the rental
market. At the moment the rental market is at a stage where it cannot afford to have a
large influx of people return to it. Although there are long waiting lists for many of the
suburbs in the metropolitan area, it is a sad fact - one that I cannot work out at the
moment - that the area of Karawara, between Kent Street in Bentley and Manning, has a
very high level of unoccupied accommodation. I have spoken to the Minister about the
large number of empty houses there. His answer was that the Government is thinking of
what to do about Karawara. It is not quite sure what to do. Not many people want to live
there and the Government is thinking of redeveloping the houses in that area. Until such
time as the Government decides the fate of Karawara, the people on the waiting lists
could be put into that accommodation even for a short time so that their immediate
situation could be alleviated as much as possible.
I will now refer to the problem of redeveloping old Homeswest areas. Some of the
redevelopment, or the urban renewal as some people call it, that has occurred around the
metropolitan area has been done exceptionally well. I reside in Manning. The
redevelopment of the Manning area has been proceeding very nicely. There appears to
be minimum disruption to the tenants. At the end of the day the Homeswest housing will
be an asset to the State. People will enjoy living in large houses built on one-eighth of an
acre blocks. The old one-quarter acre blocks are being subdivided, with two houses
being built on them. That is an example of how a redevelopment could take place for the
benefit of all in the community.
Somewhat further south is the development known as Karri Park in Bunbury. This is a
classic example of how not to go about redeveloping a suburb. It has caused a great deal
of anguish within the Bunbury community and the current residents of Kani Park. Sadly
the Government seems to be at a loss about what to do in relation to further development
of that area. The Minister's department made a statement on 10 November in the South
Western Times that Homeswest had admitted that it had started a multimillion dollar
project without a thought to conducting a feasibility study. That is quite an amazing
statement from a department which is responsible for managing this State's housing
assets. In the Bunbury press on a number of occasions, the Minister stated that he was
putting a halt on the Karri Park development. He said that the council had requested that
the redevelopment be halted because an economic study needed to be done.
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The simple fact is that the Minister has stopped the redevelopment to make sure it is an
economic proposition. The study he is now undertaking is to make sure that the financial
side of the redevelopment is in his interest and the best interests of the State. The council
asked for a social impact study to be done prior to redevelopment of this area. It did not
ask for a financial investigation to be carried out. It is wrong for the Minister to suggest
that that is what he thought the Bunbury City Council was looking for. The Minister may
think it is the case, but every press statement from the council indicates it was not
interested in the financial cost but in making sure that this project was developed in a
way that benefited the residents of that area and made it an attractive place in which to
live. In the early stages of the redevelopment the blocks of land on which the new
accommodation units were built were far too small and were not atrative places for
country people to live in. It did not create a situation where country people would flock
to Karri Park to go into the new accommodation units. In fact, it created the reverse
situation. The member for Mitchell agrees that the first stage of the redevelopment was
badly planned and should have been done on larger, more attractive blocks.
Mr Prince: It was done under your Government.
Mr RIEBELING: What the Minister says is right. A social impact study should have
been conducted into the first stage, as the council asked. The press releases I have seen
from the Minister's department do not indicate that he has stopped the redevelopment to
enable that sort of study to be conducted. He has stopped it because of the economics of
the project.
Mr Prince: The two obviously are intermingled. There is not a lot of point in rebuilding
a suburb unless it is attractive for people to live in, because one just perpetuates the
mistakes that caused one to rebuild it in the first place.
Mr RIEBELING: The Minister indicated in his press releases that he was worried about
the financial viability of the project and, therefore, if he were interested in making more
money out of the project, the accommodation units or the land on which they were built
would be smaller, so that they would be able to build more units of accommodation on
similar sized blocks. If the Minister says he intends to build larger accommodation on
bigger blocks, I will move off that point.
Mr Prince: The whole thing has been looked at. A consultant's report takes time. This
will be reworked to come up with the right answer.
Mr RIEBELING: The Minister's statement that appeared on 1 December in the South
Western Times indicated that the object of the feasibility study was to determine the best
way to progress the development given the current market condition.
Mr Prince: Yes.
Mr RIEBELING: It went on to indicate that it was his responsibility to ensure that
proper financial controls were in place. It appears that the Minister's study is based
mainly on financial viability rather than the social impact of the project.
Mr Prince: It is a mixture of both. When one has 14 700 people waiting for
accommodation and a limited amount of moneys, one must use it to produce the best
number of housing units. Eighty-eight per cent of the tenants are welfare tenants.
Mr RIEBELING: That is right. The original development failed to attract people
because of the small size of the blocks and accommodation. If the Minister is looking at
being more economic, I suggest the only way he will get more out of that development is
to build even smaller houses on smaller blocks, not bigger on bigger. I hope he manages
to convince the people developing it that the more economic way is to build
accommodation people wish to live in.
Mr Prince: That is the objective.
Mr RIEBELING: I hope that is what the Minister achieves. If he does that I will
congratulate him.
A point I wish to touch on before my time runs out is a problem brought to my notice in
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reference to 35 units of accommodation at 17 George Screet, Carnarvon. This joint
venture development properly was built by Homneswesz, and it is in the name of the
Carnarvon-Gascayne Memorial Theatre Fund Inc. A number of concerns have been
raised by the senior citizens who live in that accommodation. They were told by
Honieswest - I do not know how long ago - that a number of problems they were
experiencing would be remedied by Homeswest. They have now written to us saying
that even though Homeswesc promised to fix the problems it has not done so.
Mr Prince: I do not want to take up your time, If you give me the details I will have the
problem attended to.
Mr RIEBELING: I think I will just get through this, so I will mention them. The first is
the urgent need for the premises to have a secure perimeter fence. The second is security
patrols on an agreed contract. I presume there is some suggestion that the police may
patrol there on a more regular basis. The third is the complete removal of fire hazards
and debris around these premises. The fourth is the safety of walkways. Apparently
theft are potholes in the walkways and the driveway that should have been repaired. The
fifth is the urgent need for marked disabled parking bays for ambulances and fire
engines. The sixth is the provision of a groundsman, which must have been agreed to at
same time. The others are the ongoing maintenance of the grounds; drains to remove
heavy flood water when it rains, although it does not rain that often in Carnarvon; an
extra outside light in the area so that security can be maintained; the removal of brush
from an adjoining area which Homeswest owns; and the attention to maintenance and
painting of the units themselves. I hope the Minister will look at those areas and respond.
Mr Prince: I shall.
DR EDWARDS (Maylands) [9.48 pm]: I wish to take the opportunity tonight in the
context of this Bill to talk about Western Australia's failure to join the National
Environmental Protection Council. I am moved to do this because of a letter I have
received from one of my constituents who is managing director of a surveying company.
He writes -

Here is a copy of my billet doux -
Whatever that means I am not sure; maybe I could ask some of the learned members
opposite -

I and numerous of my colleagues, most of whom are directly involved in the
development of Western Australia are discouraged by the decision of Western
Australia to not join the National Environment Protection Council.

I must admit that when he first telephoned my office to seek my views about the National
Environmenta Protection Council, I wondered what he would say. I found out that we
agreed, which I thought was a goad thing. He makes the following really pertinent point
in his letter -

In all issues environmental no island is an island.
That is a true statement. He closes by saying that he believes that in the case of this
council Western Australia should be in there as a leader and collaborator and should not
have pulled out in a fit of pique.
I will take the opportunity tonight to explain a little more about what the National
Environmental Protection Council means, how it came about, why it is a good thing to
belong to and why it is a very bad thing we are not a member of the council. Basically,
the notion of the council arose from a Special Premiers' Conference in 1990 where it was
recognised that a national approach to the environment was needed. It was also
recognised that we needed a cooperative approach and we must stop some of the disputes
that had occurred between the Commonwealth and the States over environmental matters.
If we can do that, we will provide greater certainty for decision makers, whether they be
from government, or particularly importantly, from business. Obviously behind all these
sentiments was an idea that in Australia we should have improved environmental
protection. The idea of the agreement also recognised that some environmental issues
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and impacts do not recognise Stare boundaries; for instance, when air flows across our
continent it does not suddenly know it is in Western Australia or South Australia, or that
it has gone into Victoria. Increasingly, although we have been aware of local and even
state environmental issues, we must acknowledge there are regional, national and
international issues. We must ensure, as a State and as a country, that we can be involved
in this.
The agreement was to ensure we had better integration of environmental and economic
considerations in decision making; less duplication; and, open and accountable decisions
on environmental control. It was also careful to acknowledge that regional
environmental differences exist, and to accommodate them. In fact, in all the procedures
leading finally to the agreement and, in the two years since, to the formation of the
National Environmental Protection Council theme has been a great awareness of the role
of the States and the philosophical problems for the States that a national council may
create. Considerable care has been taken to ensure all those concerns are taken into
consideration.
Finally, two years ago, an intergovernmental agreement on the environment was drawn
up which was based on four principles: The first is the precautionary principle, that
where there is a lack of scientific certainty about an environmental issue, it should not be
used as an excuse to postpone measures to protect the environment. Unfortunately in the
past that has occurred, and I hope it can be corrected. The second principle concerned
what is referred to as intergenerational equity. That means in a commonsense way that
what we do today should protect the environment as an asset for our children and our
children's children. The other principles revolve around conservation and biological
diversity and, finally, improved valuation, pricing and incentive mechanisms when we
pursue environmental goals. The fourth principle is much more closely concerned with
ensuring that the interests of industry are properly represented.
When the agreement came together, agreement already existed on a number of schedules.
I will mention some of those because I think they are commonsense ideas - things that are
very clear - and I cannot see why we would have a problem with them. For instance,
schedule I of the agreement is about data collection and handling. The trust of that is
that we must ensure that all States collect similar information so that we can compare
notes knowing we are comparing apples with apples, rather than apples with pears. It is
quite sensible that when the various States collect data, they should collect the same type
of data so they can communicate effectively, swap information and see what it all means.
The second principle deals with resource assessment - an extremely important area. The
third principle deals with environmental impact assessment. Concern exists in this area
about creating certainty, particularly for businesses so they know what they are up
against if moving from one State to another. Businesses must know that they are guided
by a national set of guidelines. The fourth area examines the national environmental
protection issue that it was believed should be in place. This is about ensuring that
people enjoy the same benefit of environmental protection for air, water and noise. It
makes sense to know that standards for those important issues in the different States of
Australia are much the same. With reference to the comments I made at the beginning of
my remarks, some of the catchments of the large river systems, more on the east coast
than in Western Australia, do not know whether they are in South Australia. the Northern
Territory, Victoria or New South Wales. A problem is a problem even when it crosses
borders. We must acknowledge that. Other schedules of agreement concern climatic
change, biological diversities and the need for nature conservation. I cannot see why all
this concerns us in Western Australia, but I will talk about that shortly.
The thrust of the intergovernmental agreement on the environment was quite clearly to
get away from a totally States' rights and national interest stand off position, to recognise
the legitimacy of both panies, to avoid dual decision making, and particularly to get away
from some of the recent instances where ad hoc commonwealth intervention has
occurred. This all culminated on 4 November this year in a meeting in Adelaide of the
Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council. At that council, all
the States and Territories of Australia and New Zealand, except for Western Australia,
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agreed to join a new National Environmental Protection Council. This will come into
operation in 1995. As I have said before, the aim will be to set national standards for air,
water, ground pollution and noise.
Exactly what are WA's objections to this council? I will try quickly to clarify what it is
we are scared about. The major concern that has been thrown up is the idea that this
council is some sort of centralist takeover. That is nonsense. In fact the history of the
issue is that it was the Stares which suggested this national council. In the mid-1980s the
States realised that the Commonwealth had a role and that increasingly it would exercise
that role and, therefore, the States needed to do something as a group to protect their
interests. Initially, the States suggested there be this national council and initially, it was
the Commonwealth that said no. However, of course, as time has passed both the
commonwealth stance and our stance in Western Australia have changed. Now all
States, Territories and the Commonwealth - everyone except WA - believe we should
have this council.
One of the other centralist objections is that the secretariat of the council would be in
Canberra and, therefore, it was seen as some sort of massive Canberra push. However,
the secretariat is in Adelaide, which is close to Perth; that is heartening. Concern also has
been expressed about the system of voting and that a two-thirds majority in a vote will
mean that a standard must be accepted. However, the voting will be by one
representative from each State or Territory and one only from the Commonwealth. To
have the support of two-thirds of the majority, the Commonwealth would have to do a
fair amount of hard lobbying. To say we are scared of the voting process because we
think it is some sort of commonwealth takeover is nonsense.
I will now talk about some of the effects of not joining the council that have not been
spoken of. The first of these is what happens when an assessment is made by the
Commonwealth of a development which is in a certain area where the Commonwealth
has the power to examine it. For instance, if' a development proposal needs to be referred
to the Foreign Investment Review Board, the Commonwealth has a right to look at it. If
a development proposal applies to an area that is heritage listed, whether at World or
national level, or if the area under consideration is subject to a treaty or convention, or is
on commonwealth land, the Commonwealth has a role to play. If a proposal for a large
scale development involved foreign money, the FIRB would be involved, and part of its
assessment would be to send the proposal to the departments which it believes might
wish to have an input into its decision making. One of those departments is obviously
the Commonwealth Environmental Protection Authority. This State will now be
duplicating, because if a development proposal went to the FIRB, the Commonwealth
EPA might look at it, and even if it decided that everything was okay, there would still be
delay. In addition, new conditions might be imposed because this State will not
necessarily set conditions which are of the same standard as those set by the remainder of
the country. Obviously this duplication and delay will be accompanied by costs. That is
not acceptable to anyone. More credence should be given to that problem, which we will
now face increasingly because we have not joined that national council.
I turn now to developments on commonwealth land. By not joining the national council,
we have missed out on the right to manage environmental protection on commonwealth-
owned land. The Commonwealth is the largest landowner in Australia. It owns about 1
million hectares in Western Australia. Therefore, we have effectively signed away a
significant area. That area covers airports, and people are very concerned about the noise
levels at airports. It covers Garden Island, where there is a proposal to mine about which
the local people are unhappy.
Mr C.J. Barnett: That proposal is unlikely to proceed.
Dr EDWARDS: I hope the Minister is right. It also covers Telecom sites, where people
might also wish to have an input.
The Minister said, in talking about our refusal to join the national council, that -

"It does not give us control over Federal land whether we are in the council or
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not, but other governments have a sayin the standards that will apply and that is
not something we want to be involved in..

I thought we would want to be involved in the standards that will apply to
commonwealth land. I find that rather mystifying. I guess sections of industry also find
it quite mystifying, because the certainty that is a consequence of national standards is
required by large industries in particular so they know exactly what they can do. There is
no doubt that if we have different environmental standards in different States of
Australia, we may create a virtual nightmare for those industries in trying to work out
what is the standard in each State. We need uniform standards to ensure that
irresponsible operators do not come to this State because it perhaps has lower standards
than another State.
This matter was considered recently by the House of Representatives Standing
Committee on the Environment in its report titled "Working with the Environment".
That report pointed out some of the inconsistencies in regulations and standards that
currently apply in Australia. It contains an amazing quote from the Australian Chamber
of Manufactures, which points out that the formaldehyde level which is allowed to be
discharged into a sewer in Sydney is 10 times lower than the level which is allowed to be
discharged into a sewer in Melbourne. That is a significant difference for industry
because it means that its processes must be different in order to cater for a variation of
that magnitude. The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry pointed out to that
committee that the different standards in the States led to uncertainty and increased costs
of compliance because national companies, in particular, had to do different things in
order to comply with those different standards. One of the most telling comnments was
from a company called Pacific Waste Management Pry Ltd, which stated that there are no
standards, and that without standards we run the risk of having substandard operations
which will result in harm to not only the environment but also human health. The
company urged that there be minimum standards and pointed out that it believed that
would provide an incentive to companies to invest big dollars in state of the art
technology for waste handling, recycling, composting, landfill, etc.
When this report was presented in federal Parliament, I happened to be driving my car,
and I was interested to hear the Federal member for Cowan, Richard Evans, say on radio
that he was disappointed that Western Australia was not a member of the National
Environmental Protection Council and that this is reflected in one of its
recommendations. The report urged the Government of Western Australia to accept tihe
importance of comprehensive national standards and states, "In the national interest,
please reconsider your decision to not join." It also recommends that if Western
Australia continues to say that it does not want to participate, the Commonwealth should
proceed with the other States but leave the way open for Western Australia to participate
in the future.
I still do not understand why we did not join the national council. Are we afraid that our
standards will not meet some national minimum standard? That is nonsense. We have a
very good system of environmental protection and a good Environmental Protection Act.
In fact, that Act has been used as a model in other States. We have no fear about our
standards not being up to scratch. Some concern has been expressed that by not joining
this national council, we will weaken our standards. However, there will still be a
national benchmark against which we can measure our standards. If there were
developments in areas where the Commonwealth has jurisdiction, we would be faced
with duplication, delays and costs. The Government should consider its approach to
environmental management in the State. It should take a broader view and reconsider its
decision to not join the National Environmental Protection Council.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third reading.
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Hill read a third time, on motion by Mr C.J. Barnett (Leader of the House), and
transmitted to the Council.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (No 2)
Second Reading

Resumed from 9 June.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Warnock): Members should note that not all expenditure
shown in the Budget paper entitled "1994-95 Capital Works Program" involves
expenditure from the consolidated fund. Several areas of government capital works
activity in that program are funded from other areas. These areas are listed under the
heading "Source of Funds" at the bottom of each section. When the Bill is being
considered in committee, members will be restricted to discussion only of items which
involve estimates of expenditure from that fund. Consequently, if members wish to raise
questions concerning items which do not involve expenditure from the consolidated fund,
they should do so during this second reading debate.
MRS ROBERTS (Glendalough) [10.11 pm]: In this debate, I will be talking about
water resources. As everybody in this State knows, water is a precious resource.
However, apart from being a precious resource, it is also one of the three basic
necessities of life. They are shelter, clothing and water, as children are taught in school.
I had the pleasure of attending the ribbons of blue conference on 30 November at which a
number of school groups presented projects on water conservation and the protection of
water in our environment. I could not help thinking that many members, including the
Minister for Water Resources, would have gained much from hearing what the students
said with those project presentations and about what they wanted for the future for that
precious resource. It is essential for the future of our children and for future generations
that water resources are properly managed. Proper management and appropriate
spending are needed to save for the future; like all environmental measures, if money is
spent now putting in the groundwork, we will avoid many costly expenditures in the
future solving the mistakes that are made now. One has only to consider examples of
what has happened in Eastern Europe where water resources and water supplies have
been grossly polluted, leading to enormous clean-up costs, to appreciate the importance
of this. I would hate to see Western Australia creating clean-up costs for future
generations.
As has been reported recently. Western Australia is in the fortunate position of having
substantial pristine ground water resources. These resources must be protected at all
costs because without a good and reasonably cheap water supply, the expansion of WA,
including the promotion of tourism and other interests such as the lifestyle of families of
the future, will be endangered. We have been told that the population of Perth will
double in the next 20 or 30 years. There is no doubt, therefore, that a lot of planning
needs to be undertaken because if we are facing difficulties now and struggling to
provide sufficient water for the existing population, what greater problems will we have
to deal with in 20 or 30 years with twice as many people? If our ground water supplies
are not protected and we do not start conserving water, we will place our children in great
jeopardy. Many of these conservation measures may appear, in the first instance, to be
costly. However, they are worthwhile. I have discovered that many individuals, little by
little, are doing their bit to try to conserve water. Young people, particularly, are
concerned about the environment. Quite often school children in households encourage
their parents to become involved in recycling schemes. They look askance at their
parents and criticise them if they throw aluminium cans, plastic or paper in with the
general rubbish because they know that the dumping of these materials will have an
adverse effect on the environment in the future for them and their families.
It is the same with water resources. My eldest daughter is forever telling her younger
sister not to waste water when she cleans her teeth. The message is getting through,
especially to young people. Many individuals are already taking the step of converting or
updating to more water efficient products. They are converting to dual flush toilets
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which I understand save about half the amount of water that regular toilets use.
Apparently a normal shower head uses 24 to 25 litres of water a minute. However, a
water efficient shower head uses closer to 15 litres a minute. Considerable savings can
be achieved in that way. More efficient dishwashers, washing machines and even tap
heads can be purchased these days. A national scheme was recently launched which
promoted the efficiency of those products. It gave products a rating system similar to the
electricity rating system. People can now buy water products which have been given
ratings of AAA, AA and A. When consumers purchase products that use water, they will
be able to make an informed choice about the product and whether they will do their bit
to protect the environment.
A lot more needs to be done about reusing water because much of the water that leaves
households, such as water which goes through a dishwasher, the washing machine, down
the kitchen sink and the bathroom basin or through the shower is reusable. I have spoken
to householders who have rigged up their own systems for reusing that water on their
lawns and gardens and for other uses around the house. Doing that household by
household is probably very expensive and it probably would be very expensive if the
State tried to treat waste water and reuse it. However, it needs to be considered in new
subdivisions. If it is possible to reuse that water from households, which 'will not be
particularly polluted, on parks, reserves or in forests, it will result in considerable savings
of our precious water resource. When one considers the millions of litres of water that
are wasted down people's drains, it is an area that we should look at, otherwise we will
find Ourselves in a perilous situation in the future.

The next issue to which I turn is the current water restrictions. It is apparent that they are
not working very well. The aim was to reduce water usage by about 10 per cent, and
there are signs around the place asking people to do that. The signs on billboards and the
backs of buses are limited in information on how that can be achieved. The reality is that
the Water Authority of Western Australia is achieving only a 6 per cent result. The
savings have come out of what is a class one water restriction which means that there is a
ban on sprinklers between 8.00 am and 8.00 pm. However, people have failed to reduce
the time the sprinkler is on. I have spoken to people who have actually dobbed
themselves in for what they have been doing and others who have told me they have
turned their sprinklers on at 8.00 pm and have gone to bed and have woken in the
morning to realise they have caused a dreadful waste of water. Other people have said
that they go out to collect their newspaper at 6.00 am or 7.00 am and they actually feel
compelled to turn on their sprinkler because they have one or two hours left before the
restriction is in force. For one reason or another that message is not getting through to
some people. I can understand that people may forget to turn off their sprinkler. It is
causing people to convert to timing switches. I was advised in answer to a question in
this House that the imposition of this degree of ban was based on a couple of things; one
was a campaign in 1985-86 which was undertaken by the Water Authority and the other
was the Australian Bureau of Statistic figures of 1992. I took the opportunity to obtain a
copy of the document "Conservation of Energy, Water and the Environment - Perth
Statistical Division 1992" which indicated that 75 706 dwellings had reticulation from
mains water operated by a time clock. The difficulty is that there is no comparative
figure. Members know that in the past few years timing switches have become cheaper
and more readily available, whereas 15 years ago practically no-one had these devices
connected to mains water.

Another category which was not specified in the Minister's response to my question is a
hose with a timer attached. These devices are also becoming more sophisticated and
cheaper. My information is that the imposition of the ban has resulted int a substantial
rush on these devices. Given that the figures are about two years old and that information
is available which indicates that people are starting to purchase these devices in greater
numbers, we need to look at some kind of trend of the purchase of these devices.

I took the opportunity to obtain another document from the ABS which was entitled
"Domestic Water Use, Western Australia 1986". That document states that in 1986 the
number of dwellings with reticulation off mains with a fixed time clock was 18 246.
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That survey was of about 90 per cent of households. Extrapolating on that, we come up
with a figure of about 20 000. Therefore, in 1986 there were 20 000 and in 1992 more
than 76 000; and that is ignoring the people who have timers on their hoses. At the very
least there are probably 110 000 homes with these automatic timers. It probably explains
why the water restrictions have not resulted in the reduction in the use of water which the
Water Authority anticipated.
A further problem with the way the water restrictions have been imposed is that while
they were talked about as early as April, the Minister issued a statement that water
restrictions were not necessary at that stage and he would wait to see what the winter
rains would bring. He also issued a number of other statements. It was fairly predictable
that Perth would have water shortages. It was a possibility in April this year that water
restrictions would have to be imposed. The restrictions introduced are probably too late.
They should be in place throughout the year because there is not much sense in watering
gardens in the middle of the day at any time of the year. Some form of restrictions
should be in place to prevent middle of the day watering all year round.
There is some confusion in the community about the water restrictions and what will
happen if there is a need to move to class 2 of the water restrictions or any other levels.
The message is gradually getting through to people that they cannot water between
8.00 am and 8.00 pm. I acknowledge it is a difficult message to get through to people.
The advertisements in the paper get through to a lot of people, but not to all of them.
Those people from non-English speaking backgrounds have difficulty getting the
message through the printed media. A problem will arise if we move from one class of
water restrictions to another. People will have to be continually re-educated and the
water restrictions will have to be advertised widely so that people know what class of
restriction is in place. It is not the way to go about it. It is simply an ad-hoc system
which virtually depends on the level of water in the dams. In the months of January to
March the gardens are at their driest and children want to make use of water for summer
recreation. At that time the water restrictions could be at their worst. The harshest
restrictions will be in place at a time when people want to use water. The restrictions that
were imposed 15 years ago are not the way to go. It is very difficult to have no water
restrictions and then move to very strict water restrictions and it could even mean a total
ban on the use of sprinklers.
I have heard elderly people say on talkback radio that they are confused because some
elderly people have obtained some form of dispensation so they can water before 8.00
pm. I am not aware of that because it has not been widely advertised. I acknowledge
that it is difficult for some elderly people to water their gardens after 8.00 pm because
they are frightened to do that in the dark. I can understand why some people are
questioning why others have been ranted a dispensation. I heard a spokesman from the
Water Authority informing people on radio that to get that dispensation they had to
telephone a certain number which would lead to an assessment of whether the
dispensation should be granted.
Another problem which has emanated from the water restrictions is dirty water. The
Water Authority has not denied the challenge that the dirty water has been caused by the
imposition of water restrictions. The demand for water occurs at certain times of the day;
that is, immediately before 8.00 am and immediately after 8.00 pm. A Water Authority
spokesman said that it is likely that more dirty water has been created in past weeks by
the concentrated high use of water on gardens before 8.00 am; and that the speed of water
through the pipes had been so great most mornings that fine particles of sediment had
been stirred into customers' piping. It is an unacceptable suggestion, especially for
working people, that in the short-term WAWA recommends that people water their
gardens before 5.30 am and that they wait until mid-morning to use their washing
machines to avoid the dirty water. In this modem age we should not need to give people
that kind of advice in metropolitan Perth.
I could refer to a number of other issues of complete mismanagement in the area of water
resources which I raised in earlier debate. Given my time limit, I will start with a couple
of other issues: Members may have read in The West Australian - on the front page and
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subsequent pages on 2 December 1994 - that a considerable problem exists with water in
the Collie River, and that local residents, as well as members of the Cardiff Progress
Association, are very concerned. They have complained about the deteriorating water
quality and the rapidly drying Collie River. They claim that the water is rotting
children's teeth, causing eczema and other skin problems, ear infections and stomach
pains. What alarms me in this instance is that the Minister has flatly refused to meet with
the representatives of the Cardiff Progress Association.
Mr Omodci: That is not true.
Mrs ROBERTS: That is what I anm told, and I believe the people told the same story to
the member for Collie, as well as Hon Doug Wenn, a member in the other place. The
Minister has refused to meet those people.
Mr Omodei: I am meeting with them tomorrow night.
Mrs ROBERTS: I am pleased to hear that.
Mr Omodei: I have sent officers of the Water Authority to Collie on a regular basis. On
my instructions, the Water Authority is solving the problem for people at Cardiff.
Mrs ROBERTS: For weeks, the people have wanted a meeting with the Minister. They
have complained to the Minister and the member for Collie for some time. The Minister
has ignored them. It was not until they received publicity on the front page of The West
Australian, and threatened to meet at Parliament House, that it became convenient for the
Minister to meet them tomorrow night. I am pleased that at last the Minister has caved
in.
Mr Omodei: You ame pathetic. The member for Collie raised a grievance in this House a
month ago, and the matter was acted on before that. Get your facts straight.
Mrs ROBERTS: Did the Minister meet with them? No! That is a fact.
Mr Omodei: You are a nasty old duck.

Withdrawal of Remnark

Mrs ROBERTS: Madam Acting Speaker, I believe the remark was unparliamentary.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Warnock): I find it hard to make a judgment. It was
extremely ungallant, and I ask the Minister to choose his words more carefully.
Mr OMODEI: I withdraw.

Debate Resumied
Mrs ROBERTS: This issue has not arisen in the past few days. The Minister is correct
when he says that the member for Collie raised the matter as a grievance. I am alarmed
that my office was informed by Michele Tonkes that the Minister had refused to meet
with the group. Hon Doug Wenn told me exactly the same thing. In fact, when talking
to my electorate officer, Michele Tonkes said she had been to see the member for Collie
but was unable to get an appointment with the Minister, and the member for Collie
suggested that she come and see me. It is rather interesting for the coalition that one of
its members said that if a person could not see the Minister she should see the Opposition
spokesperson.
Mr Omodei: Hon Bill Stretch has been organising meetings. We have had meetings with
the Collie Council -

Mrs ROBERTS: People are not pleased with the Minister. If the Minister were doing his
job the article would not have appeared in the newspaper. That is a fact. If the matter
has been around for about a month, what action does the Minister propose to take? How
will he solve the problem?
Mr Ornodei: The Water Authority has been protecting the rights of the people in Collie.
The Water Authority has been negotiating with the State Energy Commission and the
mining company to restore those rights. That is exactly what is happening. The only
bone of contention is whether the river should be replenished in some way. Work has
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been going on for months; it has not happened only since the member for Gleridalough
entered the picture.
Mrs ROBERTS: People are at their wits' end. The situation has not improved during
past months. I do not know what WAWA or SECWA have done, or are doing. I know
the result so far. It is nothing. I know people in the Cardiff Progress Association - those
80 or so people living in the area who rely on the river are very dissatisfied and unhappy.
Mr Omodei: Do you think there should be a 600 megawatt power station in Collie?
Mrs ROBERTS: I am not interested in debating arguments about power stations. I am
interested in the Minister's role in this matter. It appears that the Minister has abrogated
his responsibility. He said he would leave it to WAWA and SECWA. These people
have been imploring the Minister to intervene, but he has failed to do so. The Water
Authority confirmed the water shortage. It has confirmed the acidity of the Collie River.
It has confirmed that it has a link with ground water being pumped into the river. Water
is pumped in from the aquifers by Western Collieries Ltd. Western Collieries used some
of the water to cool machinery at Muja, and the rest of the water is dumped in the river.
Since May. Western Collieries has stopped dumping the water into the Collie River. The
company claims that the river was kept artificially high. It now claims that the aquifers
will gradually build up again. I am told that the local people are not happy with the
situation. They have problems with household water, and water for stock and orchards.
There is local concern about the water levels and the effect on local forests. It is a major
problem. I am pleased to hear that the Minister at last will meet the people. I hope that a
proper solution and some action results to help these people with this very serious
problem.
A number of other issues concern me in the water resources area, relating to the
Minister's mismanagement. They include problems at Golden Bay where people have
sewage in their household water. My concerns include some of the irregularities in
tenders and problems with that process; WAWA tendering for the Homeswest sewerage
contract at Hilton - having the lowest quote by more than $200 000 - and the tender not
being accepted; tenders being reopened and WAWA being directed not to put in a tender
the second time.
Mr Omodel: That is not correct.
Mrs ROBERTS: Did WAWA put in a tender the second time?
Mr Omodei: That was an operational decision by the Managing Director of the Water
Authority. No direction was given.
Mrs ROBERTS: I was advised that the direction was from Homeswest. It asked it not to
retender.
Mr Omodei: That is not correct. The managing director made a decision not to re-tender
because the Water Authority had a lot of work to do. It has a $65m infill sewerage
program which gives a lot of work.
Mrs ROBERTS: It is good that the Minister is sticking to his original story, but I have
other information which I will raise on another occasion.
Mr Omodei: Could it be that they are not the facts?
Mrs ROBERTS: No, they are the facts. I understand somebody at the Water Authority
has told people in more junior positions otherwise. I probably have the minutes of a
meeting at which that occurred. The other matters I raised about mismanagement earlier
today, include the way this Minister has breached the tender guidelines. He learnit
nothing from last year when he breached the guidelines in respect of Scott Four Colour
Print and the Liberal Party connection.
Mr Omodei: How have I breached tender guidelines?
Mrs ROBERTS: The Minister admitted himself in answer to questions asked last year
that he had done so.

8988 [ASSEMBLY]



[Wednesday, 7 December 1994] 88

Mr Omodei: What Water Authority tenders were called last year?
Mrs ROBERTS: I am talking about Scott Four Colour Print. Also, questions were asked
by the Auditor General. The Minister made a commitment to the House last year, but
again this year he has breached the system. Controlled Marketing has clear connections
with Chilla Porter of the Liberal Party.
Mr Omodei: How did I breach the tender guidelines?
Mrs ROBERTS: By failing to ensure that three quotes were received on each occasion.
Mr Omodei: That was an operational matter.
Mrs ROBERTS: The Minister is learning from the Minister for Police.
Mr Omodei: You are a slow learner.
[The member's time expired.]

Withdrawal of Remark

Mrs ROBERTS: I believe that is an unparliamentary remark.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Warnock): Will the Minister consider withdrawing that
remark?
Mr OMODET: How is being called a slow learner an unparliamentary remark?
The ACTING SPEAKER: It is derogatory and offensive, and I ask the Minister to
withdraw it.
Mr OMODET: I withdraw.

Debate Resumed
MRS HENDERSON (Thorolie) [10.42 pm]: It is almost exactly 12 months since we
debated in this Parliament a package of industrial legislation amendments to which
members on this side of the House took great exception. During the course of that debate
we made a number of predictions about the way in which the amendments to the
industrial relations laws would be used. In particular, opposition members predicted
there would be widespread coercion of workers to sign these agreements, and they would
be used to undermine their conditions of employment. Twelve months down the track,
that is exactly what is happening. I will give examples tonight of the way in which it is
happening in the Government's work force. This Minister for Labour Relations is a most
unfortunate person to hold the portfolio because he has such an obsession with the notion
of destroying the award system and undermining the wages and conditions of workers.
Although he dressed up his ideas and said people would be given a choice, now that they
are not flocking to his system and signing workplace agreements in the numbers he had
hoped for, he seeks to coerce government workers to accept workplace agreements.
There are two key elements in what is happening. One is pressure being placed by the
Minister on his ministerial colleagues and heads of department to get people to sign
workplace agreements. It is interesting that the first sign of this new approach was a
letter from the Minister to the heads of all government departments, advising them that
they do not have to offer new employees a choice between an award or a workplace
agreement. We shall never forget the way this Minister carried on in this place, hour
after hour, about the fact that people would be given a choice and that his legislation was
about choices. The Minister has issued a letter to the heads of all government
departments as follows -

ENGAGEMENT OF NEW EMPLOYEES UNDER WORKPLACE
AGREEMENTS
A number of agencies are operating under the belief that, even where Government
approval of a workplace agreement exists, new employees must be given the
option of working under that agreement or the relevant award. This is not so
where State awards apply.
Subject to Cabinet endorsement of a workplace agreement, it can be a lawful
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condition of employment that an employee enter into a workplace agreement.
Any such offer of employment should be subject to registration of the agreement,
and the employee should not commence employment prior to registration.

Members may recall that the Opposition sought to amend the Bill by inserting a
definition of a "prospective employee", to give prospective employees access to the
choice the Minister claimed everyone would have. He rejected that amendment and said
it was not necessary because prospective employees would be given that protection. He
said they would be able to claim coercion if they were coerced into signing a workplace
agreement. The Opposition raised precisely this issue at the time bnid said that
prospective employees would be told that if they wanted the job, they should sign the
workplace agreement because if they did not sign it they would not be offered a choice.
The Minister was on a takback radio program with Gerry Gannon when this issue was
raised by a listener. The Opposition cited the transcript of that discussion, in which the
Minister suggested that if the person was a new employee and was offered a workplace
agreement but wanted the award, that person should accept the job with the workplace
agreement and then go to the Commissioner of Workplace Agreements and claim
coercion. The mranscript is quoted in Hansard, and less than a year later the Minister has
issued a letter to all heads of department advising that it is not necessary to offer the
choice to new employees. They can be given a workplace agreement and told if they
want the job they must sign it. No negotiation takes place. All the fine words of the
Minister were a mockery when he claimed the panties would negotiate. I have seen
copies of those letters and there is nothing about negotiation. They are printed
agreements with set conditions, and people axe told to take them or leave them.
Following that letter to the heads of government departments, things were still not
moving quickly enough for the Minister and not enough people were signing workplace
agreements. Therefore, on 25 October a new letter was sent to his ministerial colleagues,
under the heading "Workplace bargaining" as follows -

In June and July of this year. I spoke at a series of seminars for Chief Executive
Officers which provided a forum for the exchange of experiences, views and ideas
on how workplace agreements could be progressed further in the public sector.

He went on to say -

As you are aware, it is Government policy to offer employees choice in labour
relations. I am therefore keen to maintain the momentum that I believe was
created at those seminars and wish to learn of progress in the development of
workplace agreements in agencies within your portfolio.
To assist me in this aim, I would appreciate it if you would write to your Chief
Executive Officers on my behalf and ask them to provide information on their
progress with regard to the negotiation of workplace agreements. I am
particularly interested in learning of any problems that agencies may be
encountering in developing workplace agreements.

That letter is quite clear. It asks the Minister's ministerial colleagues to call their chief
executive officers and ask how they are progressing in negotiating workplace agreements
in their departments, because it is government policy. No wander the Minister holds
these seminars, at which he holds forth to CEOs on the benefits of agreements. The
system has been a dismal failure. A tiny percentage of the work force in the private
sector are under workplace agreements. Most have rebuffed the new system, so the
Minister is determined to implement it in the Government sector. This letter is another
example of his seeking to exert pressure on his ministerial colleagues to get them in turn
to put pressure on their chief executive officers to get people into workplace agreements.
I asked the Minister a question on notice about coercion in the following terms -

In relation to workplace agreements how many complaints of undue influence/
coercion or pressure have been made to the Commissioner for Workplace
Agreements?
What has been the outcome of the investigations into these allegations?
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He wrote back and said -
No records are kept but I aim advised that there have been approximately 20-30
such complaints over the last 12 months.

No records are kept! It was a key clement of the Workplace Agreements Act that people
should not be coerced and they could complain if they believed they were being coerced
and the matter would be investigated. Yet the Minister says no records are kept on
complaints of coercion. He goes on to say -

In th' registration process, where the Commissioner has found that the
requirements for registration were not met, the registration has been refused.
Where people believe there have been treats or intimidation, they are informed
that such actions are illegal and complaints can be taken to the Industrial
Magistrate, either by the complainant directly, or with the assistance of an
Industrial Inspector from the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations.

Is it of much use to the normal worker to be told, "If' you think you have been
intimidated, go and see the industrial magistrate; go and file a complaint; go and wind
your way around the legal system and put in a complaint." So much for the Minister's
so-called concern to ensure that nobody would be coerced into signing a workplace
agreement.
I have been told by a number of people in the public sector about widespread coercion of
those the Government is seeking to get onto workplace agreements. In particular I refer
to the Building Management Authority, where negotiations went on for more than two
years to develop an enterprise agreement. That agreement had almost come to fruition at
the time of the 1993 State election. It was then put on hold by the incoming Government,
and since then the Government has consistently refused to negotiate that enterprise
agreement with those unions and the BMA. I am talking about blue collar unions and
workers representing plasterers, electricians, labourers and carpenters - all the blue collar
trades that work within the BMA. Discussions had almost reached a conclusion at the
beginning of 1993. No progress was made during the remainder of 1993, so in early
1994 an approach was made by the combined unions on behalf of the work force, and the
BMA refused to continue to negotiate. The unions took the matter to the Industrial
Relations Commission and there was a compulsory conference before Commissioner
Beech.
In the conference the Government advocate told the commissioner that the Government
was not interested in progressing an enterprise agreement. It was prepared to offer
workplace agreements or nothing. The comment by the commissioner Was one of
disbelief. IHe said it was amazing. The law provides that people have a choice.
Currently those workers are all under awards. They have a right to seek to negotiate
changes to those awards and improvements in conditions and wages. They have not had
a Wage increase for two or three years and have been seeking to negotiate an enterprise
agreement for three years. The Government advocate said to the commission, in direct
breach of the law, "We are not interested in negotiating on an enterprise agreement. We
will negotiate a workplace agreement or nothing." So much for choice; so much for no
coercion. I am talking about several hundred workers within the BMA. Those workers
then held a mass meeting, having heard what happened in the commission, and voted
unanimously not to accept a Workplace agreement. On that very day, the Minister stood
up in this House and made a short ministerial statement about what a historic day it was
because workplace agreements were being offered for the first time within the BMA.
The Minister is so determined to impose his will on those workers that he has refused to
allow the people who are elected delegates to attend the joint negotiating meeting with
the BMA. He has refused to allow them to go to the Industrial Relations Commission to
appear as witnesses on behalf of their members. H-e has effectively refused to allow them
to take part in the normal industrial steps that lead to an enterprise agreement, because he
is so determined to get them to agree to a workplace agreement. Hie is trying to show
them, quite effectively, that if they do not sign individual agreements they will never get
another pay increase or another change in their working conditions. The only way they
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can get that is to sign individual workplace agreements. That is a direct breach of
everything thac the Minister said for hour after hour in the debate in this Chamber exactly
12 months ago. People will not forget that the Minister stood up in this Chamber and
claimed repeatedly there would be no coercion. When we claimed there would be, he
said we were misinformed and scaremongering and crying to convince people not to sign
such things. Now he is coercing workers across the whole of government by refusing to
negotiate anything else. He is also seeking by another method to coerce people to sign
workplace agreements. It is a less direct method and it says. "We will refuse to cooperate
in any way with any applications that were progressing through the Industrial
Commission by appealing every decision, refusing to implement, delaying and arguing
technicalities."
I want to refer to some decisions of the commission in which it expressed absolute
amazement at the Government advocate's position. The commission is stunned at the
kinds of arguments that are being put forward as a means of delaying proceedings in the
commission. The first case involves an application to vary an award to allow trainees to
be employed under a new federal Jobskills program. This was part of the Federal
Government's recent White Paper on unemployment. It allows people who are long term
unemployed, or disadvantaged, and often with very few skills, to gain jobs at a different
rate of pay. flat requires a variation to the award to allow these trainees to be employed
at a different rate of pay from other workers at an institution.
The union representing those people in the hospital industry applied to vary the
miscellaneous government conditions and allowances award to put in a new clause which
would allow Jobskills tr-ainees to be employed. The Government went io the commission
and opposed this on the basis that one award should not be allowed to have this clause
but the unions should go through all 21 awards applying to different categories of
workers in government hospitals and insert the same clause. That would take a great deal
longer than the process of inserting this clause into one award. The decision of the
commission handed down by the senior commissioner states that the Government
argued -

.. that it is contrary to Government policy for this award to be varied instead of
the twenty one (21) individual awards and agreements. Why this is the
Government's policy was not explained in any detail at all.

This is the government advocate appearing in the commission, arguing on behalf of the
Government. After listening to the Government's argument the senior commissioner
went on to say -

With due respect I am unable to comprehend why this background of some
nineteen months ago provides any reason, let alone any valid reason now, for
opposing the variation of the subject award. A reasonable inference that arises is
that having been unsuccessful in the earlier proceedings .. . the Department of
Productivity and Labour Relations ... is determined to be totally unproductive in
its attitude towards the variation of this particular award.

What a damning indictment it is of the government advocate appearing in the
commission that the senior commissioner describes that department as determined to be
totally unproductive in its attitude towards the variation of this award.
I will talk about some of the evidence that was produced during that hearing. One of the
pieces of evidence was a letter from Royal Perth Hospital dated 6 October. It is from the
manager of human resources at the hospital to the union making the application. It
states -

Thank you for your letter dated 16 September 1994 advising that the Union has
proposed a Jobskills Clause to be inserted into the Miscellaneous Workers
Common Conditions Award.
While I accept that this would be the ideal solution for not only the Health
Industry but the Public Sector wide, the difficulty as I understand, is that
DOPLAR intend to oppose it on the basis that it would be seen to be more
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appropriate to be inserted into the Hospital Workers (Government) Award. If the
above does occur it will obviously delay this Hospital's intention to employ forty
trainees under the new work opportunities provisions of the Commonwealth
Government's White Paper in the 1994195 financial year.

The head of labour relations at Royal Perth Hospital is saying that if the argument put up
by the Government in the commission succeeds, 40 unemployed people will be delayed
in being offered traineeships in the hospital alone. The head of human resources goes on
to say -

..I would strongly request, that while negotiations are continuing for the
proposed clause to be insented into the Common Conditions Award ... that for
the purposes of expediency as far as Royal Perth Hospital is concerned, an
Agreement be drafted and registered with the Commission on an interim basis
pending the outcome and finalisation of those negotiations.
I would appreciate if you could consider this issue as a matter of urgency and
please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss the issue further.

In other words, Royal Perth Hospital was most anxious to employ 40 long term
unemployed disadvantaged people as trainees, and was amazed that its own
Government's directives were causing it to delay that process. What a strange situation
that is. The head of Royal Penth Hospital's human resources department writes to the
union on behalf of the workers saying, "We want to support your claim. We want to take
on 40 unemployed people under this scheme. The Government's position is delaying this
and we don't support it." A further letter produced as evidence in this case was from the
company Trott Casey & Associates Pty Ltd employment brokers. It states -

Trott Casey & Associates is deeply concerned at the ramifications of the matter
currently before the Industrial Relations Commission on 24 November, relating to
the General Conditions Award and its effect on placement of long term
unemployed and otherwise disadvantaged jobseekers under the Federal
Government's Jobskills Program.
Figures from the Green Paper indicate that the national rate of successful
outcomes for Jobskills Programs was 43%, and 52% in Western Australia.
Moreover, Trott Casey & Associates as approved Jobskills brokers, have a current
success rate of 72% ...
It is our concern that any delays to varying the General Conditions Award for
Miscellaneous government workers will effectively delay the employment and
training of Jobskills applicants who are already disadvantaged in terms of recent
experience and relevant training.

A third exhibit produced in this case was a letter from the Workskills branch of the
federal Department of Employment, Education and Training which states -

I am writing in relation to the Commonwealth's Jobskills program and your
union's endeavour to have the State Government Common Conditions Award
varied to incorporate a Jobskills provision. This provision would allow Jobskills
participants to gain access to several State Government sectors that previously
have been unavailable to participants in Western Australia.
I appreciate the support that Your union is demonstrating towards the Jobsills
program and in assisting the long term unemployed back into employment.

It goes on to talk about the program being open to people who are long term unemployed.
It states that it provides them with valuable work experience and structured on and off the
job training. It continues -

The combination of work experience and training provides participants with a
combination of skills to allow participants to become competitive in the labour
market.

Three letters - from the head of the industrial relations division of Royal Perth Hospital,
from a Jobskills broker, and from the federal Department of Employment, Education and
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Training - all say that this is an urgent application to allow long term unemployed to be
employed by the State Government. Who is delaying it? The Stare Government's
application - its resistance - is delaying it. What did the commission find? It said, . .. it
is fair and right on the established facts of this application to vary the subject award.'
In other words, despite the State Government's opposition to this, the commission said it
was fair and right to allow this to happen. The most telling thing of all is stated in its
judgment: "No good reason has been advanced on a merit basis as to why this award
should not now be varied." It states that the evidence of the secretary of the union plainly
sets out the merits of the circumstances and, therefore, of the application to vary the
award, and that delay is highly undesirable in the circumstances. That is an indictment
on this Minister's intransigence and on his obsession in trying to stop people gaining
improvements in working conditions and, in this case, in allowing long term unemployed
people to be engaged as trainees in the government sector because of his obsession with
stopping matters which relate to the existing industrial relations system going to the
commission.
I will give one other example of the way in which this Minister in particular has
intervened to frustrate and delay matters before the Industrial Relations Commission as a
way of stopping people from improving their conditions under the industrial relations
system. I refer to a minimum rates adjustment application for child care workers. These
are workers who are employed in government child care centres such as TAFE child care
centres and the centres attached to Tuart and Canning Colleges. Negotiations on this
change to the rates of pay of 200 trained child care workers began in 1990. In 1992 the
Industrial Relations Commission held hearings. At that stage, when the Opposition was
in government, an agreement was reached that whatever agreement was reached in the
private sector on the payment of these child care workers would be accepted and
implemented in the government sector. In the private sector the matter was progressed.
By consent the wage of trained child care workers was increased to a level of $501.10 for
a two year trained person during the third year of service. That was to be implemented in
the private sector by a series of instalments. Those people received their pay increase
commencing on 10 May 1993. and received their final instalment on 10 November 1994.
Child care workers in the private sector received their pay increase over that time.
Meanwhile there was a change of government and the new Government said it was not
prepared to negotiate this pay increase for child care workers and it put the whole matter
on hold. There were delays until finally the matter went before the Industrial Relations
Commission. We then had a most extraordinary situation with a series of letters putting
forward different positions.
On 19 October a letter from the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations was
received by the Secretary of the Miscellaneous Workers Union. It states -

In accordance with wage fixing principles, respondents will only agree with the
first instalment being inserted into the award. A separate application will need to
be made for the second, third and fourth instalments as occurred in the private
sector. .. .

It is agreed that the operative date for implementation of the first instalment be
from the beginning of the first pay period commencing on or after the date of the
hearing.

On 19 October the department said that it agreed to the instalments on behalf of the
Minister. At 6.11 pmn on the same day a further letter from the department was received.
It states -

We are willing to proceed on the basis of the attached schedule, which contains
all the instalments, going into the award tomorrow.

A schedule was attached to that letter. The next day was the hearing. On that day three
faxes were sent from the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations to the union.
The first one at 7.30 am, the next one at 9.19 am the next at 9.46 am. The 9.19 am letter
states -
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Our response is as follows -

Item I - Consent
Item 2 - Consent
Item 3 - Oppose
Item 4 - Oppose
Item 5 - Consent (apart from (e) which is opposed)
Item 6 - Consent (apart from (e) which is opposed)

By 9.46 am a new letter came through stating -

Our instructions are to oppose the claim at today's hearing.
What an extraordinary way for a government advocate to behave in a court of law. It
sent a fax that indicated a complete 180 degree about face from being in support of -,n
agreement that had been negotiated over three years to a position of total opposition to
the claim at 9.46 am, just before a 10.00 am hearing. That is the result of having a
Minister who is determined to frustrate and delay at every possible opportunity any kind
of increase in pay that does not come under a workplace agreement. This Minister
should be got rid of as soon as possible.
MR BROWN (Morley) [11.12 pm]: I wish to deal with two matters in the brief time
that I have this evening. The first deals with funding for non-government organisations
and the second with the various industrial relations issues. The House will be aware from
the Budget papers and other papers that in the order of $40m a year is now allocated
through the Department for Community Development to non-government organisations.
The non-government organisations provide a variety of community services including
financial counselling, training courses and counselling for parents and adolescents,
assistance for people in poverty, assistance for people in domestic violence situations,
and support for families. The work they carry out is significant. Many people who are in
difficult situations either economically or personally seek the assistance of such
organisations. A significant amount of funding comes from the Government for church
based organisations, and a large amount goes into community organisations that operate
at a local level. The work is important because it provides support for families and
individuals in the community.
On 13 June this year the Minister for Community Development issued a statement
following a launch of a publication relating to the state of what might be called the
community sector industry. On releasing that publication, "From Crisis to Prevention",
the Minister released a Press statement indicating that a change would be introduced at
the beginning of the 1995-96 financial year in the manner in which services were funded.
The Minister indicated a number of things in that Press statement. He indicated that
agencies would not receive funding, but they would be provided with funding for the
services they provide. It would be the services that would be provided with funds, not
the agencies. He said that funding would be based on outcomes; that is, agencies had to
demonstrate outcomes which were desired by the community and approved by the
department. The Minister indicated that the department intended to carry out a mapping
exercise of all available services in each area of the State to identify any gaps in services.
Having done that the department would call for agencies to apply for funds in relation to
the services that were needed. That was in June.
All of that threw up questions among the agencies, which include organisations like the
Salvation Army, Anglicare, Centrecare, Perth City Mission and various other significant
organisations as well as smaller community groups, as to what criteria those
organisations would have to meet to be funded in the 1995-96 financial year. What
would they have to do to ensure that funds would be provided? For many of these
community groups no funding will mean that they will cease to exist. That means a
service will not provided in the local area. It means that a women's refuge or a youth
shelter will close down; counselling is no longer provided; staff will have to be put off
and assets that have been acquired must be sold. The anxiety level among all
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organisations which are provided with funding and which operate in the area of social
services was increased following this statement, because they were unclear as to what
criteria would be applied by the Government in determining whether funding would be
made available to them. They were assured at the time through soothing words from the
Minister that there was plenty of time for all of this to be worked out, that they would all
be funded for the next 12 months and theme should be no problems or anxieties on their
part.
In the early stages after that statement the question was raised as to whether such
agencies would have to tender for services that were required by the Government of the
day. Of course, if that were the case the question was, what will have to be in the tender?
What services will be required? How will the services be assessed? How will the
agencies be assessed? How does the Government intend to assess outcomes? Those
organisations want to know the answers to those questions so that they could provide
training for the staff to adapt to these new arrangements to try to ensure that funding
continues so that the agencies can continue to run the programs they have been running
for some considerable time. As it is now December - although not 13 December - six
months have gone by. In many respects the agencies today know little more than they
knew on 13 June when this announcement was made. The agencies still have not been
advised about the new funding arrangements.

The other day I received advice from one of the organisations concerned which talked
about the contradictory messages it received from Government about the new funding
arrangements. I will refer briefly to a letter in which it was told -

At the DCD workshop people expressed concern over the use of language. Firstly
we were told that we would be contracting/tendering for services. Then at the
Means and Ends workshop hosted by WACOSS attended by over 100 people, the
Minister said it was not be tendering but 'expression of interest" and we should
refer to service provision as this. Then we received a letter of 17 November
which was headed "Invitation to purchase of service Workshop for centrally
managed agencies", yet on the day, Thursday 24 November, Genevieve Errey said
that a softening of the language now meant that we were able to refer to it as
funding services from community services.

The meeting then asked: What is the difference between funding of services and
purchasing of service?

From that brief quote members can see that there is confusion in the sector about exactly
what are the Government's requirements of these non-government organisations. They
are still none the wiser about what funding criteria will be used to determine whether
they will be funded for the next financial year. Some in this House may say. "It is still
six months away; there is no significant problem; we do not need to worry because there
are another six months to go." I will tell members that there is cause to worry. Firstly.
employees in those organisations need to know whether they will have a job in six
months' time. Some may be encouraged to seek alternative employment and leave jobs
in which they have worked for many years because of the financial uncertainty facing the
organisations. Secondly, organisations need to know. Many of them have clients to
whom they provide a service. The agencies cannot simply close down overnight without
impacting on the services they offer clients. They need to have advance warning so that
if they cannot provide the services that clients desperately need, alternative arrangements
can be made. They need to know at least three months prior to the end of the financial
year whether they will be funded; that is, by 31 March next year they need to know
whether they will be funded for the following financial year. That is about 15 weeks
away.

At this juncture the organisations have not been told what their funding criteria will be.
They are expected to go through some unknown process to tender or to submit
expressions of interests for services which have not been specified, to try to persuade a
yet unidentified individual or individuals that their agencies and the services that are
provided through those agencies should be funded. This is not a small exercise; it is a
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significant undertaking. Hundreds of organisations provide many services to the
community. The community will be much poorer if there is disarray in this sector. All
this is causing a significant degree of uncertainty in the community services sector.
Many organisations and individuals within that sector simply do not know what they are
facing; whether the services will be funded next year, what alternatives the agencies
should make, and so on. The matter is made worse because many of the organisations do
not have sound financial resources; that is, if they are not provided with funding through
the department and the Government, they will cease to exist. They do not have any
carryover funding. They require a decision on funding on 30 June next year. If there is
no decision on funding by that time, many of them will cease to exist because they do not
have any carryover funds. Even for those which are able to save some funds from
recurrent purposes, under the terms of the grant those agencies are required to remit any
surplus to the Department for Community Development.
I raise this matter because it is not an insignificant issue. It is causing concern among
those agencies and employees. In my view the Minister needs to go back to the drawing
board and very quickly produce the criteria that will be used to determine where funding
is to be provided. In this process it has been difficult to get any information from the
Minister about what the process will entail. I could - but I will not -go through the
avalanche of questions I have placed on the Notice Paper almost every two or three
weeks seeking information to provide to these non-government organisations so they can
at least attempt to glean the Government's intentions. Unfortunately, despite my putting
many questions on notice, despite my asking very specific questions, the answers have
not been forthcoming. The questions have either been answered very late or the answers
received have not answered the questions at all. I will give members one example - and
this is an absolute classic! I placed the following question on notice on 26 October -

(1) Has an assessment been made on whether the collaborative relationship
between non-government organisations will be detrimentally affected by
the proposed tendering arrangements to be introduced by the State
Government?

(2) Does the Government expect the same degree of collaboration and co-
operation between non-government agencies when such agencies are
competing against each other for funds?

(3) How does the Government intend to ensure that the proposed tendering
arrangements will not damage the relationship between non-government
organisations competing for funds?

That is not a difficult question, not one that would test a Minister a great deal in being
able to provide an answer. After weeks of thinking about it, the Minister provided this
answer -

(1) The Department for Community Development has an excellent working
relationship with non-government organisations as demonstrated during
the Work which was undertaken in the Community Services Industry
Study which was completed in June 1994.
This Government and the non-government organisations recognise the
importance of accountability in the expenditure of public funds. The
Department for Community Development currently directs about $40m a
year to non-government agencies to provide community services. This
represents 37 per cent of the Department's total expenditure.
When I became Minister in 1993, only 38 per cent of agencies funded by
the Department for Community Development had funding agreements.
Neither the agencies nor the Department could clearly identify why they
were being funded or what they were required to produce with the funds.

To provide effective and accountable services to the community, it was necessary
to undertake a stocktake of services. This was done in the Community Services
Industry Study. In addition, the management of non-government funding was
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devolved to the Department's district offices. This allows the Department to be
more responsive to community needs by having a truly local perspective in the
planning of services. All funded agencies now have funding agreements.
The transition from the funding of organisations to the funding of services will
mean that non-government bodies will receive funds to provide a specific service
which will in turn, result in specified benefits and outcomes for the people who
use each service.
The focus an services will mean that members of each local community will
always be able to find out what services are available in their community and
which organisation is providing them.

Mrs Edwardes: He has given you a very extensive answer.

Mr BROWN: It was a very extensive answer. It was all in the industry study six months
ago, but the answer had nothing to do with the question. It is just a lot of words. The
royal commission condemned the former Government for failing to answer questions.
Maybe the Minister mixed it up and answered the wrong question. Any answer there
would be coincidental, because it does not answer it at all, It continues, but I will not
embarrass the Minister by reading more. One does not need to be particularly bright,
because it is almost a joke to put questions on notice. It is like asking, "Has the Minister
got a new car?" and he talks about the hedge at the front of his house. Community
organisations have tried to obtain information. They do not know whether they will be
funded, what he criteria will be and who will assess it. They listen to all the soothing
wards of the Minister and cannot find out anything. Their is six months to go. When we
seek here legitimately through the parliamentary process to try to obtain answers to
questions that are not too difficult - and one does not need intellectual prowess to answer
some of the questions because they are basically matters of information - one does not
get an answer. One either gets the mirror man answer of "We are looking into that" or an
answer that does not relate to the question. Therefore, one can understand the concern of
organisations in that area. As time goes on, unless this mess is dealt with more and more
heat will come on to the Government from the non-government sector in order to ensure
that the non-government sector knows what the Government has in mind.
It is appropriate to finish with what might be my last opportunity this year to speak on
industrial relations, given that it is an important issue. You will recall, Mr Acting
Speaker (Mr Johnson ), that at the last election campaign it was stated by the Minister for
Labour Relations that the new system will provide a choice for employees of whether to
be engaged under the terms of an award or under the terms of a workplace agreement. I
was interested to receive a document under the heading of the Minister for Labour
Relations. It is headed "Engagement of new employees under workplace agreements"
and reads -

A number of agencies are operating under the belief that, even where
Government approval of a workplace agreement exists, new employees most be
given the option of working under that agreement or the relevant award. This is
not so where State awards apply.
Subject to Cabinet endorsement of a workplace agreement, it can be a lawful
condition of employment that an employee enter into a workplace agreement.
Any such offer of employment should be subject to registration of the agreement,
and the employee should not commence employment prior to registration.
The Department of Productivity and Labour Relations has already provided
public sector agencies with this advice, but your assistance in ensuring that
agencies within your portfolio recognise and consider this strategy would be
appreciated.

We can see that what was told to the public of Western Australia before the last election
is a lie, because here it is in black and white under the Minister's signature. There is no
choice; one either gets a job under the conditions nominated or one does not get it. It is a
case of "sign up and get the job or do not sign and stay unemployed". This is exactly

8998



[Wednesday, 7 December 1994] 89

what we said prior to the election. The proof took a long time to come out - 12 months
after the event - but here it is. Let us have a look at the protection offered by this system.
A parliamentary question asked whether the Act provided any protection for employees
and whether one can sack employees under an award and re-engage them under
workplace agreements. I asked the Minister about that matter, and it is recorded in
Mansard on 21 September -

(1) Is the Minister aware of an article that appeared in The West Australian
newspaper on 17 August 1994 quoting the Minister as saying "his new
workplace agreement laws only stopped employers sacking workers and
re-employing them under workplace agreement, not replacing staff
altogether"?

(2) Has the newspaper reported the Minister correctly?
(3) If not, what exactly did the Minister say to the newspaper? .

The answer to the first two questions was yes. Again it can be seen that there is no
protection for new employees and none for existing employees. All one need do is
restructure the business, push the old employees employed under awards out the gate,
and engage the new employees under the new system. The amount of misinformation
provided, much of which is at taxpayers' expense, is unbelievable. Let us look at the
propaganda that is used in Western Australia about the number of workplace agreements.
We are told in here day after day about the increasing number. On 18 October I asked
the Minister -

How many employees who have entered into registered workplace agreements
with their employer have, since the date of the registration of the agreement, left
the services of their employer?

The reply from the Minister was -

This information is not available.
What does that mean? We now have the ludicrous situation where an employee can start
a job, let us say in the cleaning industry or some other casual industry, where he is
required to enter into a workplace agreement for five years. Two months later the
employee leaves the service, but the agreement carries on for statistical purposes. The
employee takes up another job with another employer and signs a workplace agreement.
He stays for a time in that job and then leaves. That agreement continues. Therefore, the
Minister can come into this place and say, "The number of workplace agreements is
increasing. They are having a very significant impact. There are now some thousands of
them." Probably thousands are registered, except that they do not apply to anyone. They
are a shell, because the employer-employee relationship ended long ago. The position is
so ludicrous that some agreements have a hook clause in them, so that one can enter into
an agreement for five years and after that five years the agreement continues forever until
it is replaced by another agreement. Therefore, although after two or three months the
employer-employee relationship may come to an end, the agreement goes on for 10 years
or 20 years. It goes on statistically forever. This is a nonsense. The Minister for Labour
Relations can come in here and say, "We have another 1 300 this month. There are so
many more." It is a nonsense, because at the end of the day under this system if everyone
in Western Australia signed up we would finish up with two or three times as many
workplace agreements as there are employers and employees.
It is absolute nonsense and an attempt is being made to hoodwink the public of Western
Australia. The other nonsense is that of choice, and a further nonsense is the appearance
of reports from time to time in the newspapers and in various publications that employees
are not doing too badly under workplace agreements. Recently the Commissioner for
Workplace Agreements made some comment that employees generally were as well off,
if not better off, under workplace agreements. That was an interesting comment, so I
placed a question on notice asking the Minister for Labour Relations if any assessment
was carried out by the Workplace Commissioner on the value of the relevant award and
the workplace agreement. The Minister responded by saying no such assessment was
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carried out and that nio statistical information or analysis was available about whether
people under workplace agreements were better off or worse off, or what was the
situation. Yet continually, members 4f the Government and certain bureaucrats within
the structure publicly say that people tinder workplace agreements are doing as well as or
slightly better than people under awards. There is no proof. Part of this problem is that
people are being led astray by government misinformation.
At the close of this session this year, whether tomorrow or the next day, I encourage
those members of the Government who have an interest in this area to reflect on what
were the policy commitments and on what is the reality. The commitments allegedly
given to the working people of Western Australia have been breached. The people in
Western Australia, particularly wage and salary earners, have been conned by this
Government. More and more of them are finding this out every day as they come into
my office, and probably your office. Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Johnson), and complain
about being ripped off. I hope that sooner or later the Government will have a change of
heart and provide real protection for the workers.
MR THOMAS (Cockburn) [11.42 pm]: I will speak on a subject which is outside my
shadow portfolio responsibility and a matter on which I do not normally speak in this
House; namely, health. Obviously we are at a disadvantage in this House because the
Minister for Health is in the other place. Nonetheless, I will make a case for the need to
have a men's health policy. I hope the Government will be interested in taking up that
matter. In recent years, a number of specialised strategies have been drawn up as it has
been recognised, primarily, that the health needs of various groups within the community
vary. The receptiveness of different groups in the community to health messages varies
according to the culture of those groups. Hence programs that seek to encourage people
to adopt a more healthy lifestyle should bear in mind the culture of the people to whom
they are directed if they are to be effective.
The most obvious matters that come to mind are Aboriginal health policies and strategies
and women's health policies and strategies. I am not, for one second, suggesting they are
not a good thing; I believe they are very good My proposition for a men's health policy
is based on that belief rather than as an alternative. I believe they should be
supplementary. Aristotle said that it is as unjust to treat unequals equally as it is to treat
equals unequally. A generic health policy which seeks to cover everybody - an argument
presumably put by the people who would say there is no need for a specialist health
policy for men - would fail to take into account that the health needs of men differ from
those of women. Therefore, there is a need at least to some extent to have a specialist
men's health strategy.
This need to set up a men's health group was drawn to my attention by a group in my
electorate. They drew my attention to some quite alarming statistics which we must bear
in mind. Before I speak on them, it must be understood that the health needs of various
groups in the community can vary markedly as between men and women as a result of
biological differences. Also lifestyles as part of the various cultures in some cases have
health implications and include attitudes which affect the susceptibility to messages on
health which might be promoted by the Health Department or similar bodies.
Some of the statistics drawn to my attention by the men's health group are that in the
early part of this century men lived for an avenage of 3.6 years less than women. Now
they live an average of six years less than women. The gap in longevity between men
and women over this century has widened rather than closed. I understand that in both
groups the figures on longevity have improved, notwithstanding that the longevity gap
between men and women has widened. I am not a scientist, much less a medical person,
but I understand theme are some basic anatomical and physical causes contributing to that,
about which probably nothing will ever be able to be done. It is interesting that the
primary index of the effectiveness of health programs in relation to populations - namely,
longevity between men and women - shows the gap between men and women over the
century has increased rather than decreased.
Apart from that most obvious statistic, some other factors which were brought to my
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attention by this group probably contribute to that. The first is that more men than
women also die as a result of accident or suicide related fatalities. As they are out and
about in the community to a greater extent, men are moire prone than women to motor
vehicle accidents and accidents in the work force. However, more disturbingly, men are
also more likely to commit suicide than are women. Young men and even boys are far
more likely to commit suicide than young women and girls. There must be an attitudinal
explanation for that. Boys are more likely to want to take their own lives than girls on a
-ratio in excess of 2:1 and that at least some people reach that state of despair is a very
disturbing situation, and something must be done about it. Secondly, men have a high
percentage of all cancers which are not specific to women. As we know, many cancers
are a product of lifestyle and can be avoided by appropriate behaviour and altered
lifestyles. The fact that men are more susceptible to these cancers probably reflects - I do
not know for sure; I am not an epidemiologist - the same sort of behavioural, lifestyle and
cultural phenomena that are reflected in the fact that men are more likely than woman to
die from accidents. Thirdly, in the Cultural and lifestyle aspects of our lives, alcoholism
is higher among men than among women, yet women are more aware of alcohol-related
health threats than are men. That is probably more a cultural matter than anything else.
Thirty-three per cent of males smoke, and men are three times more likely to develop
lung cancer than are women. The group to which I spoke said they put a question mark
over the differences between men and women in the long term because there is a
disturbing incidence of young girls smoking, Perhaps even higher than the number of
young boys who smoke, but in the past that was not the case, and the impact of that
behaviour is exhibited in the fact that men are more likely than women to contract lung
cancer. That may not always be the case because women may catch up with men in
regard to that dreadful statistic. One hopes that will not be the case and that the statistics
will be equalised by fewer men contracting lung cancer.
More males than females are the drivers in fatal car accidents. More men than women
are overweight or have high cholesterol and blood pressure levels in all age groups.
Again, these are diverse factors but they nonetheless can have an adverse effect on health
or lead to early death. These factors are more likely to be a result of cultural differences
between men and women than anything else. Men are more likely than women to die or
suffer permanent disability at work. Again, this probably reflects the fact that men
traditionally engage in the type of work where they are more likely to experience
accidents which can cause death or permanent disability. Men are much more likely than
women to be involved in the use of illegal drugs. We indicated earlier that men are more
susceptible than women to smoking and alcoholism, and that extends to the use of both
illegal and legal drugs. Those sorts of activities can lead to serious health problems.
Men are more likely than women, by a substantial factor, particularly among adolescents,
to end up in police custody. Again, this probably derives from men's role ini society and
from the culture which leads men to be more likely to be engaged in activities which
would draw them to the attention of the police in such a way that they are incarcerated,
which unfortunately can be bad for one's health and an unpleasant experience.
I turn now to the areas that need to be addressed in a health strategy. Men are far more
likely than women to deny health problems and to ignore early health warning signs. A
parallel factor is that women are far more likely than men to go to medical doctors or
health practitioners. Some attitudinal studies should be done of the way in which the
different cultures of men and women reflect in attitudes which are likely to affect
behaviour and, therefore, health, but basically the macho ethos that one should be tough
and endure pain, and that it is a sign of weakness to accept that one could be unhealthy or
that there is a problem for which one should see a doctor, has been found by people who
have looked at these things to be a serious contributor to the different health experiences
of men and women because many diseases and health problems which people experience
could be averted if they heeded the early warning signs and sought medical intervention
by going to a doctor or hospital at an early stage. Similarly, people who go to a doctor
regularly and have check-ups are more likely to detect those early warning signs than are
people who do not. Therefore, while the attitude of male toughness may be good in some
circumstances, is not good in regard to health.
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For reasons which should be obvious to everyone, men are far more likely than women to
be either HIV positive or to die of AIDS. Those statistics were brought to my attention
by the men's health group which has been set up in my electorate. That group is seeking
to encourage self-help among men in regard to health problems and to encourage men to
be conscious of their health and of health issues, in the same way that the women's health
groups which were set up in die early 1970s lobbied for women's health programs to be
established, and I think most people would agree that those programs have been very
successful. One of the most obvious examples is breast cancer, where the women's
health groups raised die consciousness of women about breast cancer and drew the
attention of society to dhnt problem, which led to screening programs becoming available
to test for breast cancer and to women becoming more aware of the early warning signs
so diat they could take responsibility for their health.
We have an equivalent problem with men in regard to prostate cancer, and there is
probably a need for men to have a similar attitude and to have screening so that there will
be early detection and, hopefully, serious problems can be averted by early intervention.
The group that spoke to me regards itself as a self-help group. In the same way that the
women's health groups said in the 1970s that women should take responsibility for their
health, diat attitude should be taken by men. The Government is not responsible for the
drug taking, crazy driving and other forms of behaviour which adversely affect the health
of young men. Men and boys need to talk among themselves and develop attitudes
which would discourage that behaviour and to say that it is not smart, macho or desirable
to take drugs or drive dangerously.
We should try to encourage an ethos among men to be aware of the consequences of
what they are doing. Similarly, die Government is not responsible for the fact that men
are, in many cases, susceptible to depression, that very often they experience very severe
mental depression and loss of self-esteem after a family crisis which often manifests
itself in antisocial behaviour towards other members of their family. However, men
should recognise that that is a problem they need to address and that, although women
and children who are often the victims of domestic violence will see it from their point of
view as aggression by men, men should recognise that it is an illness, a disease and a
health problem that can be addressed by the promotion of proper attitudes in the
community.
I was very encouraged by this group. Its approach was unusual and was one that I had
not thought about before in any serious way. There is a number of diverse phenomena
from the greater likelihood of young men to engage in foolish behaviour in cars, to the
susceptibility of men to a loss of self-esteem and frustration which can manifest itself in
very destructive behaviour towards themselves and towards others in the event of a
family crisis such as the break-up of a marriage and the loss of his children which we
have all seen, hopefully not among ourselves, but perhaps in our families or among our
constituents. It is very desirable for these groups to be set up to spread messages in the
community whicb are directed at men.
As I said at the commencement of my speech, the reasons for having different programs
are twofold. First, men have different health needs, not only because of different
biological needs to women, but also to a greater extent because they are more susceptible
to different illnesses which occur because of behavioural. reasons. Largely, men engage
in behaviour which leads to their being more susceptible to a different range of diseases
and health problems. The second reason that a program should be directed at men is that
men have different attitudes from those of women. Macho behaviour leads to health
problems because, in many cases, men will be regarded as sissies if they seek the help of
a medical practitioner or a health professional, on a routine basis to have a check-up so
that the early warning signs of some illness might be detected or, if something is found
that should be accepted as an early warning sign, they are less likely to seek medical
intervention at an early stage. In many cases, early intervention will be able to avert
death or serious illness.
I will make this speech known to the Minister for Health. I hope that the Government
will be responsive to groups such as the one in my electorate that I have cited tonight. I
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do not believe we are talking about a great deal of money. However, programs should be
directed at men's health problems and in a way that the message is likely to be taken up
by men. In advancing the need for a health policy for men, 1 am not, as some others have
been, seeking to attack health programs for women. I recognise that there is a need for
them as there is a need for programs for Aboriginal people, both men and women. There
are different health needs in the community and different susceptibilities to receiving
messages which are transmitted as part of those programs. However, it should be
recognised that middle age males, us for the most part, are more likely to have severe
health problems and we are also the least likely to take sensible actions to heed the
general health warnings that are not specifically targeted at that group. There is a need
for a male health policy and I hope that the Government takes up that suggestion.
MR LEAKY (Nonhern Rivers) (12.06 am]: I want to rake this opportunity of placing
on record my congratulations to the Boundaries Commission for doing what I and most
people consider a goodjob in finding a solution to a very difficult set of circum stances.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Obviously, here speaks a man who has just got his seat back.
Mr LEAHY: I will come to that later. For those who have followed this issue, as I know
most members in the Chamber now have, the Boundaries Commissioners originally had
before it a couple of very forceful submissions, namely from the Liberal and National
Parties, that sought the transfer of one of the Mining and Pastoral Region seats to the
south west of the State, specifically to be based around Mandurah to form a third seat in
that area. In their draft boundaries report, the commissioners came to the conclusion that
chat was probably the way to go. That unleashed objections from just about every shire
in the north of Western Australia and the eastern goldfields region, from a number of
individuals and from me and the Labor Party. I was lucky to be granted an audience with
the commissioners, with whom I spoke for 45 minutes about the difficulties they created
with chose boundaries. Anyone who knows the Mining and Pastoral Region will realise
that it is a very vast region and quite difficult to get around because of a lack of direct
flights.
Mr Kobelke: Can I suggest that the logic and the facts that you presented must have
carried some weight given that the commissioners reconsidered their earlier draft
proposal?
Mr House incerJected.
Mr LEAHY: I thank the member. I was going to give the National Party a bouquet for
the way it supported the sixth seat. However, I do not know whether I will now. After
hearing the submissions, the Boundaries Commission reversed the situation and reverted
to six seats for the north of the State. The six seats also caused some problems because a
number of very diverse communities needed to fit within them. There were some
objections from the Shire of Halls Creek and to a lesser extent from the Shire of Wiluna
in my electorate of Northern Rivers, and from the communities around Warburton and
Cules. However, overall, the decision to revert to six seats was well received.
I have submitted in this place on a number of occasions as have others in another place,
that the real problems that have led to an apparent decline in the population has been the
Liberals' obsession with what I call "a roll cleansing". Th1at has been going on for a
number of years. Ic has normally involved the sending of returned letters to the Electoral
Commission objecting to the enrolment of people, thousands of whom have been found
later to be still at the same address, and who have not received mail in the first place or
have not received a letter from the Electoral Commission asking them to confirm that
they should not be taken off the roll. It has caused concern among Aboriginal and remote
mining communities, and members of Parliament. The frustration of spending many
months in getting people on the roll and giving them the opportunity to vote for their
local member of Parliament only to receive a notification from the Electoral Commission
which states that the person who had just been placed on the roll some days or weeks
before has been taken off the roll because that person had not received the letter
confirming his enrolment and consequently being disfranchised is overwhelming.
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I can cite the cases of at least 20 or 30 people who refused to re-enrol because they had
been taken off the roll a number of times. I hope, now the boundary commissioners have
decided to retain the current situation of six seats, thac practice will abate and the rails
will be maintained in a proper fashion, as is the wont of the people in that region. It has
caused a great deal of concern and the Liberal Party submission to the boundary
commissioners indicated that some 5 000 envelopes had been returned from the mining
and pastoral region which they believed was evidence that a number of people had left
the area. That is not the case. It is merely evidence that the letters that were posred by
the Liberal Party were not received. There were a number of reasons for this, one of
which was that many people did not have a permanent residence. Some of them lived in
mining camps or Aboriginal communities and on many occasions they relied on one post
office box which was not frequently cleared. As a result, the postmaster returned the
mail to the sender after a period which ranged from 14 to 21 days. Consequently when
the mail was returned to the Liberal Party or the Electoral Commission the person who
arranged for the objection to be lodged in the first place had the names of those people
taken off the roll. People want to be on the roll and they sometimes travel great distances
to enrol, only to find further down the track that their names have been taken off the roll.
I was intrigued to hear it claimed that the boundary redistribution was nor an ulterior
motive for the Liberals to keep the numbers down in the Mining and Pastoral Region so I
was interested to read the Federal Government's joint standing committee's report on
electoral matters dated November 1994, It states that the committee received
submissions objecting to the fact that the Electoral Commission was not able to take
people off the roll after the issue of the writs and before the closure of the roll. I
wondered who would be objecting to not having the opportunity to get Deople off the roll
in that last week? I did some research to find out who had objected. The submission I
obtained was lodged by Mr Lin ton Crosby, who is the state director of the Liberal Party,
Queensland division and, ironically, a Mr Anthony B. Nutt, who is the manager of
marginal seats for the Liberal Party. If that does not ring a bell with people, I do not
know what will. I have said for a long time that the Liberal Party's strategy is to cleanse
the rolls, take people off the roll with the intention of trying to get one of the seats from
the Mining and Pastoral Region transferred to the south west. If anyone wanted evidence
of that, it lies in the submission to the joint committee on electoral matters.
I am very pleased the boundary commissioners decided to revert to six seats in the
Mining and Pastoral Region. I can rejoice that I can now contest a seat and that six
members of Parliament will not be seeking preselechion for five seats. The six members
who currently represent the Mining and Pastoral Region can continue to do so. The five
seat scenario would have caused many problems. Towns in local authorities would have
been in different electorate areas. For example, the Shire of Carnarvon would have been
removed from the Gascoyne region and would have been included in the seat of Eyre. A
number of anomalies would have resulted and it is pleasing that that situation will not
Occur.
I referred earlier to an interjection by the deputy leader of the National Party and I was
pleased to see that in the end the National Party did find its way. After the boundary
commissioners announced that they were seriously considering reverting to six seats, the
Liberal Party objected. The National Party did not, realising the significance of the six
sears remaining in the Mining and Pastoral Region. To my knowledge at that stage there
was no objection to that scenario. The Liberal Party continued to pursue the boundary
commissioners to try to get them to transfer one of the seats to the south west, but I was
not aware that the National Party did that.
Mr Cowan: That is correct - it was suspicious, and I will talk to you about it later.
Mr LEAHY: At that stage I did not think the National Party pursued the five seats
scenario.
Mr Cowan: No, it did not.
Mr LEAH-Y: I know the Liberal Party did and it continued to pursue it through the
newspaper until Monday this week. Dr Honey, the President of the state Liberal Party,
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came out with an absolutely ludicrous suggestion that the legislation be amended to
enable the boundary commissioners to alter the boundaries between Mining and Pastoral
and Agricultural and between Agricultural and South West so they could get more
favourable boundaries. It is obvious that Dr Honey does not know the provisions in the
Act. Everyone involved in politics should know that that option was available to the
boundary commissioners in this redistribution. In fact, the Liberal Party lodged a
submission which called for small changes between Mining and Pastoral and the
Agricultural boundaries. It suggested that some areas near Southern Cross should go into
either the Agricultural or Mining and Pastoral Regions. Anyone who takes an interest in
the boundary redistribution knows that the only statutory boundary is between the
metropolitan area and the country. The commissioners could have changed the city
boundaries; they could certainly have changed the regional boundaries in the country.
However, they elected not to do so. They elected to retain the existing boundaries and
everybody involved realises that those boundaries are quite distinct.
Mr House: Given your passion for retaining the status quo on a weighted voting system,
do you support the Labor Party's High Court challenge of one- vote- one-value which will
take those two seats out of the Mining and Pastoral Region?
Mr LEAH-Y: Yes, I do. My argument has never been that there should not be one-vote-
one-value.
Mr House: The very people you seek to represent would have less representation than
they have now.
Mr LEAHY: I am quite prepared for people in the area to be enrolled anid, if the area
were properly enrolled, there would be many more additional voters. Within the area
there are 100 000 adults who are of voting age and only 60 000 are on the roll, and that is
far more than in the Agricultural Region. What I passionately objected to was that with a
five seat scenario the situation would have been that the Mining and Pastoral Region,
which is the most remote region, would have had 2 000 people more per seat than the
electorates of Mandurab and Bunbury.
Mr House: One-vote-one-value will have exactly the same effect.
Mr LEAH-Y: It will be the same statewide.
Mr House: It will have the same effect.
Mr Cowan: It will because there is no demographic change in remote areas. You will
see the same tolerances given and they will be added to the remote areas. They will be
above growth and the seats like Mandurah will be below growth. Your argument does
not stand.
Mr LEAHY: The situation under the five seat scenario, which was put to the boundary
commissioners and even accepted by the chief statistician, was that it would result in an
increase in disparity. In other words, in the years from 1997 through to 2001, by bringing
in a five seat scenario the 2 000 difference ended up being 2 100. It did not reduce the
disparity; and that is die argument we won with the Chief Justice. Because there would
be I I South West seats, the reduction from six to five seats causes the disparity between
the two regions to increase. With six members the disparity decreases.
Mr House: That is not in dispute. The member cannot have it both ways. He cannot say
that he supports an extra seat in the nonh, and also supports his party's High Court
challenge for one-vote-one-value, because it will take out two seats.
Mr LEAHY: As I said earlier, if the situation applied statewide it would be quite
acceptable. My argument is that we should not have a situation where a regional city
such as Mandurah - which is 60 kilomnetres. south of Perth - has 2 000 people fewer now
and will have 2 000 fewer later on. Bunbury is the same.
Mr Cowan: With one-vote-one-value it will still happen.
Mr LEAHY: I do not agree with the Minister.
Mr Cowan: The only reason that occurs now is the demographic changes. Unless the
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criterion is changed, the demographic trends will be taken into account always; that is,
unless the criterion is taken out - and on that basis if there is no growth in some areas and
there is growth in other areas, there will be a discrepancy.
Mr LEAHY: Thle Minister does not understand what I said. What we submitted, and
what the graphs indicated, was that under a five seat scenario the disparity was growing.
Demographic change did not bring it closer it took it further away. The growth rare
espoused by the Department of State Development and other departments is that there
will be considerable growth in the Kimberley around Broome, in the Gascoyne around
Carnarvon, at Exmouth and Shark Bay, in the Mining and Pastoral Region. The growth
will be strong, although probably not as dramatic as in areas in the south west. Areas
around Busselton and Bunbury are expected to grow at a faster rate than those in the
Mining arnd Pastoral Region. Certainly, we will see considerable growth. The fact that
we are talking about six seats for the Mining and Pastoral Region and 10 in the South
West Region will mean that growth in the south west will need to be considerably more
before it warrants an extra seat.
On the Golden West Network the Chief Justice, David Malcolm, said that currently, and
at the time of the next election and beyond, there will be a requirement for 5.5 seats in the
Mining and Pastoral Region and 10.1 in the South West Region. However, earlier the
preference was to go to 11I seats in South West rather than six in Mining and Pastoral. I
am pleased that the commissioners eventually changed their minds and returned to six
seats. The vast majority of electors in my area are pleased that the status quo will
remain, and that there will be no dramatic changes in the Mining and Pastoral Region.
I wish to talk about a couple of other matters of concern to my electorate. The first is the
decision by the Minister for Transport to allow triple bottom road trains to use Great
Northern Highway between Wubin North and Meekatharra. It is a very bad spot because
about 40 or 50 kilomnetres of the road is still of single width. It has no passing lanes,
which necessitates vehicles raking risks when a triple bottom woad train measuring 55
metres in length is passing a car towing a caravan on a stretch of road about 10 feet wide.
The road conditions have caused at least two roll-oven. Obviously, there has been
considerable damage to the road as a result of such weighty vehicles using the road.
Such vehicles can weigh 100-odd tonnes including the freight. The road has not been
upgraded and probably will not be upgraded in the next 12 months. I have passed on my
concerns to the Minister for Transport. I did not know until recently that the Minister
had been lobbied by the Shires of Cue, Mt Magnet and Meekatharra. They supported the
move. Some of the gold operators have also been pressing for that outcome.
I am very concerned that the Minister has decided to allow triple bottom road trains to
use the woad prior to the upgrade. It will be only a matter of time before someone is
killed because a vehicle may attempt to pass, or may be passed by a large truck, or even
confronted head on. It was a bad decision to allow such large vehicles to use that stretch
of road. We have heard strong arguments by concerned citizens in the metropolitan area
that we should not allow double bottonm road trains in the metropolitan area. Those
vehicles are about 37 feet long. People strongly object to those vehicles being on the
road in the metropolitan area; yet on narrower roads in the Murchison we see triple
bottom trucks. That flies in the face of rationality. The decision will be regretted
eventually because of the damage to the road and the dangers to the travelling public. I
hope that the complaints by motorists using the road will cause the Minister to change his
mind and revert to double bottom road trains only using the road.
One argument is that over time the use of larger vehicles will lower freight rates for
people living in the north of the State. Residents in the north of the State are convinced
there has been no reduction in freight rates. The owner-drivers who tow the triple rigs,
and the drivers who work for freight companies, do not receive any extra payment for
driving a three trailer rig instead of a two. There has been no flow-on of any decrease in
freight rates to people in remote areas. The only people to benefit from the use of larger
rigs are the large freight companies, which tend to benefit from the towing of a third
trailer.
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The subcontractors who put additional pressure on their trucks object strenuously when
they are told by the boss that if they do not tow the third nrailer, they Will not get a load
next week. People who have hire purchase commitments of $1 700 per week or more on
a prime mover rely on a cheque regularly each week - with most freight companies there
is a delay of about six weeks in payments - will know they will face great difficulties if
they are deprived of a load. Consequently, for economic reasons, they are forced to tow
the third trailer. It causes them trauma and concern because they must be very cautious
when driving. They can be confronted by a vehicle towing a caravan driven by an
inexperienced driver who hooks up the caravan once a year and travels through the north
west. When such drivers are confronted by a large vehicle travelling in the same
direction, or even in the opposite direction, it can be a dangerous situation. I hope that
the Minister will reverse his decision, take the triple bottom vehicles off the moad, and
upgrade the road before the triples are allowed north of Wubin.
Another matter of concern relates to the Shire of Shark Bay. I have been lobbied
strongly by at least half the residents of Shark Bay who presented a petition requesting
the Minister for Local Government to inquire into the operations of the Shark Bay Shire
Council.
About three months ago there was a confrontation between the shire clerk and some
councillors. Same people say that it had been brewing for some time, and that the
president and other members of the council had had it in for the shire clerk, and it was
only a matter of time before they found a reason to sack him. Eventually that occurred
when there was some conflict between the shire clerk and his assistant. The assistant
made a report which led to the shire council holding an extraordinary meeting and
sacking the shire clerk. However after advice from the WA Municipal Association, the
council reviewed the decision and stood him down with pay. Consequently, the Minister
for Local Government intervened and tried to sort out the situation by sending someone
from the Department of Local Government. They tried to find a solution which was
satisfactory to the shire council and to the shire clerk. At no time did the shire clerk feel
comfortable with the offer made to him, but the matter came to an end when he was
suspended without pay. ile was advised by his solicitor that if he wanted the matter dealt
with by an inquiry, it would probably take 12 months or so, during which time he would
find it difficult to obtain another job in local government elsewhere. He would also find
it difficult to manage for that period without his salary. He, therefore, decided to resign
and to accept an offer, the amount of which varies depending on the source. The
Minister advises that it was $38 000 plus entitlements for holiday pay and long service
leave.
People in that area who have been talking to Mick Oliver, the fanner shire clerk, tell me
the figure was in the region of $75 000, and included an amount to compensate him,
should he not be able to find another job in local government by 1 July next year. The
decision by the shire councillors has incensed the community and caused great divisions
in the local Liberal branch, because most of the councillors concerned are members of
the Liberal Party. Those people who object to the actions taken with regard to the shire
clerk are also members of the Liberal Party. They claim the decision was untoward,
there was a great deal of vindictiveness on the part of those involved, and the people are
left to carry the can. The shire has a rating base of little more than $100 000, and is now
required to pay $75 000 to recompense the shire clerk for a decision made by
councillors - barely half of them - which was, in the opinion of many of the residents of
Shark Bay, based on maliciousness. These people petitioned the Minister to look not just
at what happened to the shire clerk but also at what had been happening in the shire over
a period. They claimed that decisions had been made by people who had not declared an
interest. I do not know whether that is the case, and I am not close enough to the
situation to comment. I know most of the people involved, and the only way it can be
cleared up is by the Minister for Local Government announcing an inquiry into the
operation of the shire. The scope of that inquiry should be wider than the sacking of the
shire clerk, and should include the decisions of the council over the past couple of years.
In answer to a question I asked a week ago, the Minister advised that there has been
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conflict in the shire over a period and a high turnover in the number of shire clerks until
Mick Oliver arrived. That adds to the weight of the argument for an inquiry into the
operation of that shire. The people of that region deserve an inquiry, and they want to
know that everything within the shire council is above board. Unless that happens,
divisions will remain in the community and allegations will be thrown about. I do not
know whether there is any truth in those allegations and, at times, many people in Shark
Bay do not know either. The continuing flow of allegations from one side to the other
damages the reputations of everyone concerned, including councillors who put in many
hours of unpaid work. That work is not always appreciated by the community, which
sometimes tends to think badly of people in local government and does not recognise the
good work they do. I call on the Minister for Local Government to announce an inquiry
into the shire council, as he has in the past for the Shires of Jerrarnungup and
Boddington. The Minister seems to have a propensity to accede to the wishes of people
in the south west to hold inquiries into local authorities, but the response has not been the
same to requests from the people of Shark Bay and, perhaps, even Exmouth.
Representations have been made from more than half the ratepayers of Shark Bay, and
they deserve an inquiry into the operation of their shire.
MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [12.36 am]: I address my remarks this evening to one of
the most important resources in Western Australia; that is, the availability of water,
without which we could not have the society we live in or the standard of living we
currently enjoy. We are all await of how dry a continent Australia is. I had the pleasure
during the last school holidays to travel to the Pilbara and camp there. Given the lack of
rainfall, one soon becomes very much aware of the importance of water and the need to
carry it in order to survive in the environment. When camping in that area one must take
water and be careful in the use of it. Many of the residents of Perth are not familiar with
that situation, and it would probably be worthwhile for those who enjoy the comforts of
Perth to go into these areas occasionally in order to appreciate the benefit of turning on a
tap with beautiful, clear, running water.
When Captain Stirling first visited this area in 1827 he was most impressed. He returned
to England and made glowing reports about the potential to settle around the Swan River.
He said that it was an area that would be very productive to farm and it had a good
quality supply of water. He wrote glowing reports on the abundance of ground water.
When the colony was established in 1829, there was no difficulty obtaining water from
wells and springs. That was the source of water during the early years of the colony.
However, outbreaks of disease occurred because of the infiltration of various bacteria
from the sewage waste seeping into the drinking wells of Perth. Steps were taken to
remedy that, and it led to the establishment of the dams in the hills in the early 1890s.
We moved from that stage to the reticulation of water throughout Perth, which relied
predominantly on the hills storage dams. In the early pant of this century, it was accepted
that the hills storage dams would be the main water supply for Perth and they would be
augmented by the ground water. That situation changed in the 1970s when, for a range
of reasons, there was a shift hack to using a much greater volume of ground water which
was of good quality and easily obtainable. It is perhaps fortuitous, or good planning, that
the corridor plan meant the land over the Onangara and Jandakot mounds was nat heavily
urbanised. Those areas fell between the main corridors, and at the rime the urban
corridors did not extend any great distance from Perth and did not reach the areas over
those water mounds. It may have been fortuitous because at that stage, when the
Stephenson-Hepburn plan was laid down, the importance of that ground water resource
was not commonly accepted. Perhaps the planners had foresight in those early days and
recognised the great importance of preserving that groundwater resource. If they did, it
was not common knowledge that we would need to make much greater use of that
resource in the future. it is interesting that there has been a fair amount of media
coverage about areas south west of Perth where problems have been reported due to the
drinking water supply from local bores and wells being contaminated by seepage from
septic tanks. So 100 years later that is still a problem in some areas where there is not a
reticulated water supply. When areas such as Singleton and Golden Bay were
predominantly holiday areas, with only a small percentage of the population residing full
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time and there was not the density of urban development, the use of local bores did not
pose a great risk as a result of infiltration of various types of bacteria from septic tanks.
With increased urban development and expansion of the residential area, that form of
water supply is put at risk of septic sewerage infiltration. Those areas must be updated
with a reticulated scheme to overcome the problem. It shows clearly that we must be
careful to ensure we maintain the quality of the ground water. In those cases a part of the
aquifer which flows out to sea is involved and therefore there is perhaps not the loss of a
great resource. However, there is a cost in supplying alternative water supplies to those
dwellings.
I want to talk about how one assesses the value of water supplies. Without water we
could not have an urban society in Western Australia, so at that level an absolute value
must be placed on the water resource. If no other sources were available, the pnice one
might pay for water could be exorbitant. Without that water we could not have a modem
society and Perth could not have its current population of about 1.4 million in the vicinity
of the metropolitan area. We must acknowledge there is an absolute factor when it
comes to providing a water supply for a major city such as Perth.
In all cases of providing a commodity, whether an essential one like water or one of
lessecr importance, account must be taken of the forces controlling it in the marketplace.
A cost benefit analysis must be done of the best way to provide the water and the best
source of supply. When one does an analysis of where one can best provide the water at
the most efficient cost, one must add a factor for security. If we simply say that we can
move to another water source and forego the existing one, although at an additional cost
factor, and later we find the source we have moved to has become polluted or unusable,
we may end up being restricted with respect to water resources. So not just a straight
cost analysis is required; a prudential factor must be added to it to ensure we always have
a high quality water supply.
I enjoyed the opportunity to serve on the select committee which investigated matters of
metropolitan planning and water supply. Following publication of its report and the
publicity it received in the Press, some people contacted me to say the emphasis we
placed on maintaining the value of that water supply was correct. One of the people who
contacted me also forwarded some papers that had been done on evaluating the worth of
the resources in the Jandaicot and Cnangara water mounds. I will refer to a couple of
documents. One was an economic valuation of the resource cost of ground water and
alternative land use at Jandakot. This was produced by Paul Gerrans of the school of
economics and finance at Edith Cowan University in coordination with Jeff Pope, from
the school of economics and finance at Curtin University of Technology, and the
University of Western Australia. It is a discussion paper dated February 1992 and I refer
to part of the executive summary. It states -

This paper examines the economic justification for a development at Jandakot
that potentially threatens a groundwater resource known as the Jandakot mound.
The resource is currently sourced both privately and publicly and is overseen by
the Water Authority of Western Australia.
Though clearly not a 'free' resource, the true value of the water is not reflected in
current charges, if in fact there are any. This implies a considerable subsidy being
provided to water users as the resource is state owned, its ownership and control
is vested with the WAWA.
This paper applies water resource valuation methodologies to the resource at
Jandakot. Such estimated values do not appear to have been examined in any
context in the planning and decision making process.
Whilst not suggesting that an economic analysis should be the only basis for
allocation of the resource, it should be an integral part given the WAWA's charter
of providing water at "least cost" given *'social and environmental objectives".
Cost in this sense should reflect the true value of the resource acknowledging its
scarcity, or incorporating a scarcity rent.
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This study estimates a significant monetary value of $213 million for the landakot
groundwater resource. It is derived by valuing the current use of groundwater in
the area and by using estimation techniques found in the literature. Previous work
by U.S. economists Moncur and Pollock was found to be of particular relevance.
This estimate is considerably greater than the estimated value of $124 million for
1,200 residential dwellings in the area.

This report found that the water value would exceed the value of the land if it was used
for residential purposes. Another report sent to me by Paul Gerrans is titled, "An
economic valuation of the Jandakot Wetlands". This is a very technical and scientific
paper which tries to put some value on the ground water resource. It shows how
complicated the issue is. I will make some comments later about the studies that were
done for the select committee on this issue which indicated to us how complex a matter it
is and that it is not easy to come to a simple bottom line in making comparisons. A range
of variables must be taken into account and, depending on what value one places in
setting the variables, one can come up with different scenarios and a different set of
numbers; there is not one simple answer.
The executive summary of this paper will show that they allude to those difficulties. It
states -

A series of tests conducted on willingness to pay responses and reported
behaviour, attitude and demographic characteristics, supports the view that these
estimates are credible, significant and reliable. The policy maker must however
be aware that no absolute validation can be given to these estimates.

That shows the difficulty we have in coming to a simple number which will help one
make the decision whether to urbanise over a ground water mound on the basis of the
economics of the situation. The select committee looked at the question of the value of
the land if one preserves it as a ground water resource to provide a high quality water
source for the people of Perth. How do we weigh that up against the fact that if we allow
urbanisation to take place, we will have to eventually forgo that water resource and lose
it? Another position one can weigh up against that is if one maintains it as a water
resource, the houses will have to be built in another area further removed from the centre
of Perth. There will be additional costs in developing that area, whether in extending the
necessary infrastructure to the new suburbs, or the additional transport costs involved in
people living further out and perhaps having to work further away from home. That
particular costing was predominantly driven by the cost of transport. We had to weigh up
the cost of transport in putting people further out against the cost of forgoing the use of
the water resource if we had to find and make productive an alternative resource and
bring water a greater distance to the Perth metropolitan area.
The work available to the committee suggested similarly that there was a greater cost in
doing away with that water resource and allowing people to live closer to the central city
area and having to bring water ftom a greater distance than if the water resource were
preserved and urban development was required to move out to other areas. Although
those sorts of studies are difficult, my understanding is that the committee did not accept
that economic analysis as being the final word. The work that was able to be done
suggests that was the way to go; that a net economic loss would result if development
occurred over the Onangara or Jandakot water mounds.
The Jandakot mound is perhaps the more controversial because it supplies about only 4
per cent of the metropolitan water supply, whereas the Unangara mound produces a much
greater volume of considerable significance in providing our domestic water supply. An
additional problem exists at Jandakot of a large degree of private land ownership over
that mound-, therefore, to acquire and preserve that water resource, an immediate initial
up-front cost applies. The other information which became clear to me in working on
that committee is that there cannot be urbanisation over a ground water mound if we are
to secure that water resource indefinitely. Programs might be able to be put in place
which meant that the amount of pollution was reduced and the rate at which the level of
contamination built up was delayed, but eventually when urbanisation occurred over the
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unconfined aquifer on the Swan coastal plain, in the end a reduced quality water supply
would result.
It may be that that water supply can continue to be used because it can be mixed and a
cocktail can be formed with water of a higher quality. However, when we start to do that
we restrict the availability of that water supply. We have certainly found that to be the
case in areas such as Gwelup where some of the bores were closed down because
contamnination occurred in those areas covered by housing. Therefore, the volume of
water which is needed from that area cannot be supplied because water must be brought
in from another area and mixed with the water that is coming out of the area which can
continue to be used. It creates a difficulty in meeting the supply, and eventually the bore
field may have to be closed down and the resource forgone. That will result in a cost.
Another matter which arises is that perhaps we do not need such a high quality water
supply. It is my view, and was clearly the view of the committee, that the people of Perth
would not accept that decision. We have a high quality water supply and that should be
maintained. People will not countenance being driven to use bottled water, I know it is
something of a fad these days; that people feel there is some advantage in buying bottled
water. I have not seen any evidence that the quality of the water people purchase in
bottles is on avenage any better than what most people get through their taps. It seems to
have caught on as a bit of a fad; therefore, many people go to the additional cost of
providing their own water supply for drinking purposes. flat is a different matter from
suggesting that we should have a second grade water supply and require people to
purchase water for their drinking purposes.
The clear picture is that both the Onangara and Jandakot water mounds are a crucial
water supply to Perth, and we need to preserve them. Seventy per cent of the water used
in Perth is drawn from the underground water reservoirs. That figure of 70 per cent takes
into account not only the water drawn by the Water Authority of Western Australia, but
also the large quantity drawn from private bores for residential use and for commercial
and market garden use. In excess of 40 per cent of the Water Authority's water supply is
drawn from OUr underground water resources. We need to look at how we secure the
water that is available under Perth at Cnangara and Jandakot. Priority areas are set aside
for that ground water protection. Those priority areas have their boundaries drawn due to
existing ownership boundaries because they are largely cadastral. They have not been
based on any sound scientific investigation as to where the best supply is and how those
boundaries can be drawn to ensure that supply is maximised.
There is a need to look at reorganising those boundaries. In doing that, it must not be an
opportunity to reduce the area which comes under those priority ground water areas. The
whole process must be to ensure that the boundaries are the best and the most logical, and
that the maximum supply possible has been secured for as long as possible. We must
ensure that a large area of the Gnangara and Jandakot water mounds will be preserved in
perpetuity as a pristine water supply. Some areas which are priority 2 or priority 3 may
be areas where the life of that water resource is limited; that is, we know that at some
time in the future they are likely to become contaminated and, therefore, we will have to
forgo the use of that water. An example of that would be the developments taking place
on the coastal strip in the north west corridor. The water supply in that area in which
new urban development is occurring is pristine. It therefore makes economic sense for
the Water Authority to put local bore fields right where the residential developments will
go because they can provide water at a low cost. The cost of installing those bores, the
reticulation system, and the minimal amount of treatment required can be met at a low
cost. However, it is anticipated that, given the development that is taking place in that
area, that source will at some stage be contaminated. We will then have to look at
alternative sources.
It is a matter of using the resource while it is available. What I have addressed is the
need to ensure that we have security of the main resource into the future. To do that we
must establish and draw the boundaries as permanent so we do not continually have
people whittling away at the priority areas in order to provide areas for urban expansion,
and through that process undermining such an important water resource.
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A current planning policy lays down that there should be no net reduction in the priority
pround water areas; however, that policy is not being fulfilled. Two major amendments
are before dhe Parliament which will directly affect our priority ground water areas. The
effect of those amendments will be to reduce the area that is contained within those
priority areas and in the longer term reduce that water source for the use of the people of
Perth. Therefore, if we continue down that path we will find ourselves having to draw
that water from some further distance from Perth at an additional cost, and we run the
risk that in the future we will have great difficulty in meeting the total water demands for
Perth. We might then have to look to other resources which will add a great deal of cost
and a degree of insecurity to that water resource.
I will make specific comments on how those major amendments will jeopardise the
underground water resource that we currently enjoy. In the north east corridor the major
amendment will take close to 100 hectares out of Whiteman Park. Most of that is either a
priority I or priority 2 ground water area. Those areas will be taken out of the priority
area, which in the longer term will reduce the water supply available to Perth. In doing
that no additional areas will be added to the Onangara mound. That is in total
contravention of the current planning policy. The Minister must look at that carefully to
find additional land to add to the mound so we will nor reduce the total protection area to
the Gnangara mound underground water protection area. The same applies to the
development at Ellenbrook.
When the decision was made to urbanise Ellenbrook by a major amendment in the life of
the Labor Government there was to be a three way swap to provide additional parks and
recreational areas at the northern end of Ellenbrook. To allow that to happen there was to
be a swap with land on the south west corner of Ellenbrook;, that is, the south east corner
of the Gnangara pine plantation, which is part of the Onangara mound. That meant a
reduction in the priority area of the ground water. An area further up on the mound was
to be bought up and preserved.
There were still private land-holdings almost in the centre of the Onangara mound. This
provided an opportunity to ensure that Ellenbrook had the land that it needed, and
because the land would have a net value in swapping part of the land that would become
residential for a conservation area, it could be used to buy up additional land on the
Gnangara mound. I have heard nothing from the Minister for Planning, who is now in
the House, whether he will continue with that proposal. I hope the Minister will be
willing to make a statement on how that is progressing, otherwise we will have another
example of an area being taken out of a priority I ground water area and no attempt made
to replace it with an equal amount of land somewhere else.
A similar situation exists with the south west corridor amendment. Areas to the east of
the freeway will be zoned urban deferred, which at some time in the future will lead to
urban development. That will cut into a bore field and reduce the area available for water
production from the Jandakot mound. Again, there is no suggestion by the Minister to
move to ensure that we have no net reduction. I know that plans currently coming
forward for the Beeliar parklands are providing a range of areas that the Government will
be buying up. It may be possible to turn those areas from priority 2 to priority 1,
therefore giving greater surety to the water supply.
No policy has been stated by the Government to ensure that the boundaries ame drawn and
we have no net reduction in the priority area over the Jandakot mound. It is crucial that
the Government address the recommendations contained in the select committee report.
In taking those up, one hopes a key decision of the Government will be to define those
boundaries clearly, to state that those boundaries will be immutable and to ensure that we
do not have any further net reduction in the area available for such an important resource.
I appreciate the time to speak on this.
I will not take debate to the full time but it is such an important matter that even at this
hour it is worth making comment.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Ripper.
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TAXI BILL
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Assembly.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (No 1)
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and read notifying that, consistent with the ruling
given by the President that the Bill was in breach of section 46(6) of rhe Constitution
Acts Amendment Act 1899. the Council requested the Assembly to observe the
provisions of that Act particularly so far as they relate to Bills appropriating moneys for
the ordinary annual services of the Government, and undertook to further consider the
Bill in the form in which it was introduced and read a first time in the Council upon
receipt of such an assurance from the Assembly.

PLANNING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (No 2)
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without amendment.
House adjourned at) 1.07 am (Thursday)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - POLICIES REVIEW
84. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Have Department for Community Development policies been updated and
consolidated?

(2) Are the policies available to community legal/welfare groups?
(3) If not, why not?
(4) Are the up to date consolidated policies of the Department for Community

Development available now?
(5) If not, when will they be?
(6) Does the Government intend to charge legal/welfare community groups

for copies of the policies?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) All policies are being reviewed.
(2) No.
(3)-(6) Not applicable.
POLICE - VICTORIA PARK-CANNINGTON POLICE STATION, SITES

1038. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Police:
(1) Have any sites been considered for the new Victoria Park/Cannington

Police Station?
(2) If yes, which ones?
(3) Are the offices currently occupied by the City of Canning amongst those

being considered?
(4) If yes, have any discussions been held with the City of Canning about

their use as a regional police station?
(5) How are those discussions progressing?
Mr WIESE replied:
(1)-(5) Discussions took place to identify and acquire a suitable site for a new

regional police station. The City of Canning administration centre was
one of the options considered. Discussions are now progressing towards
finalising the purchase of a portion of vacant land of approximately 7 000
square metres on the corner of Albany Highway and Wharf Street,
Cannington.

STATUTORY AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, ADVISORY COMMITTEES,
GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES - LIST

1156. Mr GRAH-AM to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
Will the Minister provide a list of all statutory authorities, boards,
advisory committees and government instrumentalities in all portfolios
under his control?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

Education Department of Western Australia
Curtin University of Technology

Curtin University of Technology Council
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Edith Cowan University
Edith Cowan University Council

Murdoch University
Murdoch University Senate

The University of Western Australia
The University of Western Australia Senate

The Board of the Western Australian School of Mines
Muresk Institute of Agriculture Board
WA Academy of Performing Arts

Board of Management
Country High School Hostels Authority

Albany Residential College Board of Management
Esperance Residential Coliege Board of Management
Geraldton Residential College Board of Management
Goldfields Residential College Board of Management
Katanning Residential College Board of Management
Merredin Residential College Board of Management
Moora Residential College Board of Management
Narrogin Residential College Board of Management
Northam Residential College Board of Management

Western Australian Higher Education Council
Independent Assessment Group on Devolution in Education
Committee to Review Schooling in Rural Western Australia
Kalgoorlie University College Advisory Committee
Curriculum Review Committee
Education Policy and Coordination Bureau
Office of Non-government Education
Agricultural Education Schools and College Advisory Committee
Public Education Endowment Trust
WA School Sports Association
Non-government Schools Planning Committee
WA Office of Non-government Education Customer Service Council
Avenage Government School Recurrent Costs Review Reference
Committee

Secondary Education Authority
Tertiary Entrance Subject Committee

STATUTORY AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, ADVISORY COMMITTEES,
GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES - LIST

1157. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Employment
and Training:

Will the Minister provide a list of a statutory authorities, boards,
advisory committees and government instrumentalities in all portfolios
under his control?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Employment and Training has provided the following
reply -

Western Australian Departmient of Training
State Employment and Skills Development Authority

Skills Standards and Accreditation Board
Industry Employment and Training Councils:

Administration clerical and finance
Agriculture and pastoral
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Arts
Building and construction
Education and children's services
Electrical, electronics and informiation technology
Food
Forest industries
Furnishings
Health
Hospitality and tourism
Local government
Metals and engineering
Plastics, rubber and chemicals
Pninting
Public sector administration
Public transport
Retail, wholesale and associated services
Road transport
Social and community services
Textile clothing footwear and allied services

Building and Construction Industry Training Fund Board
Hairdressers' Registration Board
Karratha College
Hedland College
Kalgoorlie College
Pundulmurra. College
College of Customised Training
Great Southern Regional College Advisory Council
South West Regional College Council
Geraldton Regional College Council
Kimberley Regional College Advisory Council
C.Y. O'Connor College Council

STATUTORY AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, ADVISORY COMMITITEES,
GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES - LIST

1158. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and
Recreation:

Will the Minister provide a list of all statutory authorities, boards,
advisory committees and government instrumentalities in all portfolios
under his control?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Sport and Recreation has provided the following reply-
Ministry of Sport and Recreation
Recreation Camps and Reserves Board
WA Institute of Sport
WA Sports Centre Trust
WA Boxing Commission
WA Coaching Foundation
Women's Sport Foundation
Aboriginal Development Foundation for Sport and Recreation in Western
Australia

Artificial Surfing Reef Committee
Asian Sporting Relations Council
WA Recreation Council
WA Sports Council
Olympic 2000 Strategy Task Force
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GOVERNMENT REPORTS - COMMISSIONED BY DEPARTMENTS,
AGENCIES, STATUTORY AUTHORITIES

1254. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) What reports have been commissioned by departments, agencies and/or

statutory authorities under the Minister's control since the State election in
February 1993?

(2) Which reports are available to the public?
(3) What was the cost of each report?
(4) Who undertook each report?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following response -

(1)-(4) The information sought by the member is not readily available and
will cake some rime to research and collate. In view of the expense
associated with the identification of what are, in the main, public
reports, I am not prepared to instruct officers of the departments
and other agencies under my ministerial responsibility to provide
the requested information.

SCHOOLS - BELMAY, CLOVERDALE, WHITESIDE PRIMARY
Future Vote

1385. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
With regard to the future of Belinay, Cloverdale and Whiteside Primary
Schools, will parents at each school vote separately on the future of their
school or will there be only one combined vote?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

Parents at each school will vote separately. There will be no combined
vote. Only the parents of students attending a school proposed for closure
vote. At this stage, no proposals have been finalised.

SCHOOLS - CARLISLE, LATULAIN PRIMARY
Future Vote

1386. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
With regard to the future of Carlisle and Lathlain Primary Schools, will
parents at each school vote separately on the future of their school or will
there be only one combined vote?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

Parents at each school will vote separately. Them will be no combined
vote. Only the parents of students attending a school proposed for closure
vote. At this stage, no proposals have been finalised.

LEGAL CENTRES - REGIONAL COMMUNITY, FUNDING
1641. Mr BROWN to the Attorney General:

(I) Has the Government given any consideration to providing funds to enable
regional community legal centres to provide outreach services for
constituents in more remote localities?

(2) If so -
(a) when will such funds be provided;
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(b) under what conditions will such funds be made available;
(e) if not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No funds are available for this purpose from current budget allocations.

Any further consideration of such a proposal will have to occur within the
broader context of Ministry of Justice budgeting and in accordance with
the ministry's policies relating to the funding of non-government
programs.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS - COUNTRY ROADS
Heavy Haulage Squad, Disbandment

1708. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:
(1) There is a continued disproportion of fatal crashes within country regions

in comparison to metropolitan areas; what has the Minister done to
address this area?

(2) Why has the Minister agreed to allow the heavy haulage squad to be
disbanded and placed on general duties when they were performing an
important surveillance role on country roads?

Mr WIESE replied:
I have been advised by the Commissioner of Police as follows -

(1) As of 30 November 1994, country fatalities are six below
metropolitan fatalities. Country fatalities are presently 14 fewer in
comparison with the same time in 1993.

(2) The surveillance duties performed by police officers of the heavy
haulage section will continue to be carried out by police officers in
the woad traffic section of the Police Department. General duties
police officers will also continue to perform many traffic
surveillance duties in the normal course of their work. Police
officers from the heavy haulage section have been redeployed by
the Commissioner of Police to core policing duties.

WOMEN - APPOINTMENTS TO GOVERNMENT BOARDS AND
COMM=ITES
"Merit" Definition

1729. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Women's interests:
(1) Further to a series of questions on notice to each Minister about the

appointment of women to government boards and committees, can the
Minister explain what definitions of "merit" are used to make
appointments?

(2) Using the definition "merit" does the Government have a policy to appoint
women when a man and a woman are seen to have equal "merit"?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) With respect to appointments to boards and committees within my

portfolio the definition of merit is suitability for the position in question
taking into consideration statutory requirements, skills, knowledge and
experience.

(2) When two nominees are seen to have equal merit, the gender balance of
the board or committee would be used as a guideline in determining a
recommendation for appointment.
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RESERVES - LEDA; SLOANS
1744. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) What is the size of the area referred to as the Leda Reserve?
(2) What parcels of land form the Leda Reserve including -

(a) the area of each portion;
(b) its title;
(c) the current owner or vesting for each title?

(3) What is the area covered by Sloans Reserve in Leda?
(4) (a) What portion or portions of land currently constitute Sloans

Reserve;
(b) what is its current vesting?

(5) (a) If not already an A class reserve, is it intended to create an A class
reserve for S loans Reserve;

(b) if so -
(i) what action has been taken;
(ii) when is it expected that this process will be completed?

(6) (a) Will the remainder of the Leda Reserve be converted to an A class
reserve;

(b) if so, what action has been taken to achieve this end and when is
the process likely to be completed?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Lands has provided the following response -

(1) It is assumed that this question refers to the proposed Leda nature
reserve, which land comprises a total area of 438.5993 hectares.
[See paper No 659.1

(2) The proposed Leda nature reserve comprises all Crown owned
land. Executive Council papers are being prepared with the
intention that these be presented to the 20 December Executive
Council meeting to formally describe this area as reserve 33581
which will then comprise Kwinana Lot 332 (314.7432 ha) and Lot
339 (123.8561 ha). The reserve purpose will be "Conservation of
flora and fauna" with automatic vesting in the National Parks and
Nature Conservation Authority under section 7 of the CALM Act.
The reserve will be proclaimed as of class A.

(3) The area of land known as Sloans Reserve (reserve 25132)
contains 21.8406 ha.

(4) (a) Reserve 25132 comprises Cockbumn Location 1876.
(b) This reserve is currently vested in the Town of Kwinana for

the purse of "parkland and recreation".
(5) In 1991 the then Premier gave a commitment to review the

classification to class A following proposed amendments to the
metropolitan region scheme. These amendments were fin alised
earlier this year and the Department of Land Administration has
sought comment from the Department of Environmental
Protection, Town of Kwinana and Department of Planning and
Urban Development on the upgrade of the reserve classification.
Support to an A classification has been received to date from the
Department of Environmental Protection and the Town of
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Kwinana. I anticipate a recommendation shortly to upgrade
reserve 25132 to class A.

(6) See answer to question (2).
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS - RELOCATED TO ROCKINGHAM

ELECTORATE
1765. Mr M. BARNETT to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education;

Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:
(1) What action, since being elected, has the Minister or the Minister's

department taken to relocate any portion of his department to within the
electorate of Rockingham?

(2) If none, why?
Mr TUBBY replied:
(1) None.
(2) Existing Education Department facilities exist in the area. The

Rockingham campus of the South Metropolitan College of TAPE, the
focus for the delivery of vocational education and training in the region,
has been in existence since 1980.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS - RELOCATED TO ROCKINGHAM
ELECTIORATE

1773. Mr M. BARNETT to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services:
(1) What action, since being elected, has the Minister or the Minister's

department taken to relocate any portion of his department to within the
electorate of Rockingham?

(2) If none, why?
Mr WIESE replied:
(1)-(2) Police Department: The Commissioner of Police has advised that the

Police Department envisages the construction of a regional police
complex to be sited in the vicinity of the Rockingham city centre to
commence in the 1996-97 financial year. This complex will replace the
existing police facility situated on Smyth Street. This project will be the
subject of statewide prioritisation of capital works requirements.
Police Licensing and Services: The Director of Police Licensing and
Services has advised that no relocation has taken place since February
1993. Police Licensing and Services has a licensing centre and vehicle
inspection facility in Rockingham which has recently been refurbished at a
cost of $87 000.
Bush Fires Board: The Chief Executive of the Bush Fires Board has
advised that there are no plans for any Bush Fires Board office to be
located/relocated to the Rockingham electorate, as existing locations are
satisfactory and are meeting the needs of the Bush Fires Board and its
customers.
WA Fire Brigades Board: A permanently crewed fire station was opened
in Rockingham on 23 June 1994. The WA Fire Brigade volunteer brigade
wI be relocated to the Port Kennedy area which is to be constructed
during 1995.

TOWN PLANNING APPEAL COMMITTEE - DIRECTOR, APPOINTMENT
1872. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Has a Director been appointed for the Town Planning Appeal Committee?
(2) If so, who is the Director of the Town Planning Appeal Committee?
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(3) What are the qualifications and professional experience which
recommended this particular appointment?

(4) What is the period of contract under which this person has been
appointed?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Mr Gordon G. Smith.
(3) (a) Professional Associate of the Royal Instirution of Chartered

Surveyors (UK) and Fellow of the Royal Australian Planning
Institute.

(b) 38 years of planning experience (12 years in the UK; 25 years in
Western Australia) gained in local government, State Government
and private practice.

(4) One year.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - OPINION POLLS
1882. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines; Lands:

What opinion polls or surveys have been conducted or commissioned by
the Minister's departments or agencies since 1 January 1994?

Mr CiJ. BARNETIT replied:
The Minister for Mines; Lands has provided the following response -

Department of Minerals and Energy -

(1) Customer service survey for chemistry centre, regional geoscience
mapping and mineral tenure subprograms.

(2) Customer service opinion poll for customer service charter.
(3) TENGRAPH training evaluation survey.
(4) Explosives and dangerous goods division customer service

satisfaction survey.
(5) Surveys and mapping division client satisfaction survey.
Department of Land Administration -

in August of this year a customer survey was undertaken by the
Land Titles Division, Department of Land Administration to
obtain feedback from customers on their perception of the level
and quality of land title searching services provided by DOLA.
Since April 1994, a questionnaire has been distributed to
participants attending a series of 18 two-day surveying industry
"approved supplier" training workshops, to gain information on the

quality and level of services provided by DOLA to surveying
clients.

Western Australian Land Authority -

(1) Survey of key "stakeholders"' views for corporate planning
purposes.

(2) Market research to determine awareness and attitudes from
business people to the Joondalup city centre project.

(3) Qualitative and quantitative market research to determine attitudes
and level of demand from potential residents and small businesses
to the Joondalup city north mixed use project.
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(4) Survey of attitudes towards living on the Joondalup golf course
estate to assist in the marketing of a proposed golf course at
Alkimos.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - OPINION POLLS
1892. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Police: Emergency Services:

What opinion polls or surveys have been conducted or commissioned by
the Ministers departments or agencies since 1 January 1994?

Mr WIESE replied:
(a) The Commissioner of Police advises that two community surveys have

been conducted since January 1994. The first is an ongoing survey, which
is conducted each quarter and began in July 1993. It is designed to
establish the community's perceptions of crime and safety issues and the
effectiveness of police in solving and preventing crime. The second
survey is part of the Delta program and is designed on a customer focus
concept to enable the community to contribute to the level and quality of
service provided by the police.

(b) The Director of the Police Licensing and Services Branch advises that it
has commissioned two surveys in regard to customer focus. They are -

(i) Keystone Management Services were selected to conduct a
customer survey which commenced on 21 November 1994; and

(ii) Impact Communications public relations consultants were selected
to review customer service operations and facilities at the Warwick
licensing centre.

(c) The Western Australian Fire Brigades Board has advised that it conducted
an organisational climate survey of employees, volunteers and board
memberst views of the board's functions, performance and management.

CONTRACTS FOR SERVICES - MINISTERIAL, ISSUED BY ATITORNEY
GENERAL

1924. Mr BROWN to the Attorney General:
(1) Has the Attorney General issued any ministerial contracts for services?
(2) If so -

(a) when;
(b) to whom;
(c) at what cost?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

SCHOOLS - FIRST STEPS PROGRAM
1952. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) What progress has been made with respect to marketing the First Steps
professional development program in other Australian States and
Territories?

(2) In which locations in Australia, excluding Western Australia, has the
professional development program been sold?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) There has been contiderable success in marketing the First Steps
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program in Queensland, Northern Territory, South Australia and
with increasing interest from Victoria and New South Wales.

(2) In most Australian states.
SCHOOLS - FIRST STEPS PROGRAM

1953. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) What progress has been made with respect to the proposed location of

offices for the professional development arm of the First Steps program in
New Zealand and the United States of America?

(2) What costs have been incurred to date in establishing these offices?
(3) Have sales of the professional development program been made in

overseas locations?
(4) If so, which locations?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) The department is currently reviewing its position on the
marketing of First Steps in New Zealand and the United States of
America. It is not planned to open offices in either of those two
countries at this stage.

(2) None.
(3) Yes.
(4) Massachusetts - United States of America.

Palmerston-Hamilton-Auckland - New Zealand.
SCHOOLS - FIRST STEPS PROGRAM

1954. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
What is the approximace investment to date for -

(a) the development of the First Steps program;
(b) professional development of teachers in Western Australia?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(a) Circa $5m.
(b) The major costs of implementing the First Steps program were

associated with a variety of activities including: Payment of
salaries for central and district based staff, including collaborative
teachers; providing relief staff to enable teachers to attend
workshops and also providing time (through relief payments) to
enable schools to implement the First Steps program; provision of
materials; and travel costs and other contingencies. There has
been no budget line item allocated specifically to professional
development and it is not possible to separate out in a meaningful
way costs associated with professional development of classroom
teachers.

SCHOOLS - WEMBLEY DOWNS PRIMARY
A sbestos Roof

1955. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) What is the asbestos roof survey rating for the Wembley Downs Primary

School?
(2) What is the age of the asbestos roof at the school?
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Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) The various roofs are graded at deterioration levels of 3, 3. 3, 3.
and 4.

(2) The age of the various roofs range between 28 and 32 years.
SCHOOLS - ASBESTOS ROOFS

1956. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Which schools will have asbestos roofs replaced in the 1994-95 financial

year?
(2) What is the asbestos roof survey rating for each of these schools?
(3) What is the age of the asbestos roofs at each school?
(4) What is the current policy for replacement of asbestos roofs?
The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 660.]

POLICE DEPARTMENT - ROAD SURVIVAL KIT S
1964. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:

(1) How much did the "Road Survival Kits" put out this year in August by the
Traffic Board of Western Australia and the police traffic branch cost per
kit?

(2) How many kits were produced?
(3) Are there pians to produce any more kits in the next six months?
(4) If yes, how many and at what cost?
(5) What was the Government's main reason for producing and distributing

such kits?
Mr WIESE replied:

I am advised by the Commissioner of Police as follows -

(1) Road survival kits were not actually produced in kit form but are
made up from pamphlets and pamphlet holders produced for the
purpose. The holders were designed to be refilled with current or
updated items as pamphlet stocks were depleted due to public
demand. Total cost of introducing this road safety education
material was $74 666 which included all original artworks for a
variety of items, printing, manufacture of pamphlet holders,
stickers, freight and minor sundries.

(2) 250 holders and a total 100 000 pamphlets were produced.
(3) Yes.
(4) As these informative items ame proving so popular with the public a

further 60 holders will be produced at a cost of $1 746. The
pamphlets were designed to be updated as necessary, new ones
developed and replenished in accordance with public demand.
Due to the current rate of pamphlet usage stocks are being assessed
for further printing in the near future.

(5) This was a police road safety concept, approved and supported by
the Traffic Board of Western Australia as a prospectively
successful means by which to educate all road users, reiterate road
safety rules and enhance road safety knowledge. Funding is
provided from the road trauma trust fund.
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - LEARNING DISABILITIES AND LEARNING
DIFFCULTIES

1983. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Could the Minister explain how the Education Department arrived at the

definition of "a learning disability" and "learning difficulty"?
(2) Do these definitions conform to World Health Organisation criteria or do

they differ?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) The Education Department does not currently distinguish between
"learning disability' and 'learning difficulty". However, as pant of
the implementation of the Shean report's recommendations, policy
and guidelines are being prepared for the education of students
experiencing difficulties in learning in the areas of literacy and
numeracy. In developing the policy and guidelines, the learning
difficulties project team is attempting to determine a non-
categorical description of students who experience difficulties
which will be of most use for the educational programming for
these students. The project team is presenting preliminary
definitions to academic, professional and other groups with an
interest in order to receive comment on their applicability.

(2) The World Health Organisation's definitions of impairment,
disability and handicap will be considered by the project.

SCHOOLS - LEARNING DIFFICULTIES
Teacher Training

1986. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Are primary and high school teachers required to do any in depth study

into learning disabilities in their formal training to become a teacher?
(2) Is learning disabilities still an elective in teacher training in Western

Australia?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Initial teacher education courses in Western Australian public
universities include the study of learning disabilities as an integral
part of each course. However, this study is in-depth only as far as
is possible given the length of the course and resources available.

(2) See previous item. In-depth study of learning disabilities can be
undertaken in electives in some universities.

SCHOOLS - ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDER CHILDREN
1987. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) What specific support is being given to school teachers in handling
attention deficit children in the classroom situation?

(2) What management programs have been instituted to ensure ADD children
receive appropriate education to allow them to remain mainstream
students?

(3) Are there any inbuilt incentives within the teacher education program to
encourage teachers to seek further education or management and
education of ADD children and other identified learning difficulties and
disabilities?
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(4) Will there be any consideration given to guidelines for the management of
ADD children within the private education system?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply-
(1) School teachers may receive support from a number of sources.

These art: School psychology service; First Steps; learning
assistance program; Chidley Education Centre - country referrals;
Socio Psycho Educational Resource Centre - metropolitan
referrals; and school seeding grants from dhe Shean report
implementation program.

(2) The following management programs have been initiated -

The school psychology service provides expert professional
assistance for teachers in identifying the needs of attention deficit
disorder children and in providing support for counselling, parent-
teacher communication and modifications to the class environment
and teaching strategies;
the learning assistance program provides professional
development, support and guidelines for teachers on how to
modify their teaching styles to accommodate ADD children;
Chidley Education Centre provides a residential placement for
direct intervention with students from the country and also runs an
outreach program to support country students in their own schools;
and
socio psycho educational resource centres provide a similar service
for metropolitan students. Both Chidley and the SPER centres
utilise collaborative action plans as the basis for ensuring that
individual needs are identified and progress is monitored.

(3) The Education Department runs its own professional development
program in this area and encourages teachers to attend. However.
there are not specific extrinsic incentives provided to encourage
teachers to undertake further education studies.

(4) Non-government school system and individual non-government
schools are responsible for establishing their own policies,
guidelines and support structures for any ADD students attending
their schools. The non-government sector generally is considering
the implications for non-government schools of the Shean report
recommendations which relate to students with ADD and other
specific learning difficulties discussed in the report.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - PASTORAL CARE PROGRAMS
Torture and Trauma Services

1991. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) What programs does the Education Department have in pastoral care?
(2) What programs does the Education Department have in psychological and

counselling services which target and meet the special needs of pupils in
schools who have been subjected to "torture" and "trauma" situations
which existed in their country of origin?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Each school is responsible for the pastoral care of its students. The
Education Department appoints student service staff directly to
schools and to school districts to provide support for schools.
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Senior high schools have an additional staff allocation of 0.2 FTE
per 200 students to coordinate pastoral care activities. Schools
develop their own programs to provide pastoral care for students.
While these vary to suit the specific needs of the school
community they cover the following areas: Personal development;
life skills including decision making and coping with change;
transition (primary to secondary, secondary to tertiary/work);
counselling support for students with identified needs; and crisis
and trauma management.

(2) The Education Department currently employs 196.1 FTE
psychologists who are available to provide counselling or
assessment and referral to more specialised services for students.

MENTAL HEALTH - BURDEKIN REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS
School Clinical Psychologists; Remedial Education

1999. Dr GALLOP to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
What action is the Government taking in response to the following
Burdekin report recommendations -

(1) Education authorities and tertiary institutions should seek to
increase the number of school clinical psychologists in training
and increase the numbers appointed to schools;

(2) Education authorities should ensure that schools provide extra
support or remedial education to children who have mental,
emotional or behavioural problems themselves, or are known to
live in a dysfunctional or violent family?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) The Education Department currently employs 196.1 FTE school
psychologists which gives a ratio of approximately one
psychologist per 1 260 students. This represents the lowest ratio of
students to psychologists in Australia. The department has no
evidence to support the suggestion that clinical psychologists
should replace school psychologists.

(2) Extra support is provided to schools through the school psychology
service and other student support services for students who
demonstrate special needs. The above figures indicate the
Education Department commitment to this.

MENTAL HEALTH - BURDEKIN REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS
Juvenile Justice Agencies, Psychiatric Assessments

2000. Dr GALLOP to the Attorney General:
What action is the Government taking in response to the following
Burdekin report recommendations -

(a) Juvenile justice agencies should ensure that young people with
mental illness or severe emotional or behavioural disturbance who
are in detention receive specialist psychiatric assessment before
being brought before the courts; the psychiatrists' assessment
report must be provided to the magistrate or judge prior to
determining placement of the young person;

(b) Juvenile justice agencies should ensure that young people with a
mental illness who are already under detention in either the
juvenile justice system or the adult corrections system receive
appropriate psychiatric assessment, ongoing treatment and regular
psychiatric review?
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Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(a) This recommendation is supported in principle by the Juvenile Justice

Division although this is a mhatter- for determination by the court in each
instance. It will also be necessary to ensure that any proposed treatment
does not inadvertently or detrimentally interfere with the administration of
justice. The Young Offenders Bill has special provisions to ensure that
where the court has concerns about their mental or intellectual state,
juvenile offenders can be remanded for psychiatric report. The Bill also
ensures that mentally disturbed young offenders can be sent to an
approved hospital for assessment and treatment.

(b) A joint justice/health interdepartmental council has been established with
responsibility for the mnragement and delivering of health services to
offenders in prisons, community corrections, juvenile detention centres
and parole. The council is chaired jointly by the Director General of the
Ministry of Justice and the Commissioner of Health and reports to both
responsible Ministers. The first priority for the council is to undertake a
health needs analysis within the justice system. The council will
deternine policy for health care delivery, including mental health care,
within offender management settings within Western Australia.

CONTRACTS, GOVERNMENT - ADVERTISING OR PROMOTIONS
2012. Mrs ROBERTS to the Deputy Premier, Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) What advertising or promotions contracts have been awarded by agencies
within the Minister's portfolio areas since the Minister assumed
ministerial office for each of the portfolio areas?

(2) Which companies or persons were each of the advertising or promotions
contracts awarded to?

(3) What was the monetary consideration for each of the contracts?
Mr COWAN replied:
(1)-(3) I am not prepared to divert the considerable departmental resources which

would be required to provide this information- However, in the interests
of accountability, if the member has a specific query she should put it in
writing and I will have the matter addressed.

CONTRACTS, GOVERNMENT - ADVERTISING OR PROMOTIONS
2015. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines; Lands:

(1) What advertising or promotions contracts have been awarded by agencies
within the Minister's portfolio areas since the Minister assumed
ministerial office for each of the portfolio areas?

(2) Which companies or persons were each of the advertising or promotions
contracts awarded to?

(3) What was the monetary consideration for each of the contracts?
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:

The Minister for Mines: Lands has provided the following response -

(1)-(3) 1 am not prepared to divert the considerable departmental
resources which would be required to provide this information.
However, in the interests of accountability, if the member has a
specific query she should put it in writing and I will have the
matter addressed.
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CONTRACTS, GOVERNMENT - ADVERTISING OR PROMOTIONS
2019. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Racing

and Gaming:
(1) What advertising or promotions contracts have been awarded by agencies

within the Minister's portfolio areas since the Minister assumed
ministerial office for each of the portfolio areas?

(2) Which companies or persons were each of the advertising or promotions
contracts awarded to?

(3) What was the monetary consideration for each of the contracts?
Mr COURT replied:

The Minister for Finance; Racing and Gaming has provided the following
reply -

(1)-(3) I am not prepared to divert the considerable departmental
resources which would be required to provide this information.
However, in the interests of accountability, if the member has a
specific query she should put it in writing and I will have the
matter addressed.

CONTRACTS, GOVERNMENT - ADVERTISING OR PROMOTIONS
2025. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services:

(1) What advertising or promotions contracts have been awarded by agencies
within the Minister's portfolio areas since the Minister assumed
ministerial office for each of the portfolio areas?

(2) Which companies or persons were each of the advertising or promotions
contracts awarded to?

(3) What was the monetary consideration for each of the contracts?
Mr WIESE replied:
(1)-(3) To answer this question would require very substantial Police Department

resources and time. I am not prepared to divert the considerable
departmental resources which would be required to provide this
information. However, in the interests of accountability, if the member
has a specific query she should put it in writing and I will have the matter
addressed.

LAND TAX - ASSESSMENT NOTICES
2073. Mr McGINTY to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance:

(1) Would the Minister advise -
(a) the number of individual land tax payers who will receive a land

tax assessment notice in the financial year 1994-95;
(b) the number of individual land tax payers who received a land tax

assessment notice in the financial year 1993-94;
(c) the number of land tax assessment notices that will be issued for

the financial year 1994-95;
(d) the number of land tax assessment notices that were issued for the

financial year 1993-94;
(e) the number of individual land tax payers who will receive a land

tax assessment notice, in the financial year 1994-95 showing a
total land tax assessment 'payment demand figure' of + 2 per cent
or above the land tax assessment 'payment demand figure' that
was shown on their 1993-94 land tax assessment notice;
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(f) the number of land tax assessment notice 'payment demand
figures' in each $1 000 band for the financial year 1994-95 - that
is, the number under $1 000. the number between $1 000 and
$2 000; $2 000 and $3 000 etc;

(g) the number of land tax assessment notice 'payment demand
figures' in each $1 000 band for the financial year 1993-94 - that
is, the number under $1 000, the number between $1 000 and
$2 000; $2 000 and $3 000 etc?

(2) Is the Minister aware that some 1994-95 land tax assessment notice
'payment demand figures' have increased by at least 85 per cent over and
above the corresponding 1993-94 land tax assessment 'payment demand
figures'?

(3) If the Minister is aware of circumstances described in (2) above is he
concerned about the extent of such increases?

Mr COURT replied.
The Minister for Finance has provided the following reply -
(1) (a)-(b)j(e)-(g)

The information is not readily available.
(c) 139 000 - estimated.
(d) 132485.

(2) Yes.
(3) Any increase in tax is of concern but the fact is that the tax rates

have not increased since last year when the scale was reduced
deliberately to such an extent that collections were nearly $6m less
than for the previous year. Any increase this year is the direct
result of increases in the aggregate taxable value of a taxpayer's
land holdings, through either funther acquisitions or revaluation
since last year. An increase in the taxable values could also be
subject to a higher rate of tax in the scale. I must point out
however, that the impact of such increases, commonly referred to
as "bracket creep", is significantly less in dollar terms for most
properties than would have occurred under the previous tax scale.
In the current scale the maximum rate, although unchanged at 2
per cent, is reached at $lmn instead of $150 000. 'The exempt
threshold has also been doubled from $5 000 to $10 000.

POLICE - MOTOR VEHICLE INSPEC TIONS
Older Model Vehicle Checks

2079. Mrs HENDERSON to the Minister for Police:
(1) Will the Minister provide the details of the number of blitzes done per

month where older model vehicles are systematically stopped for
mechanical inspection by police?

(2) In which suburbs were such checks carried out during the past four
months?

Mr WIESE replied:
The Commissioner of Police has advised that -

(1) This information is not recorded. The police traffic branch as part
of its daily operations conducts random vehicle roadworthiness
inspections. Regular campaigns are also conducted; however, no
specific data is recorded of specific vehicle age or model inspected
as roadworthiness is an issue applicable to all model vehicles.
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(2) Vehicle inspection statistics are not recorded according to suburb.
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS - PERTH-TOODYAY ROAD

2084. Mr BROWN to dhe Minister for Police:
(1) How many traffic accidents occurred on the Perth-Taodyay Road in -

1991
1992
1993
1994 (January to October)?

(2) Since 1992 have police patrols on die Perth-Toodyay Road increased?
(3) If so, why?
Mr WIESE replied:

I have been advised by die Commissioner of Police that -
(1) Year Number of accidents

1991 26
1992 6
1993 10
1994 (to 30 June) 11
Note: Figures for 1994 are only available to 30 June.

(2) Yes.
(3) Police traffic patrols on die Perth-Toodyay Road have increased as

a result of the full implementation of coordinated highway patrols
and as a result of the increased traffic on the road due to land
development in die vicinity of this road.

CREDIT CARDS, GOVERNMENT - MINISTER AND MINISTER'S STAFF
2092. Dr GALLOP to the Attorney General; Minister for Women's Interests;

Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:
(1) Has the Minister been issued with a government credit cant?
(2) Has it been used by the Minister?
(3) Which of the Minister's staff have a government credit card?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1)-(2) Yes.
(3) Executive Director.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - MINISTERIAL
DIRECTIONS

2111. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Racing and
Gaming:
(1) What formal directions has the Minister given to departments or agencies

within the Minister's portfolio since February 1993?
(2) For each case, was Parliament advised?
Mir COURT replied:

The Minister for Finance; Racing and Gaming has provided the following
reply -

The member's question is unclear. However, where there is a statutory
obligation, details of direction by Ministers are tabled in Parliament within
specific time frames, and reported in the relevant agency's annual report.
I would refer the member to those sources for the information sought.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - MINISTERIAL
DIRECTIONS

2117. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services:
(1) What formal directions has the Minister given to departments or agencies

within the Minister's portfolio since February 1993?
(2) For each case, was Parliament advised?
Mr WIESE replied:

The member's question is unclear. However, where there is a statutory
obligation, details of direction by Ministers are tabled in Parliament within
specific time frames, and reported in the relevant agency's annual report.
I would refer the member to those sources for the information sought.

JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF - FREE-IILL HQLL1NGDALE AND PAGE,
CONTRACT

2120. Mr BROWN to the Attorney General:
(1) Prior to the Ministry of Justice engaging the law firm Freehill Uollingdale

and Page to provide industrial services relating to the recent prison
officers agreement, did the Ministry of Justice obtain -

(a) the hourly rate or hourly races that would be charged by the firm;
(b) the hourly rate or hourly rates that would be charged by other legal

practices for a similar service;
(c) a verbal quotation from Freehill I-ollingdale and Page and other

legal practices?
(2) If not, why not?
(3) Was the bill from Freehill Hollingdale and Page based on an hourly rate?
(4) If so, what was the hourly rate?
(5) What was the name of the legal practitioner/s who provided the legal

advice to the Ministry of Justice?
(6) Prior to engaging Freehill Hollingdale and Page, did the Ministry of

Justice estimate the likely total cost of obtaining such advice?
(7) Did the Ministry of Justice confer with the Attorney General on the

selection of an appropriate law firm prior to the selection of Freehill
Hollingdale and Page?

(8) Did the Attorney General -

(i) instruct;
(ii) suggest;
(iii) mention the name of Frech ill Hollingdale and Page to the Ministry

of Justice prior to the selection of the law firm Freeh ill Hollingdale
and Page?

(9) Did Freehill Hollingdale and Page su bm it one accoun t for $3 3 247.85?
(10) If not, how many accounts were submitted?
011) What was the date and the amount of each account submitted?
(12) Was one cheque for $33 247.85 paid to Freehill Hollingdale and Page?
(13) If not, what was the amount and date of each cheque paid to Freehill

Hollingdale and Page?
(14) Did the Ministry of Justice test the legal market to ensure that the price

paid for legal services presented value for money?
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Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1)-(2) Freehill. Hollingdale and Page were engaged as consultants to assist in the

preparation of the reform package for the prison operations directorate of
the Ministry of Justice. They were considered to be clearly the most
suitable supplier of this service in view'of the specific and extensive
industrial relations expertise relevant to the reform package, particularly
their knowledge and practical experience in the negotiation of
annualisation packages. The need to engage external consultants in this
process was a requirement of the public sector reform subcommittee to
ensure the package's objectivity. The rates charged by Freehill
1-ollingdale and Page are known to be in keeping with the accepted level
of charges applied by similarly qualified and experienced legal practices
across Perth.

(3) Yes.
(4)-(5) For commercial confidentiality reasons it is not considered appropriate to

supply this information.
(6) Freehill Hollingdale and Page were engaged on an "as required" basis.

This was expected to be a short term commitment. It was not presumed
that their services would be required after their initial advice had been
received. Separate decisions were made subsequently regarding further
advice as issues emerged from the negotiation process.

(7) Yes.

(8) (i)-(ii
No.

(iii) Yes; however, the decision to engage Freehill Hollingdale and
Page was made by the Ministry of Justice on the ground that they
were clearly the most suitable supplier of the service required.

(9) No.
(l0)-(Il1)

Account date Account amount
28.1.94 $1 835
25.2.94 $500
25.3 .94 59818.51
29.4.94 $7 502.39
27.5.94 $6575.25
30.6.94 $5 328.50
29.7.94 $1 173.05
26.8.94 $515.15

(12) No.
(13) Cheque date Cheque amount

15.4.94 $2335
30.5.94 $17 320.90
29.9.94 *$39 701.65
*$13 591.95 of this cheque represented payment related to the reform
package. The balance represented payment for services engaged by the
Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet.

(14) See (1)-(2).
SMITIH, WAYDE - TESTIMONIAL OF CHARACTER; POLICE INTERNAL

CHARGES
2125. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Police:

(1) With reference to the testimonial of character written by Mr Wayde Smith
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in 1986 and over which he faced police internal charges, was the
testimonial for a person with a criminal record?

(2) If so, for what crimes was the person convicted?
(3) Were the internal charges against Mr Smith dropped, and if so, why?
Mr WIESE replied:

I am advised by die Commissioner of Police as follows -

(1) Yes.
(2) A minor shop stealing offence in 1983.
(3) No. Mr Smith pleaded guilty to a charge under the Police Force

mpglations.
SMIrh, WAYDE - COMPANY FRAUD SQUAD MEMBER

2126. Mr MCGINTY to the Minister for Police:
Further to question on notice 1359 of 1993, at what time was Mr Wayde
Smith a member of the company fraud squad?

Mr WIESE replied:
Mr Wayde Smith was a member of the company fraud squad from
5 March 1990 until his resignation on 14 October 199 1.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - STAFF OR CONSULTANTS EMPLOYMENT
2155. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Further to question on notice 130 of 1993, what staff or consultants have
since been employed in the Minister's office and on what salaries, terms,
conditions and allowances?

(2) What staff or consultants are no longer employed in the Minister's office
and for what reason?

(3) What variations have occurred to salaries, terms, conditions and
allowances, if any?

Mr KIERATh replied:
(1) Public Servants:

Temporary officer Level I Vice substantive occupant on
12 months' leave without pay.

Parr time officer Level I New job sharing with previous
full time officer.

They are employed under the Public Service terms, conditions and
allowances.
Term of government:
Part time policy officer $52 345 pa
Media consultant $60 000 pa

(2) Public Servants:
Nil
Term of government:
Part time policy officer Transferred to the Office of State

Administration, Ministry of Premier and
Cabinet

(3) Public Servants:
Officer Level 1 Special allowance to Level 2
Officer Level 1 12 months' leave without pay.
Officer Level I Reduced to part time, now job

sharing.
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Term of government:
Chief policy adviser Renewal of contract:

-$64 596 pa salary
- $4 549 pa vehicle allowance
- $250 pa home phone/fax allowance

Part time research officer Level 2 reclassified to Level 4 policy officer.
MINISTERIAL OFFICES - STAFF OR CONSULTANTS EMPLOYMENT

2159. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
(1) Further to question on notice 464 of 1993 what staff or consultants have

since been employed in the Minister's office and on what salaries, terms,
conditions and allowances?

(2) What staff or consultants are no longer employed in the Minister's office
and for what reason?

(3) What variations have occurred to salaries, terms, conditions and
allowances, if any?

Mr KIERATh replied:
See reply to question No 2155.

CLEANING CONTRACTS - AWARDED BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
2174. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines; Lands-

(1) What cleaning contracts have been awarded by agencies within the
Minister's portfolio areas since the Minister assumed ministerial office for
each of the portfolio areas?

(2) Which companies or persons were each of the cleaning contracts awarded
to?

(3) What was the monetary consideration for each of the contracts?
Mr C.J. BARNETIT replied:

The Minister for Mines; Lands has provided the following reply -
Department of Minerals and Energy -

(1) Nil. Contracts for the cleaning of buildings occupied by the
Department of Minerals and Energy are arranged and let by the
Building Management Authority.

(2)-(3) Not applicable-
Department of Land Administration -

(1) (a) Cleaning of vacated premises.
(b) An initial cleaning of telephone handsets.
(c) Vehicle cleaning.
(d) DOLA's secondary storage facility.

(2) (a)-(b) Southern Cross Cleaning Service.
(c) Intework Incorporated.
(d) Southern Cross Cleaning Service.

(3) (a) $3 606.
(b) $305.50.
(c) $220 avenage per month.
(d) $60 per month.
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Western Australian Land Authority -

(1) None.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

CLEANING CONTRACTS - AWARDED BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
2176. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Educazion;

Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:,
(1) What cleaning contracts have been awarded by agencies within the

Minister's portfolio areas since the Minister assumed mniniswerial office for
each of the portfolio areas?

(2) Which companies or persons were each of the cleaning contats awarded
to?

(3) What was the monetary consideration for each of the contracts?
The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 661.1

CLEANING CONTRACTS - AWARDED BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
2178. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance; Racing

and Gaming:
(1) What cleaning contracts have been awarded by agencies within the

Minister's portfolio areas since the Minister assumed ministerial office for
each of the portfolio areas?

(2) Which companies or persons were each of the cleaning contracts awarded
to?

(3) What was the monetary consideration for each of the contracts?
The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 662.]

CLEANING CONTRACTS - AWARDED BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
2184. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services:

(1) What cleaning contracts have been awarded by agencies within the
Minister's portfolio areas since the Minister assumed ministerial office for
each of the portfolio areas?

(2) Which companies or persons were each of the cleaning contracts awarded
to?

(3) What was the monetary consideration for each of the contracts?
The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 663.)

CLEANING CONTRACTS - AWARDED BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
2185. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Planning;, Heritage:

(1) What cleaning contracts have been awarded by agencies within the
Minister's portfolio areas since the Minister assumed ministerial office for
each of the portfolio areas?

(2) Which companies or persons were each of the cleaning contracts awarded
to?

(3) What was the monetary consideration for each of the contracts?
Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) None.
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(2)-(3) Not applicable.
POLICE - ASIAN SQUAD

2198. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:
(1) Would the Minister advise when the Asian Squad commenced operation

and with how many staff?
(2) How many officers comprised the Asian Squad on I November 1994?
(3) Are they permanent members of the squad?
Mr WIESE replied:

I am advised by the Commissioner of Police as follows -

(1) February 1993.
(2) The number of officers delegated to specific areas is not disclosed

for operational reasons.
(3) The Asian Squad presently comprises a number of permanent and

seconded staff.
The member can be provided with more details, if required. by contacting
my ministerial office.

POLICE - ENEABBA STATION, CLOSURE
2199. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:

(1) Does the Minister concur with the closure of the police station at
Eneabba?

(2) Ifso, why?
(3) Does the Minister concur with Camamali Shire Council that the

community held grave concerns about how the latter would be affected by
the officers' absence?

(4) If so, what does he intend to do to allay their fears?
(5) If not, why not?
Mr WIESE replied:
(1) The decision to close the Eneabba Police Station and to build a new

station in Leeman to service the whole area is an operational decision
made by the Commissioner of Police.

(2) I have been advised by the Commissioner of Police that the police station
at Eneabba is a temporary building on loan from the State Emergency
Service and is substandard and unsuitable as a permanent police station.
Statistics show, and an increasing populace at Leeman indicates, that there
is a greater need for a facility at Leemnan.

(3) I understand that some sections of the Eneabba community do hold such
concerns.

(4)-(5) The Commissioner of Police assures me that the policing needs at
Eneabba will be met by frequent patrols from the Leeman station - only 38
km away - and the Eneabba Police Station will be opened twice weekly as
a police post to meet local needs. This equency can be increased if
necessary. Eneabba will also be patrolled from nearby police stations
such as Three Springs and Carnamah. This arrangement will make far
better use of police resources.

POLICE - BELMONT TOWN CLERK, LETTVER REGARDING HOOLIGANS
2205. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:

(1) On 27 October 1994 did the Town Clerk of the City of Belmont write to
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the Minister regarding hooligans who were terrifying ratepayers using the
Belmont Library and P.J Faulkner Park?

(2) If so, what measures were taken to address these concerns?
Mr WIESE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Commissioner of Police has advised that a close liaison has been

established between police and the City of Belmont rangers, and regular
patrols of the area are made by local police. This area of concern has also
been drawn to the attention of the recently formed independent patrol
group which provides rapid response to incidents, supports local police
where necessary and patrols identified trouble areas in the metropolitan
area.

FIRE BRIGADE - BUNBURY STATION
Additional Staff

2207. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Emergency Services:
Will the Minister advise when the Bunbury Fire Station can expect
additional staff to ensure that members on long service leave will be
replaced?

Mr WIESE replied:
I have been advised by the Western Australian Fire Brigades Board that -

The Western Australian Fire Brigades Roand has been
endeavouring to negotiate with the United Firefighters Union of
Western Australia for a long term solution to the exceptionally
high costs of providing reliefs at country stations. This includes
Bunbury where a member is on lung service leave.
Repeated attempts by the WAFBB to establish an agreed position
have been fruitless. Therefore, due to the lack of cooperation, the
WAFBB has been utilising firefighters on overtime during the
working day and utilising volunteers after office hours and on
weekends. This matter can be finalised once the United
Firefighters Union of Western Australia enters into meaningful
negotiations with the Western Australian Fire Brigades Board.

BUSH FIRE BRIGADES - BUSH BASED NOT TOWN BASED ADVICE
Dunsborough, Decision

2217. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Emergency Services:
(I) Has the Western Australian Volunteer Fire Brigades Association advised

the Minister (14 May 1994) that bush fire brigades should be placed
within bush areas and not become town placed and is against the decision
that Dunsborough in the South West has a co-located volunteer urban and
bush fire brigade?

(2) If so, would the Minister advise what decision has been taken in respect to
Dunsborough and why?

Mr WIESE replied:
(1) Yes. The Western Australian Volunteer Fire Brigades Association has

advised that it does not support co-location of Western Australian Fire
Brigades Board volunteer brigades with volunteer bush fire brigades.
However, co-location is a logical and efficient mechanism for providing
essential fire protection to an area which is cost effective to the
community, the local government authority and the fire services.
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(2) I have been actively encouraging the WAFBB, the Bush Fires Board of
WA and the State Emergency Service ro consider the use of tripartite
arrangements, joint emergency services buildings and co-location when
services, resources and new facilities are being considered in towns
throughout WA and, in particular, country areas.
Dunsborough is one of these areas where at present it is protected by bush
fire brigades. However, the town of Dunsborough has grown to the extent
where it requires the services of a WAFl volunteer brigade. Due to the
number of hobby farm developments in areas located in close proximity to
the town, the services of a bush fire brigade is also considered essential.
A co-located brigade will mean the fire protection needs of the entire
community will be met.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - REFURBISHMENT, RELOCATION OR UPGRADE
2230. Dr GALLOP to the Attorney General; Minister for Women's Interests;

Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:
(1) What refurbishment, relocation or upgrade has taken place in the

Minister's office since February 19947
(2) What was the cost of these improvements or changes?
(3) What is the breakdown of costs?
(4) What is the Minister's host agency?
(5) Did the host agency meet the costs?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) Provision of a lockable door in the reception area, modification of the

duress alarmn and provision of emergency exit signs.
(2) $3 363.59.
(3) Lockable door $1 378.00

Duress alarm $886.00
Exit signs $1 099.59

(4) Ministry of Justice.
(5) No.

POLICE - EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS
2295. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Police:

What was the total number of police employed each month between 1
January 1994 and 1 November 1994?

Mr WIIESE replied:
I have been advised by the Commissioner of Police as follows -

Number of police employed as at the first of each month -

January 1994 4 192
February 1994 4216
March 1994 4 209
April 1994 4 196
May 1994 4 193
June 1994 4212
July 1994 4217
August 1994 4230
September 1994 4 219
October 1994 4 203
November 1994 4 211.
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PERTH SCHOOL OF EVANGELISM - FUNDING APPLICATION4
2305. Mr BROWN to the Attorney General:

(1) Has the Perth School of Evangelism applied for or received funds to run
programs for young persons?

(2) What funds have been provided?
(3) What programs are the funds to be used for?
(4) What are the funding periods?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(4) Not applicable.

"BETTER CITIES" PROJECT - COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION
2307. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Is the Minister concerned that in a Better Cities project proper
communication and consultation takes place with all affected parties,
including existing private property owners who are affected by the
project?

(2) If yes, why was the rezoning bounded by Healy Road, Hurford, Stratton
and Caner Streets, Hamilton Hill (Amendment 81, District zoning scheme
No 2) approved, given that the highest densities (R40) were located next
to private residential, of which the owners stated their objections during
the period of public submissions?

(3) If no, what, according to the Minister, distinguishes a Better Cities
development project from any other development project?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The rezoning was approved following all normal consultation processes.

The member will be aware that when he was the Minister for Housing he
and the then Government agreed to endorse the Frdnan tie Area Strategy
for Better Cities funding, with a condition of funding requiring residential
intensification to an average of at least R40 in the areas of Hamilton Hill,
Hilton and Palmyra. The Fremantle strategy was agreed between the State
and the Commonwealth as a demonstration of residential intensification
which made more efficient use of land and upgraded derelict public
housing.

(3) Not applicable.

DRINKING WATER - CHEMICALS
2309. Mrs ROBERTS to the, Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What chemicals are added and in what proportion are they added to Perth
metropolitan drinking water?

(2) What chemicals are present and in what proportion are the chemicals
present in drinking water from household taps in the Perth metropolitan
area?

(3) Are there variations in the quality of drinking water across the Perth
metropolitan area?

(4) If there are variations in the quality of drinking water across the Perth
metropolitan area, why is this so?
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(5) Why is it that people report differences in the clarity and colour of
household drinking water between north metropolitan suburbs and south
metropolitan suburbs?

Mr OMODET replied:
(1) Chlorine is used in the disinfection of water and fluoride is used for dental

reasons. Dose rates are variable for chlorine depending on water quality
but is carried out in accordance with the 1987 Guidelines for Drinking
Water Quality in Australia. Dose rates for fluoride are 0.85 to lmglL.
Chemicals used in the treatment of pround water are -

aluminium sulphate;
lime;
caustic soda; and
polyelectrolyte.

Dose rates vary depending on the source water quality but final water
quality conforms with the 1987 Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality in
Australia.

(2) The following chemicals are monitored and are present in drinking water
from household taps in Perth. Avenage concentrations in mg/L are
quoted -

sodium
potassium
calcium
magnesium
hardness
chloride
sulphate
nitrate less than
colour
turbidity
fluoride
iron
manganese less than
aluminium
silica
carbon dioxide
bicarbonate
carbonate less than
total filterable solids
heavy metals

70
3.2
16
7
70 (as calcium carbonate)
125
21
1
3
0.7
0.75
0.075
0.002
0.06
8.5
3
39
0.6
300
below

All of the above comply with the
Water Quality in Australia.

guideline values.
1987 Guidelines for Drinking

(3) Yes.
(4) Metropolitan Perth is supplied from nine hills surface water storages, 12

independent artesian wells, and four ground water treatment plants each of
which is supplied from a number of wells. The water quality from most of
these sources varies to some extent seasonally and the different
combinations of sources in use to supply varying demands compound the
variation that occurs.

(5) There are minor differences in colour and clarity of water between
northern and southern suburbs due to the different sources used. Local
differences can also result if pipe sediments are stirred up resulting in dirty
water complaints.
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SCHOOLS - LEAVERS, NUMBERS
2311. Mrs HAIL.AHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) How many school leavers are there expected to be at the end of 1994?
(2) What steps has the Government taken to ensure that school leavers

wanting to continue their education are offered appropriate education or
training places?

(3) Has the Government established counselling hot-lines to advise school
leavers of their options and if not, why not?

(4) How many additional full time TAFE award course places will be offered
in 1995?

Mr TUBBY replied:
(1) The number of year 12 school leavens is estimated to be 16 599. The total

number of school leavers, including year 12s, is estimated to be 23 264.
(2) A comprehensive information and counselling advice strategy, CareerOne.

is to be implemented, to provide assistance to all candidates seeking
education and training places in 1995, including school leavers.

(3) Counselling centres at various locations throughout the State are to be
established.

(4) Approximately 800 new full time places will be offered across TAPE and
private providers in 1995.

TAPE - FEES; SCHOOL LEA VERS CONCESSION
2312. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) What is the 1995 technical and further education administration fee for

full time award courses?
(2) Will school leavers be exempted from paying the fee?
(3) If not, what is the projected revenue from 1994 school leavers enrolling in

full time TAPE award courses?
Mr TUBBY replied:

(1) There is no TAPE administration fee. The tuition charge is $0.80
per enrolled hour to a maximum of $272 per semester, with a
concession rate of $0.50 per enrolled hour to a maximum of $170
per semester applying for certain categories of students.

(2) No. School leavers are entitled to the concessional rate.
(3) $1700000.

MOTOR VEHICLES, GOVERNMENT - TYRES, SELECTION PROCESS
2313. Mrs I-ALLAHAN to the Minister for Services:

(1) On what basis are yres selected for Government vehicles?
(2) Do Australian-made tyres get priority in the selection process?
(3) What consideration is given to the quality of the tyre for particular tasks?
(4) (a) Is any special selection process considered for high pursuit

vehicles;
(b) if yes, what factors determine the selection?

Mr IERATH replied:
(1) The State Supply Commission has a whole-of-government contract (No

009A1993) for the supply of tyres and tubes for cars, trucks and general
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plant items. Agencies select their tyre requirements from this contract
according to their particular needs.

(2) No specific prioity is given to Australian-made tyres as the suppliers' full
product range is on contract. Any preference applied would be by
individual ordering officers. Agencies should aim to maximise Australian
content when purchasing goads and services, in accordance with the State
Supply Commission's "Buy Australian' policy.

(3) It is up to individual agencies to determine this requirement, and tyres
purchased should fit the purpose intended.

(4) (a)-(b) I am advised that the Police Department conducts tyre testing and
evaluation at Wanneroo raceway and various country locations on
aspects that include wear and tear, safety and kilometreage.

SCHOOLS - UPPER SECONDARY, RETENTION RATE
2314. Mrs HAL.LAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

What is the upper secondary school retention rate for each of the last five
years?

The answer was tabled.

[See paper No 664.]
SCHOOLS - LEAVERS

Education or Employment Destinations Survey
2315. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) Has any analysis or survey been undertaken on the education or
employment destinations of the cohort of school leavers for -
(i) 1992;
(hi) 1993?

(2) Has the number of education and tntining places provided by the State
Government been determined on the basis of anticipated destinations for
the 1994 cohort of school leavers?

(3) If so. what are the anticipated destinations?
Mr TUBBY replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) There is to be no targeted provision or quota of places in education and

training for school leavers. All places will be made available to applicants
on merit.

(3) Not applicable.
TAB - TOM PRICE, PUBTAB APPROVAL

2319. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Racing and Gaming:
(1) Has approval been given for the operations of a Pubtab in Torn Price?
(2) If so -

(a) For what reason was approval given;
(b) Who was consulted prior to approval being given;
(c) How is it envisaged that people who do not drink will be able to

place a bet in an alcohol free environment;
(d) How was the site of the Pubtab determined;
(e) How were the views of the other licensed outlets in the town

determined;
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(f) Did anyone from the TAB visit the town prior to the decision
being made?

Mr COWAN replied:
The Minister for Racing and Gaming has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) (a) To provide the residents of Tom Price with a betting

facility following the TAB's decision not to continue to
operate the Tom Price agency.

(b) As it was not financially viable for the TAB to continue to
operate an agency in Tom Price, the TAB conducted a
survey of the town.

(c) Patrons can avail themselves of the TAB's telephone
account betting service.

(d) Fmom the survey conducted by the TAB.
(e) The TAB considered all licensed premises, and in

evaluating the preferred candidate a number of issues were
considered including visibility, accessibility, space
requirements, trading hours, patronage, and the provision
of support facilities such as Sky Channel and teletext.

(f) Yes.
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - HEARSAY

2321. Mr GRAHAM to the Attorney General:
(1) What was the cost of production of the document "Hearsay - September

1994'?
(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
(6) By which company was the document printed?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) $2 393.
(2) "Hearsay" is the main Legal Aid publication which keeps people generally

informed of the services that Legal Aid provides and current
developments.

(3) $293.40.
(4) The judiciary, private lawyers, government departments listed in the Law

Almanac, women's refuges, grant-in-aid workers, community legal
centres, citizens' advice bureaus, financial counsellors, migrant services.
Department of Social Security, members of Parliament, interstate Legal
Aid Commissions.

(5)-(6) Supreme Print.
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - LEGAL EDUCATION RESOURCES

2322. Mr GRAHAM to the Attorney General:
(1) What was the cost of production of the document "Legal Education

Resources"?
(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
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(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
(6) By which company was the document printed?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1l)-(6) The publication "Legal Education Resources" is not known to either the

Ministry of Justice or the Legal Aid Commission.
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - PERSPECTIV

2325. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Services:
(1) What was the cost of production of the document "Perspective - October

1994 Vol 10 No 3"?
(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
(6) By which company was the document printed?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(1) $600.
(2) "Perspective" is produced to inform Building Management Authority

clients, employees, suppliers etc about BMA activities.
(3) $153.45.
(4) State Government agencies, employees, members of BMA's client

council, members of WA Parliament, media, consultants and members of
the National Public Works Council and the Construction Industry
Development Agency.

(5) Belmont.
(6) Crystal Prnt.

GOVERNMENT PURCHASING - REGIONAL PURCHASING, NEW POLICY
2332. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Services:

In what way/s. is the regional purchasing policy announced in September
1994 different from the previous policy?

Mr KIERATH replied:
The new policy includes a number of changes to policy provisions which
are intended to simplify the understanding and application of the policy.
The goods and services local purchasing discretion has been raised from
$2 000 to $5 000 and the price preference for goods and services used in
regional areas has been extended. In the past, a 10 per cent preference
applied to goods and services manufactured and used in regional areas.
Under the new policy, a price preference applies to all goods and services
sourced and used in regional areas, irrespective of where they have been
produced. North of the 26 degree parallel a J0 per cent price preference
applies whereas south of the 26 degree parallel a 5 per cent preference
applies to items sourced and used locally, with an additional 5 per cent
applying to those products which are also produced in the region. The
overall maximum preference has been increased from $10 000 to $20 000.
In the areas of housing and public buildings, the regional contractors'
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preference has been simplified to a straight 5 per cent preference, with the
previous sliding scale approach being dropped. The maximum preference
has also been increased from $18 500 to $20 000 in the housing area and
fronm $47 500 to $50 000 in the public buildings area.
In addition, on public building projects a 5 per cent preference is now
available for contractors outside a region who use materials and services
sourced within a region. The maximum is $20 000.
The most significant change is that accountable officers are now required
to implement procedures to ensure that all tenders are signed off to
indicate the regional purchasing policy has been applied and considered in
the evaluation process.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - FOI BULLETIN" ISSUE No 9
2334. Mr GRAHAM to the Attorney General:

(1) What was the cost of production of the document "FOI Bulletin" Issue No
9 -October 1994?

(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
(6) By which company was the document printed?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) $897.
(2)-(4)

I refer the member to my response to question 942 of 1994.
(5)-(6)

State Print.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - COMMITMENT TO SERVICE
2335. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Services:

(1) What was the cost of production of the document "Commitment to
Service?

(2) What was the purpose of producing the document?
(3) What was the cost of distribution of the document?
(4) To whom were the copies distributed?
(5) Where was the document printed?
(6) By which company was the document printed?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(1) $615.
(2) The Building Management Authority is a client focused organisation and

commitment to service is our client charter which commits us to specific
service standards.

(3) $141.40.
(4) State Government agencies, BMA employees, members of the BMA's

client council, members of Parliament, building occupiers who responded
to the BMA corporate client survey. It has also been distributed at
customer focus seminars.
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(5) Belmont.
(6) Crystal Print.

POLICE - WOMEN OFFICERS
Retirements Due to Pregnancy

2353. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:
How many female police officers have retired from the Police Department
in the past 10 years as a result of pregnancy?

Mr WIESE replied:
I have been advised by the Commissioner of Police that computer records
maintained by the Police Department since August 1989 indicate that
eight police officers and one police aide have cited pregnancy as a reason
for resignation. Records for the previous five years do not include the
reasons for resignation. However, as there is no mandatory requirement to
provide reasons for resigning, the figure of eight may not accurately
reflect the number who left for this reason.

POLICE --OFFICRS
Numbers; Women; Resignations or Retirements

2358. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Police:
(1) How many women police officers are there in the Western Australia

Police Force?
(2) What is the total number of police officers int the force?
(3) For each of the last five years, what percentage of police officers were

women?
(4) For each of the last five years -

(i) how many men were recruited to the force;
(ii) how many women were recruited to the force?

(5) For each of the last five years -

(i) how many men resigned or retired from the force;
(ii) how many women resigned or retired from the force?

Mr WIESE replied:
I have been advised by the Commissioner of Police that as at I December
1994-
(1) 400.
(2) 4 194.
(3) 1990 9.19%

1991 9.32%
1992 9.38%
1993 9.44%
1994 9.54%

(4) (i) Recruitment - Men
1990 296
1991 164
1992 33
1993 156
1994 118
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(ii) Recruitment - Women
1990 44
1991 23
1992 9
1993 21
1994 22

(5) (i) Resigned/retired - Men
1990 105
1991 82
1992 79
1993 88
1994 128

(ii) Resigned/retired - Women
1990 16
1991 5
1992 8
1993 '7
1994 15

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, DEPARTMENT OF-
REQUESTS FOR INSPECTORS TO A'FrEND WORK SITES TO RESOLVE ISSUES

2360. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Labour Relations:
How many times have Department of Occupational Health, Safety and
Welfare inspectors been requested to attend a work site to resolve an issue
only to be told that the workers have gone home in -
(a) 1990-91
(b) 1991-92
(c) 1992-93
(d) 1993-94?

Mr KIERATH replied:
(a)-(d)

The Department of Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare records the
number of requests for inspectors to attend workplaces to resolve issues.
Instances where workers have gone home are not recorded.

ELECTORAL COMMISSION - CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS, UNDER
AMENDED OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SAFETY AND WELFARE ACT S30(5)

2361. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Labour Relations:
(1) What arrangements have been made or will be made by the Electoral

Commission for the conduct of elections under section 30(5) of the
amended Occupational Health Safety and Welfare Act?

(2) How many more staff will be required?
(3) On what level will these staff be employed?
(4) At what cost?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(1)-(4)

T'hese matters are yet to be finalised.
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MEDIA SERVICES - GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS
South West Development Commission and Peel Development Commission Areas

2379. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Minister for Labour Relations; Works; Services;
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
(I) How much has his ministry and each of his agencies spent on media

services by way of payments to private organisations in the areas covered
by -

(a) the South West Development Commission;
(b) the Peel Development Commission;
in the year 30 June 1993 to 30 June 1994 including all moneys paid for -

(1) the services of journalists;
00i the services of persons to organise and promote itineraries

for Ministers;
(iii) public relations;
(iv) compiling and setting up any pamphlets or information

brochures;
(v) the promoting of these items;
(vi) the distribution of these items;
(vii) the raking of photographs and videos;
(viii) the production of videos;
(ix) the hiring of vehicles, helicopters and other aircraft for this

purpose?
(2) What was the total cost of each such item and what agency was

responsible for its production?
(3) What was the daze of each such segment and who was the payment made

to?
Mr KIERATH replied:

Ministerial Office -

(1) (ii) $103.60.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) 11 April 1994, for services provided by Anthony Blee Media.
Department of Productivity and Labour Relations -

(0)-(3) Photographs taken for the "Workplace Focus" publication.
Payment of $560 was made to Lloyd Smith Photographics in
Bunbury on 29 June 1994.

WorkCover WA -

A statewide advertising campaign was conducted on the
legislative amendments to the Workers' Compensation and
Rehabilitation Act from December 1993 to March 1994.
As part of this campaign, all regional areas were targeted
via television and newspaper advertisements, including
those covered by the South West Development
Commission and the Peel Development Commission.

(2) GWN Television and the South West Times and Southern Gazette
newspapers were utilised in the campaign in the regions in
question. However, the individual cost of these advertisements
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represented a minuscule part of the total program. The cost of
extracting this data is not justified.

(3) See above.
Department of State Services -

(1) (a)&(v) $418
(2)-(3) Nil.

ENTERTAINMENT - SOUTH WEST, GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE
2406. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Minister for Labour Relations; Works; Services;

Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
H-ow much has been spent by -
(a) his ministerial office;
(b) any agency for which he is responsible;
(c) him from any ministerial or like allowance -

in entertaining or feeding any guests or other people in the south west
whether by way of promoting the agency or any of its activities including
but not limited to support of luncheons and dinners hosted by other bodies
such as the Chambers of Commerce in the calendar year 1993-94?

Mr KIERATH replied:
(a) Ministerial Office - $256.
(b) Department of Productivity and Labour Relations - $216.50.

Department of State Services - $450.
(c) See (a) above.

MULTICULTURAL AND ETHNIC AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO - GOVERNMENT
BOARDS OR AUTHORITIES

2417. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
(1) Which government boards or authorities operate within the multicultural

and ethnic affairs portfolio area?
(2) Who are the members of each of those boards or authorities?
(3) How are those members appointed?
(4) When were each of those members appointed?
(5) When will each of those members' terms expire?
(6) What remuneration, if any, is paid to each of those members?
(7) When do each of the boards or authorities meet?
(8) On how many occasions did each of those boards or authorities meet

during 1994?
(9) Are there any proposals to disband any of those boards or authorities?
(10) Are there any proposals to establish new boards or committees?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(1) No government boards or authorities operate within the multicultural and

ethnic affairs portfolio area.
(2)-(9)

Not applicable.
(10) No.
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STATE SUPPLY COMMISSION ACT - BREACHES OF SECTION 17(1)
Scott Four Colour Print, Minister for Local Government Contract

2508. Mr MARLBOROUGH to the Minister for Services:
(1) What action did the State Supply Commission take over breaches of

section 17(1) of the State Supply Commission Act in relation to the failure
of the Minister for Local Government and his officers to obtain the
required three quotes prior to letting a printing contract to Scott Four
Colour Print in 1993?

(2) Has the Stare Supply Commission referred the matter to police for action
under section 173 or section 177 of the Criminal Code?

(3) If no action has been taken, why not?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(1) The State Supply Commission rook no action in relation to this matter as

the Minister for Local Government made a commitment to this House on
9 December 1993 that the commission's supply policies would be adhered
to in future. Further, the State Supply Commission Act contains no
specific provisions for non-compliance with the State Supply Commission
Act or supply policies. An amendment Bill is currently before the House
which will provide for regulations to be prescribed allowing for measures
to be undertaken to ensure that public authorities comply with supply
policies.

(2) No.
(3) See (1) above.

MULTICULTURAL INTERESTS, OFFICE OF - NEW INITIATIVES
2513. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:

(1) What new initiatives did the Office of Multicultural Interests implement
in -

(a) 1994;
(b) 1993?

(2) What new initiatives, if any, arc planned at this stage for 1995?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(1)-(2) The Office of Multicultural Interests is funded to carry out initiatives

under its program outlined in the stare Budget papers. Reference to the
"Major Achievements" and "Major Planned Achievements" in the
Program Statements for the years in question illustrates a range of
priorities given to the initiatives for which OMI received its budget
allocation.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES - CONCESSIONS FOR NON-PENSIONER
RETIREES

Local Government Act Amendment
2518. Mr MARLBOROUGH to the Minister for Local Government:

(1) Is it proposed to amend the Local Government Act 1960 to provide for
non- pensioner retirees to get concessions in local government rates?

(2) Is it proposed that there will be provisions in the new Local Government
Act to ensure that non-pensioner retirees will be able to get concessions in
local government rates?

(3) If yes to either of the above two questions, what are the proposals?
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(4) Would such proposals commit local governments to providing
concessions or would such proposals make it optional for local
government to provide concessions?

Mr OMODE! replied:
(1)-(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) Under the proposals for the new Local Government Act, local

governments will be able to offer rating concessions to aged persons and
persons suffering financial hardship. This may extend to aged persons not
in receipt of rebates or deferments under the Rates and Charges (Rebates
and Deferments) Act 1992.

SCHOOLS - EDUCATION SUPPORT SCHOOLS AND CENTRES
Cloverdale Education Support Centre

2528. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is the Cloverdale Education Support Unit to be restructured in 1995?
(2) Will the proposed restructuring result in decreased services for children

enrolled at the support unit?
(3) Will the proposed restructuring result in decreased services for children

enrolled at Cloverdale Primary School?
(4) What, if any, alternatives will be made available for local children with

learning problems requiring remedial assistance?
Mr TUBBY replied:

Thte Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
(2)-(3) Not applicable. See (1).
(4) There is no requirement to make any alternative arrangements for

students with disabilities in the Perth South district, as services will
be maintained at the same level as for 1994.

SCHOOLS - EDUCATION SUPPORT SCHOOLS AND CENTRES
Cloverdale Education Support Centre

2529. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) How many staff are currently employed at the Cloverdale Education

Support Unit?
(2) How many staff is it proposed to employ at the Cloverdale Education

Support Unit in 1995?
MT TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) There are 3.65 FrE teachers at the Cloverdale Education Support
Centre this year.

(2) There will be 3.65 FTE teachers at the Cloverdale Education
Support Centre in 1995.

HOMOSEXUALS - ANTI-GAY LAWS, ATI ORNEY GENERAL'S REPORT
2533. Ms WARNOCK to the Attorney General:

(1) With reference to the Attorney General's report to the Senate Standing
Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs in which she suggests that
people who do not like the Western Australian (anti-gay) laws can leave
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the State, is the Attorney General aware that this comment has been a
source of great hurt and anger to the WA gay community, their parents
and their families?

(2) Will the Attorney General publicly apologise to these Western Australians
for suggesting that they should leave their homes and their families?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

People can always, if they wish, leave Western Australia. flat is one of
the virtues of a federal constitutional system. The submission to the
Senate standing committee clearly indicated that laws in the various
Australian jurisdictions differ and people can move between States as and
when they desire to do so.

HOMOSEXUALS - DISCRIMINATION LAWS
2542. Ms WARNOCK to the Attorney General:

(1) Does the Attorney General accept the principle that all citizens should be
equal before the law?

(2) If so, why does the Attorney General favour laws which discriminate
against homosexual males aged between 18 and 21?

(3) If the Government has abrogated its responsibility to act over the Slic
Chix restaurant by leaving it to local authorities to make moral judgments,
why then is the Attorney General insisting that it is her responsibility to
make moral judgments about homosexual men?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Section 322A of the WA Criminal Code - which was enacted by the WA

Parliament in 1992 - recognises that principle within the context of sexual
offence provisions which contain criteria based predominantly on age as,
for example, illustrated by sections 320, 321, 321A and 322.

(3) The State Government has not abrogated its responsibilities. In our
democratic system of government - as the Local Government Act
recognises - local authorities should have the ability to male decisions
concerning their communities. As indicated in (2), the judgment
regarding section 322A was made by the WA Parliament in 1992.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

MINISTERIAL TRAVEL - MINISTER FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
United States, Canada, United Kingdom and Holland Trip

668. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Community Development:
I refer to the Minister's 18 day visit in June and July to the United
Kingdom, Canada, the United States and Holland, and ask -

(1) How does the Minister explain the fact that the trip cost his
department $14 317 on the basis that it was a portfolio related
visit, yet he also claimed $12 400 from his imprest account
because he was researching "algae problems" while on the trip?

(2) How does the Minister explain that he and his entourage of two
people spent more than $57 000 - or about $3 100 a day - during an
18 day visit, and will he table a full breakdown of costs, including
faxes and expenses, so this spending can be properly scrutinised?
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(3) What was the outcome of the Minister's algae research?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1)-(3) The visit to the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom and Holland

was specifically for ministerial purposes;, that is, to look at issues related
to youth, child protection, family mediation and support, solvent abuse
and, to a lesser extent, some of the issues surrounding prostitution and
drug abuse. The visit moved through a number of States in the United
States and Canada. A large component of the cost was for air fares. In
particular, the $12 400 from my imprest account covered my wife's air
fares, and the cost of travelling to Delaware on the east coast of the United
States where I looked at a sand bypass operation which is very pertinent to
my electorate in Mandurab.
During that visit I looked at the process being used at the mouth of the
Indian River, and also at the value of the project recommended by Per
Brun, an expert who came to Western Australia, at the Government's
invitation, to look at the Dawesville Cut and the Mandurah entrance
problems, together with a number of other inlet problems around Western
Australia. It also covered my fares and accommodation to Vicksburg in
Mississippi, where I visited the waterways experimental station. This
station is one of the centres of excellence and expertise in the world. It
not only covers a range of expertise to do with sand control, but also looks
at environmental control and the health of waterways. In particular, it
allowed me to meet with people who are highly qualified in the area of
controlling nutrient and sand/silt build up problems which occur within
the mouths of estuaries and harbours. Not only did the visit to Delaware
and Vicksburg enable me to become clearly informed as to what was
happening in those parts of the world which are seen to be leaders in
controlling nutrient input as well as literal sand drifts, it also enabled me
to provide the Minister for Transport with my views on the merits of sand
bypassing.
I like to think that my visit and my discussions with the Minister enabled
the Minister to then put into perspective the need for a sand bypass unit at
Dawesville Cut as well as the Mandurah entrance. I am happy that the
Minister and the Government are putting in place a five year performance
contract that will not only provide for sand to be bypassed at both of those
entrances, but will also ensure it happens over a five year period. I hope
that will be the foundation not only to build future performance contracts,
but also to look at the benefits of sand bypass which have dogged that area
for a number of years.

Mr Blaikie: Will this have the ability to save the State some money?
Mr NICHOLLS: It has the ability to save our community from a major problem.

The people in Mandurah who rely heavily on tourism have the potential
not only to build a stronger industry which will create jobs in the local
area, but also to deal with the major problems that have affected our
community for many years which the Labor Party talked about solving,
and which we have done something about - although I concede that the
Labor Party was involved in making the decision to construct the
Dawesville Cut in the first place. The sand bypass component is very
important.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr NICHOLLS: When members apposite question the spending of imprest, I do

not have a problem with looking at its benefits. 1 just hope that they are as
open and frank about their imprest account as I have been about mine.
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WORKERS' COMPENSATION - INJURIES, MEDICAL DISPUTES
669. Dr flAMES to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Will the Minister give details of the success of the medical panels in
resolving medical disputes for workers' compensation injuries?

(2) Is the practice by some insurance companies of sending injured workers to
doctors who do only insurance work, and invariably pmovide adverse
reports, still as rife as under the old system supported by the Labor Party?

Mr KIERAT- replied:
(1)-(2) I thank the member for Dianella for his question, specifically because, as

most of us know, he is a medical practitioner. I sought the figures from
the Conciliation and Review Directorate, and they indicate the
achievements. Until August 1994, of the 37 matters referred to the panel,
29, or 78 per cent, were settled promptly. The expediting of these cases
caused less hold up for workers, less stress and, more importantly, less
expense. Therefore, I can assure the member for Dianella that the system
is working extremely well. Under the old system, insurance companies
had the right to have a worker examined by a doctor, provided they paid
for it, and equally injured workers had the right to consult their doctor. To
that extent, nothing has changed. I remind members opposite of an
example which I gave in this House, which occurred under the system
which they defend, where a person spent four years, had 57 medical
reports and went to 12 different doctors. Under the new system, that
matter was resolved within two months. That indicates the success of the
new system. We have in effect terminated doctor shopping because as
soon as there is a conflict of opinion, the matter goes to conciliation
review, which sends it to a medical panel which is the independent umpire
and makes a decision about whether there is an injury, the extent of that
injury, and other matters. The Opposition defends the system that led to
doctor shopping and that caused traumna and stress to injured workers. We
are proud of the changes that we have made. We are particularly proud
that we have brought to an end the devious and disgusting practice of
doctor shopping.

Mrs Hallahan: You are disgusting.

The SPEAKER: Member for Arniadale, order!

WATTS, CAROL - HOMESWEST CONTRACT

670. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Housing:

I refer to the Minister's highly implausible explanation for the absence of
former government advisor Carol Watts on holiday at a time when she
was collecting consultancy fees from I-omneswest, and ask -

(1) If Ms Watts was on official business in South Africa and the
United Kingdom, as the Minister suggested, why were her fares
and accommodation not paid for by the Government?

(2) If it was an official visit, who authorised it, and when was it
authorised?

(3) If the Minister has nothing to hide, will he table the authorisation,
Ms Watts' itinerary and the report of her trip by the end of
business today?

Mr PRINCE replied:

I thank the member for the question. The member and the House will, no
doubt, appreciate that I was not the Minister at the time, so the answer that
I gave yesterday was based on advice that I received from Homeswest
about this matter.
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(1) I am advised that the trip to South Africa was on official business
and looked at, as I7 think I said yesterday, matters in relation to
tourism and sport and recreation. The trip to the United Kingdom
was related to the ministerial responsibilities of the then Minister
for Housing and Sport and Recreation. I am advised that Ms Watts
paid her own fares and accommodation and that she continued to
be paid her consultancy fees while overseas. I cannot answer the
question about why were her fares and accommodation not paid
for by the Government, but I will make inquiries to see whether I
can find out.

(2) I do not have advice with respect to who authorised the visit and
when, but I will again make inquiries to see whether that
information can be supplied.

(3) Whether anything can be tabled today will depend upon how
quickly I can get a response from my agency, and I will
communicate with the member later if I am able to find out the
informnation today.

EXTINCT ANIMALS - REDISCOVERY
671. Mr MARSHALL to the Minister for the Environment:

Can the Minister confirm that an animal previously thought extinct has
been rediscovered in Western Australia? What implications does this
have for conservation and land management in this Stare?

Mr MINSON replied:
Itris with great pleasure that I announce to the House today that an animal
that was thought to be extinct for 10 years has been found in Two Peoples
Bay. University student researchers Elizabeth Sinclair and Adrian Wayne
were searching for quokkas in the area. They trapped some animals that
they could not identify, and rook them to the Department of Conservation
and Land Management for identification. They have been identified
positively as Gilbert's porteroos, which have not been seen in Western
Australia since 1869.
It is interesting that relatively recently the noisy scrub bird, also thought to
be extinct, was found in Two Peoples Bay nature area after 72 years.
Defoxing has been carried out in that area as part of the management
program. It is interesting to note that some of the smaller animals are
increasing in numbers. I have two photographs. The first is of a Gilbert's
potreroo and, so there is no mistake, this is a photograph of one of the
students holding a Gilbert's potteroo.
I would like to table those photographs for the rest of the day. It is a very
interesting find which backs up the work that CALM is doing. The
implication of this find is that the challenge is before CALM to make sure
a program is in place to manage that species to try to increase its numbers.
CALM has been successful with its program for the noisy scrub bird. Its
numbers have increased from 100 to 800 in a few years. It reinforces
CALM's role and activity. I am very pleased to acknowledge the good
work being done by CALM scientists in this area. It will be my pleasure
to keep the House informed as this program unfolds.

[The photographs were tabled for the information of members.]

BARRACK SQUARE LTD - LEASE AGREEMENT TABLING
672. Mr KOBELKE to the Premier:

I refer to the Premier's double standards in attacking the Leader of the
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Opposition over the old Swan Brewery project, and I remind the Premier
that the Leader of the Opposition tabled in this House in 1992 a copy of
the lease agreement with Multiplex for the restoration of the old Swan
Brewery.
(1) If the Premier has nothing to hide, will he table in this House today

a copy of the lease agreement with Barrack Square Ltd for the
commercial development on the Barrack Street jetty and adjacent
riverbed?

(2) Will he also table details of the annual rent payable by Barrack
Square Ltd for this prime site to prove there is nothing untoward
about the deal in which the Premier's bother Mr Ken Court is
involved?

Mr COURT replied:
(1)-(2)

I do not have responsibility for that area, but I can ask the Minister
responsible if there is any difficulty in relation to the lease and the rentals.

Mr Kabelke: You answered a question on notice from me saying that you would
not provide that information.

Mr COURT: I said that I would raise that with the relevant Minister. In the
House last night the member for Nollaniara asserted that my brother was a
shareholder in this development. I do not care whether he is or not; that is
his business. I checked on that this morning. The member for Nollarnara
wanted to know whether this development was transferred from one
company across to Paramount - I think that was the company the member
mentioned. The member for Nollamara said in this Parliament that the
shareholders were the same. He said when we announced the City Vision
plan that my brother would be a beneficiary.
If members are going to talk about other members' families, they should
get their facts straight. I was going to talk to the member privately and tell
him that everything he said last night was wrong.

Mr Kobelke: In what respect?
Mr COURT: My brother does not have any interest in that project which is

exactly what I said. They sold out of the thing.
Mr Kobelke: That contradicts what you said last night. You said they were

managing the project.
Mr COURT: Would the member just listen? What the member cannot see is that

the company went into the deal under his Government. Therefore, I can
hardly be accused of any wrongdoing there. I then said that when the new
arrangement was entered into my brother had no involvement. Many
months before we released the plan, he was out of it. The member came
into this Parliament to deliberately give the impression that he would be a
beneficiary.

Mr Kobelke: He has been.
Mr COURT: It is one thing to attack us as members of Parliament because we

can defend ourselves. However, it is another to attack people outside this
place. If the member wants to continue attacking people outside, and gets
it wrong every time, he is abusing the privileges of this Parliament. When
the facts are presented to him, he should, out of decency, apologise to the
people involved because new people happen to own that development and
the member is giving the impression that there is something wrong with it
when there is nothing wrong.
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SWAN BREWERY PROJECT - LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, MEETINGS
WITH JOHN ROBERTS

673. Mr BLOFFWITCH to the Premier:
Is the Premier aware of comments made by the Leader of the Opposition
last night on ABC television chat his meetings with John Roberts during
1992 were merely social?

Mr COURT replied:
Now we get down to a few facts. Yesterday, I read out details Of four
meetings that had occurred. Two of those meetings were held during the
two week process to select someone to do that development. Yesterday,
the Leader of the Opposition told the media that his meeting with Mr
Roberts was an introductory meeting. He said it was essentially a social
chat. He also said there was no discussion of the final terms or anything
of that nature.

Mr McGinty: That's right.
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition says, "That's right." Today, the story

has changed. On radio this morning he said that they actually met at the
brewery on 21 May and that was the day before the tender process closed.

Mr Kobelke inteijected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Nollamara. His

repeated interjections are disorderly.
Mr COURT: It has gone from being a social chat to a meeting at the brewery.

That meeting on 21 May was a critical day. The Leader of the Opposition
said it was a social chat. Yet I read out yesterday that, at this social chat -

Mr Kobelke interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Nollarnara for

the second time.
Mr COURT: - a draft lease document. He then went on to discuss the details.
Mr Brown interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Morley.
Mr COURT: Was it proper for the Leader of the Opposition to have those

meetings when these matters were being processed? He also cold us that
the deal was done at arm's length. However, he was having those
discussions at the time. Yesterday we found the document that was being
discussed at that meeting - at his social chat.
At that social chat the now Leader of the Opposition discussed the details
of the agreement for lease. I table the document. Th~e situation changed
from being a social chat to a meeting, yet the Leader of the Opposition is
still saying that details of the deal were not discussed even though it is
factually stated in black and white that he was getting down to the final
details of the lease arrangement.

[See paper No 658.]
JUVENILE OFFENDERS - RESPONSIBLE FOR BLIJRTON DEATHS,

BREACH OF CURFEW
674. Mr McGINTY to the Attorney General:

I remind the Attorney General of her assurances that the release from
prison of a juvenile responsible for the deaths of Margaret Blurton, her son
and her unborn child would be strictly supervised. Specifically the
Attorney General told the House that "The conditions on which he is to be

9058



[Wednesday, 7 December 1994] 05

released - the management regime that has been put in place - are
stringent. A curfew will exist and he has a mentor...
(1) Given the Attorney General's assurances, how does she explain the

fact that this individual was readily able to breach this so-called
stringent management regime?

(2) When will the Attorney General explain to the community and the
House where this youth was and what he was doing when the
curfew was breached?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1)-(2)!1 was interested to learn of the interest of the Leader of the Opposition

finally in juvenile justice. We need to look at what would have happened
in this matter during the 10 years of the previous Labor Government.
Before doing so, I indicate that this individual breached his curfew by half
art hour: HeI had to be back home by 7.00 pm and he was not home by
7.30 pm. Under our system he was not breaking the law. There was no
criminal activity and no allegation of any criminal activity. We believe he
breached a fundamental part of his conditional release order. As such he
was put back into prison.
Under the previous system the individual would have had to break the law
before consideration was given to his going back to detention or prison
because there was no parole. I hope the Leader of the Opposition and the
Labor Party support the Young Offenders Bill in the other House under
which we are putting in place juvenile parole.

Mr Ripper interjected.
Mrs EDWARDES: The member for Belmont cannot talk because under the

previous system that offender would have gone into the revolving door
syndrome.

Mr Mecinty: You used to be able to strip paint off the wall at 20 feet. How
come you have lost your voice now?

The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the Leader of the Opposition.
Mrs EDWARDES: Under the Labor Government's system these offenders would

have been able to bail themselves out and they cannot do that now. We
are now putting in place juvenile parole. We have stopped the revolving
door system and have stopped them from being able to go out on their
own bail. Those opposite are foolish enough to come out and say that the
system was not tough enough.
The conditional release order imposed significant conditions. Obviously
the system worked because following the offender's breach of his curfew
by half an hour, he was placed back inside. I sincerely hope that that
young person is able to reassess -

Mr Brown: Is that the way all breaches of curfew will be dealt with?
Mrs EDWARDES: He was on very strict and stringent conditions under his

conditional release order. Hie was sentenced under the Crime (Serious and
Repeat Offenders) Sentencing Act. When the matter came before the
Supreme Court yesterday, a decision was made under section 6(2)(b) of
the Act to return the youth to a detention centre until such time as the
detention was reviewed under the provisions of section 7(3)(a) or 7(4) of
that Act.

Mr Brown: Will all other cases be dealt with in the same way?
Mrs EDWARDES: If anybody else was released under that Act on the same

basis, that person would be dealt with in the same way.
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STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - GAS
AUTHORITY, APPOINTMENTS

675. Mr BLAIKIE to the Minister for Resources Development:
(1) Does the Government intend to appoint persons to a SECWA gas

authority?
(2) If so, what role will this body have in the extension of gas to industry and

towns not already serviced in the south west, specifically Capel and
Busselton?

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
(1) One of the final stages in this round of deregulation is the appointment of

the two boards for AlintaGas and Western Power Corporation. Those
appointments are not yet finalised, but I hope to have them finalised prior
to the end of this year, so that the new boards will come into operation on
1 January.

(2) On the more specific question of the extension of gas supplies into the
south west and presumably into the member's own electorate, the
Busselcon Shire and the member for Avon have been strong advocates for
a gas supply into that area, particularly the rapidly growing area of
Busselton. I support that proposition. It begs an interesting question on
the role of government and the role of trading corporations. At some stage
Governments must display leadership and vision for the future. The
approach of SECWA was that it was not financially viable to extend gas
into Busselton. That is not an acceptable solution. As a result of that I
started negotiations with the mineral sands producers at Capel, and I hope
an agreement can be reached which will enable the gas supply to be
brought from Boyanup, where it currently is, through to Capel. That could
be commercially viable. The question remains whether a decision can be
made to extend from Capel into the households of Busselton. That project
probably will not stand up commercially entirely by itself and, if it goes
ahead - and I will take the advice of the new board on that - it may require
some degree of government support. If it does, that is a decision with
which I will feel comfortable. It is important that we extend services into
households, particularly those in rapidly growing areas. While the
financial analysis might not stack up now, it is a relatively modest
investment and one which is to the betterment of the south west area of the
State.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - CROCKERY PURCHASE
Fly Buy Points Credited to Officer

676. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:,
(1) Can the Minister confirm that a set of crockery was recently purchased for

use in his ministerial office?
(2) If yes, will the Minister advise how many cups and saucers were in the set

and what was the total cost?
(3) Did the ministerial officer who made this purchase use the transaction to

collect Fly Buy points?
(4) If yes, on whose authority did the officer act and to whom were the

Fly Buy points credited?
Mr MINSON replied:

I want to make it clear I am responding on behalf of the Minister for
Health and this crockery did niot come into my office. I thank the member
for some notice of the question. When we have pressure to extend
question time to 45 minutes, a question like this really does not raise a
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good argument for it. The Minister for Health's office has provided me
with the following answers -

(1) Yes, crockery was recently purchased for his ministerial office.
(2) There were 15 cups. 15 saucers, 15 side plates, one teapot, one

sugar bowl and two sandwich platters. The cost of the crockery
was $690.55.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Northern Rivers.
Mr MINSON: The answer continues -

(3) A junior officer who purchased the crockery was encouraged by
the Myer sales assistant to put this purchase on her personal Fly
Buy card, which she did. The junior officer later called the Fly
Buy coordinator and asked that the points be removed.


